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responsible for getting the sports equipment to our schools. He fought tenaciously with Fulton 

County school officials so that our kids had the necessary equipment to compete in athletics.”29 

 

Figure 13- Oscar James Hurd with Pony Cubs Team   
(courtesy of James Jackson) 

 
Because of Hurd’s unwavering persistence, South Fulton High received basketballs, 

footballs, baseballs, bats, a basketball court and a gymnasium. “Hurd argued so much with the 

county that they grew tired of just seeing him come to meetings,” remembers Jackson, “he 

always asked why Russell High had all the supplies that they needed, while South Fulton, the 

newer and supposedly more modern school, had a dirt basketball court. He embarrassed 

them.”30  

Hurd, always expecting county officials to answer “no” to African-Americans’ 

educational requests, built a dirt basketball court outside of the new school building. Then, he 

put a pole in the ground and connected a steel rim to a piece of plywood and placed this at the 

                                                 
29 Jackson interview, 17 May 2008.  
30 Ibid.  
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top of the pole. Basically, he constructed a crude looking basketball court.  At the next school 

board meeting, he asked why South Fulton had to use this raggedy court while Russell had a 

concrete court and a gymnasium. “Within a year, South Fulton had a concrete basketball court 

and a gym,” chuckles Jackson.31  

Residents claim that Hurd was a hard man.  He was stubborn, inflexible and extremely 

closed mind. He did things his way or he did not participate in them at all. “People called him 

mean,” recalls Jackson, “but he wasn’t mean, he was smart. He was smart and he was crafty.  

Like a pitbull, he would not let go of something until he got what he wanted.  What he wanted 

was what our community needed.”32  

Because the city’s bus service did not come into the East Washington community, Hurd 

purchased a bus and started the Friendly Peoples Bus Line. Because many students would not 

take the time to register to vote, Hurd, as part of the Booster Club, took all new high school 

graduates to Atlanta and registered them to vote. That became a part of their high school 

graduation requirements.  When the city did not allow African-American boys to participate in 

East Point’s little league, Hurd created the East Washington Pony League. “He had to call it a 

Pony League, because the city said we could not use the term ‘little league’ for our program,” 

states Jackson, “they said that was the term that the whites used for the real little league that 

played on Norman Berry Drive.” Hurd managed to collect the four hundred dollars insurance 

fee, a state requirement for any youth league. When county school officials said that they did 

                                                 
31 Ibid.   
32 Ibid.  
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not recognize a Booster Club from South Fulton High, Hurd initiated and applied for its 

charter, which was granted May 29, 1959.33  

Jackson reiterates that Hurd was not a people person. He worked independently or with 

a small group of hand selected people, whom he chose. Jackson called him an activist, not a 

leader. “He was our community activist,” declares Jackson, “he was not a community leader. I 

asked him why he did not participate in most group activities and he answered that most people 

just want to meet and discuss, very few people will do whatever it takes to get a goal 

accomplished. I work independent, so I don’t have to answer to the masses. I work independent 

so that the job gets done. That was O.J. Hurd. He loved kids. He loved sports and he got things 

done.”34   

Attending sport programs was recreation for residents of all ages, but there were some 

leisure activities for adults only. From the late 1940s until the early 1960s adult residents could 

enjoy themselves at one of the community’s night spots, the Squeeze-In, J.B. Bailey’s, the 

Zanzibar and Dyer’s Place, which later changed to Lucy’s. Elder residents remember Dyer’s 

Place as relaxing and enjoyable. “Andrew Dyer had a nice spot,” recalls Elizabeth Darden, “he 

opened it when the place next door to him became empty.  He lived on one side and made a 

night club on the other.”35 Dyer’s Place was one of the first establishments that provided 

drinks, music and “somewhere to go” in the community. “Other than going to Dyer’s Place,” 

adds Darden, “we just stayed at home, like our parents.” Darden states that although her 

                                                 
33 Ibid.  
34 Ibid.   
35 Elizabeth Darden interview, 31 December 2007.  
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parents did not allow her to go to clubs, she and her friends would “sneak and go anyway. It 

was fun and it gave us something to do.”36  

Although Erma Lemon’s father, Andrew Dyer, was the owner of Dyer’s Place, she 

never frequented his “joint.” “I was a little girl when Daddy’s place opened,” remembers 

Lemon, “by the time I was able to go to clubs, Daddy had sold his establishment to Ms. Lucy 

and moved to New York. My friends and I went to the Zanzibar, the raggediest place in the 

world. We were under age, but at the Zanzibar, we could buy beer and raise hell.”37 

As with a resident’s church and home address, the night club that a resident attended 

reflected his community social status.  For example, “the Zanzibar was raggedy, but only high 

class people went there,” declares Erma Lemons, “Bailey’s Do Drop In and the Squeeze In 

were for the other folks.  Remember, there was a line in the community, for the uppity and the 

lower classes. The Zanzibar was for the upper classes.”38   

The invisible status line that Lemons referred to was the middle of Holcomb Street, 

“really right before the corner of Holcomb and Randall,”39 recalls Lemons.  “As you traveled 

on Holcomb towards Siloam, you went up a hill. The people who lived up the hill had money.  

The people who lived in the valley didn’t,” remembers Wanda Williams, “Bailey’s Do Drop In 

and the Squeeze In were in the valley. They were for the people who had little money to spend 

on entertainment.”40       

                                                 
36 Ibid.  
37 Ibid. Interviewees did not remember Ms. Lucy’s last name.   
38 Ibid.     
39 Ibid 
40 Williams interview, 15 February 2008.   
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 Bailey’s Do Drop In was a pool hall. “According to my daddy, there was a lot of business 

conducted in that pool hall,” recalls Williams, “mostly men went in there.”41 Williams believes 

that Bailey was a successful businessman because he did many things and, more importantly, 

conducted business with the entire community as well as people on the outside. “Bailey worked 

with everybody,” states. Williams, “he sold moonshine to winos, rented his houses and evicted 

people who didn’t pay, plus whites hired him for bulldozer work.”42  

Jackson agrees with Williams about Bailey’s success as a businessman, but disputes that 

women did not frequent the pool hall. “J.B. was successful. Not only did he own the café, three 

houses and a cab service,” recalls Jackson, “he also owned a bulldozer along with his 

lumberyard. Whites even hired him to clear land for them. Now, Wanda may be right when she 

said that women didn’t come into the pool hall,” declares Jackson, “but there were sure a lot of 

women outside.  Mr. Bailey had a patio area outside on a deck. Young couples sat, ate and held 

hands out in front of his café. We called the place Lover’s Lane.”43 

 The last place for night entertainment was the Squeeze In, which was owned and 

operated by Odie Bell. “Odie Bell was my aunt,” recounts Williams, “one of the main reasons 

that she opened the Squeeze In was because Mr. Bailey didn’t want women in his place. The 

Squeeze In was right next door to Bailey’s. She gave women a place to go, when they weren’t 

invited next door.  Aunt Odie called it the Squeeze In, because the place was so small that’s what 

people had to do. She always said ‘come on, just squeeze on in.’”44   

                                                 
41 Ibid 
42 Ibid.  
43 Jackson interview, 25 July 2007.   
44 Williams interview, 15 February 2008.  
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S Scoggins Groceries M Miller’s Groceries  
SI Squeeze-in (Club) Z Zanzibar (Club) 
D Dyer’s Place (later became- 

Lucy’s Inn 
BS Bill Sim’s Bar-be-que 

L Lyle Sims Funeral Home A American Legion  
JB 
TA 
Cox 
Camp 
Hall 
SR 
MFH 
JW 

JB Bailey’s Do Drop In  
Tommy Alexander’s ribs 
Cox Brothers Funeral  
Camp’s Grocery 
Hallman’s Grocery 
Sam Ramsey’s 
MC Austin Funeral Home 
JB Bailey’s Woodyard 

VH Victory Hall (Thornton, Kingdom Hall) inside: 
Lyons Barber Shop,  
Ms. Ann’s Beauty Hall,  
Will Long’s Place (appliances repair shop),  
Scrap Glass,  
John Fallen Barbershop/Pressing & Dry Cleaning  

 

Mallalieu UMC 
Grant Chapel AME 
Siloam Baptist  
Neriah 
Evans Grove- one block north of  
            Washington  
Union Baptist (further east  
           on East Washington) 

R 
E 
IJ 
GH 
H 
SL 
ES 
SFHS 

Rich’s Place 
Ethel’s School Store 
Ida Jones candy/soda 
Gordon Hinesman shop 
Holbrook’s Shoe Repair 
Scott’s Lunch 
East Point Elem. School 
South Fulton High School  

 
Other  
 
 

J.B. Bailey’s Cab Service  
J.R. Chambers GO-CAB Cab Services 
John Thomas Snack Shop 
Fuller Woodyard & Coal 

 
Other 

Transportation-  
Friendly Peoples’ Bus Line-  
  OJ Hurd:  owner and operator  

 Figure 14- East Washington Community Map 
(created by and courtesy of James Jackson) 

 
One leisure activity that a few young boys enjoyed was going to Ruby Henderson’s 

house. “Ms. Ruby was the first person that I knew who bought a television,” remembers James 

Langford, “we lived at 302 Holcombe and she lived at 313 Holcombe. This was during the early 
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1950s.  After I got home from work, remember I worked everyday after school, she would allow 

us to come to her home and watch her television for two to three hours. Melvin Clark, James 

Dodd, Bernard Cofield, Clifford Darden, the other James and I would all go in her living room 

and watch the small set until nine or ten in the evening. I thought that was the best thing ever. I 

felt privileged and because she owned that TV, I thought Ms. Ruby was rich.”45     

 One activity that, although illegal, was entertaining and provided a sense of instant 

fortune was playing the Georgia Bug.  The Georgia Bug was a gambling numbers game. 

Residents claim that from the 1940s until urban renewal it was at its peak in the East Washington 

community. Customers played either a three or four numbers game with a minimum of three 

cents. “You played numbers straight or in a box,” recalls Gloria McDowell, “straight meant that 

the numbers had to come back just like you played them.  For instance, if I played 523, the 

numbers had to come back in that exact sequence for me to win.  If I played 523 in a box, the 

number could come back 235 or 532, as long as those three numbers hit, I won.”46  

People picked numbers from their address, birthdays, kids’ grades, Robert Quillen’s 

syndicated cartoon “Aunt Het,”47 “dreambooks,” and different sorts of methods.  “Mr. Walter 

Quillian, a prominent East Pointian who worked for Atlanta Life Insurance Company and 

organized East Point’s first African-American Boy Scouts troop, wrote a poem titled ‘What Fell 

Today,’” remembers Jackson, “it was about the Georgia Bug game and how people reacted to 

it.”48 People chose their number and oftentimes had their children take it to the writer. In turn, 

writers employed runners to take the numbers to a central location. “Writers got fifty cents from 

                                                 
45 Langford interview, 13 March 2008. 
46 Gloria Jean McDowell, interview by author 25 May 2008, digital recording.  
47 Robert Quillen’s “Aunt Het” was a syndicated single paneled newspaper cartoon. During the late 1920s until the 
late 1940s, the cartoon appeared in more than four hundred newspapers.  
48 Jackson interview, 25 July 2007.  
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every dollar won,” recalls Jackson, “it was a lucrative business then. It’s a lucrative business 

now.”49   

What began as Georgia Bug is still played in East Point today. It is called Street Number. 

“You can win more by playing Street Number than the Georgia Lottery,” declares McDowell. 

“For fifty cents, I can play Street Number and win six hundred dollars.  In Georgia Lottery, I 

have to pay a dollar to win five hundred dollars and I’m playing against millions of people.  In 

Street Number, I’m just playing against local people, so the odds are better. My family won 

playing the Georgia Bug. I’ve won playing Street Number. I don’t know anyone who’s won 

playing the Georgia Lottery.”50   

East Washington residents had mixed emotions about playing Georgia Bug. Some 

residents felt that gambling took money away from the well-being of the family. They felt that 

gambling was addictive and detrimental to the community. Other residents believed that the 

Georgia Bug kept money in the community. They felt that it gave honest jobs to residents who 

were either too young, old or who could not find employment in local businesses.51 The game 

employed residents as runners, writers and operators. Quillian’s poems give perspectives of 

people played the Georgia Bug.  

                                                 
49 Ibid.  
50 McDowell interview, 25 May 2008.  
51 Ibid.  
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Figure 15- What Fell Today?, 1953, by W.A. Quillian 

(courtesy of Betty Maddox)
52 

                                                 
52W.A. Quillian, “What Fell Today?,” Black Mothers of the South and Twenty Other Poems (East Point, Georgia:    
W.A. Quillian, 1953), 13. 
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Besides additional leisure activities, the late 1940s and early 1950s brought an increased 

awareness in obtaining racial equality. Voter registration drives and secret NAACP meetings 

enabled residents to take a more active role in enhancing their socio-economic and political lives 

as well as the lives of future generations.   

 “Hurd was big promoter of voter registration,” recalls Jackson,” the only formal 

organization that he was a member of was the NAACP.” Although East Point did not have a 

NAACP chapter, residents were extremely active in the Atlanta association. “Hurd and Alice 

Washington got me interested in joining that chapter. We operated out of Paschal’s,” declares 

Jackson, “there were many night meetings. Mr. Paschal, and other Atlanta big wigs were there.  

King was there one night.”53   

East Washington residents were strongly urged to register to vote. “Hurd, Green, 

Quillian, myself and others demanded it,” exclaims Jackson, “we told them that it was their 

obligation.  As a matter of fact, that’s the main reason why Hurd bought a bus. When people 

said that they could not get to Atlanta to register, he was prepared with the solution. He took 

everyone to register for free. He felt that that was his duty.  He said that that was his purpose 

for being in this community.”54   

During the late 1940s through the 1960s, African-American residents were required to 

register at one of two drugstores in Atlanta. “One was located on Fair Street; the other, Yates 

and Milton, was on Auburn Avenue.  The same people owned both,” recalls Gladys Jackson, “I 

registered as soon as I graduated. We had to. James (Jackson) was working with Hurd then.  

                                                 
53 Jackson interview, 17 May 2008. This was not the famous Paschal’s Restaurant of the 1960s. In 1947, James and 
Robert Paschal (brothers) opened a luncheonette on Hunter Street. In the 1950s they built Paschal’s Restaurant 
across the street from the luncheonette. “Atlanta in the Civil Rights Movement,” Atlanta Regional Consortium for 
Higher Education, http://www.atlantahighered.org/civilrights/, 3. 
54 Jackson interview, 17 May 2008.  
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Community leaders didn’t respect you if you weren’t registered. James (Jackson) probably 

wouldn’t have married me.”55  

To East Washington residents, voting was so important that once during Atlanta’s 

Love, Law and Liberation bus boycott in the late 1950s, residents walked to Auburn in order to 

register to vote. “About twenty of us walked from East Washington to Auburn,” recalls 

Jackson, “only to be told that the Auburn drugstore could not register East Point residents. So, 

we walked to Fair Street, registered and walked back to East Point. I don’t remember why we 

had to walk. Either Mr. Hurd was gone or something was wrong with his bus, but we walked 

that day.  That’s how important voting was to us. Half of us didn’t know who or what we 

would vote for. But, we knew that if it was important enough for whites to try to stop us from 

doing it, then it had to be something that we needed to do.”56 

Once registered, East Washington residents had a difficult time casting their vote. “I 

registered to vote in 1958 and voted that same year,” exclaims Langford, “we all went to Atlanta 

as part of our graduation requirements. Registering was easy. Walking past those white people at 

Russell High to vote wasn’t.”57 Langford does not recall who or what he voted for. He 

remembers the place because that was the first time that he saw the inside of the all white Russell 

High School. “It was really nice,” remembers Langford, “a lot different from what we were used 

to at South Fulton.” But, Langford mostly remembers the feeling, a recurring one to East 

Washington residents. “The building was nice, but the feeling.  I can still feel that feeling; a 

feeling of hatred. Passing by those white people who hated me, I remember that.”58  

                                                 
55 Gladys Jackson, interview by author, 17 May 2008, digital recording. 
56 Jackson interview, 17 May 2008.  
57 John Langford, interview by author, 26 May 2008, digital recording.  
58 Ibid.  
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Maya Angelou wrote, “People will forget what you said. People will forget what you did, 

but people will never forget how you made them feel.”59 This sentiment is conveyed when 

residents speak of their first experience voting. “It was scary,” remembers Williams, “we had to 

do it, because Fess (McClarin) told us to. But, it was scary.  I don’t remember who I voted for. I 

was shaking when I made my mark. It was so quiet.  I don’t think any of us talked until we were 

back on the bus. I really think we were back in our neighborhood before we talked again. Those 

people hated us and I’ve never really known why.”60 

Jackson claims, and other residents agree, that students voted for whomever they were 

told to vote for. “We did what we were told,” remarks both Langford and Williams. Therefore, 

the community leader who “told” students who and what to vote for possessed both political 

power and community influence. From the late 1940s until “well into” the 1960s, Mr. Charles A. 

Green was that person. “When the people came around looking for votes, they came to Charley,” 

recalls Jackson. “I can remember when we only had fifteen voters in our community (1946). 

Candidates seeking office would give Charley fifty dollars and tell him to give the community a 

fish fry. Charley would give the fish fry and then tell us who to vote for. That’s who we voted for 

too. White folks never had to come in the community and say vote for me, it was always cut and 

dry.”61    

Prior to the late 1960s, East Point was divided into four political wards. The East 

Washington community was located in the Fourth Ward, which encompassed the area from 

Jefferson Park to Willingham Drive. “Our elected officials seemed to always come from 

                                                 
59 Maya Angelou, http://thinkexist.com/quotes/maya_angelou/ 
60 Wanda Williams, interview by author, 27 May 2008, digital recording.  
61 Jackson interview, 18 May 2008.  
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Jefferson Park,” remembers Jackson, “I don’t think that that was a coincidence. We knew who 

are our next city official was, before elections took place. Politics were that way in East Point 

until the 1980s. For instance, when I ran in 1972, I knew that I wouldn’t win. I just ran so that 

whites knew that a Black man could run. Olen (Gunnin) was set up to win. That was definite.”62  

Besides the NAACP, the East Washington community was not affiliated with civil rights 

national organizations.  “I had heard a little about students fighting for civil rights,” recalls 

Langford, “but that was little.  I heard about students at Spelman and Morehouse joining forces 

to integrate Atlanta restaurants, stores and Grady Hospital, but our group wasn’t a part of that. 

We were told to vote and we did that. We were proud that we did that.”63 “And of course, we all 

knew when King was marching,” adds Annie Parham, “by then, we had an old black and white 

television. Almost immediately after we would hear King’s speeches, we would hear the Klan. 

They’d come through yelling obscene things; that we’d better not get that civil rights stuff in our 

heads.”64 

 Neither white poll workers’ racial hatred nor Ku Klux Klan marches deterred residents 

from believing in racial advancement. The community knew that change was inevitable. “When 

segregated schools were declared unconstitutional in 1954,” recalls Parham, “white people were 

mad. They said that they would leave East Point rather than go to school with us. My mother 

                                                 
62 Ibid. James Jackson was the first African-American to run for office in East Point. Jefferson Park was a white 
middle to upper class neighborhood during this time. It is located north of Norman Berry Drive. Norman Berry is its 
southern border. Its western border was Russell High School (now Tri-Cities High School). Its eastern border is 
Sylvan Road ands its northern border is Nabell Avenue. In 1982, Joes Heckstall became the first elected African-
American city councilman. Earlier that year, Joe Johnson was the first African-American to serve as a city official. 
Johnson was appointed acting city manager when Don Stone resigned. He was not elected. 
63 Langford interview, 13 March 2008. In 1957, Under the direction of white Spelman professor Howard Zinn, 
Spelman students protested Georgia state capital galleries. “Atlanta in the Civil Rights Movement,” Atlanta 
Regional Consortium for Higher Education, http://www.atlantahighered.org/civilrights/. 6.  
64 Annie Parham interview, 20 February 2008.  
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wouldn’t even let me go over to Washington Avenue alone then. She was scared for our safety. 

But, I knew times were changing. They (whites) knew it too.”65 

 One of the most momentous changes for East Washington occurred in 1957, when the 

City of East Point received a Georgia state grant, under the Georgia Urban Redevelopment Law. 

The law states that if,  

“it is found and declared that economically and socially depressed areas exist 
within the city [county] and that these areas contribute to or cause unemployment, 
limit the tax resources of the local government while creating a greater demand 
for governmental services and, in general, have a deleterious effect upon the 
public health, safety, morals and welfare. It is, therefore, in the public interest that 
such areas be redeveloped to the maximum extent practicable to improve 
economic and social conditions therein in order to abate or eliminate such 
deleterious effects (O.C.G.A. § 36-44-2).”66 
 

The funding was awarded on the premise that the forty-five acre site, that constituted the East 

Washington community, was completely revamped. The renovation process took nine years to 

complete.67 “Around 1959 and 1960,” states Domineck, “we noticed that whites started moving 

from Washington. It’s almost like they were here one day and gone the next. We kept hearing the 

phrase urban renewal, but we called it white removal.”68  

Urban renewal was the term used by the local, state and federal governments in their 

efforts to enhance urban communities after World War II. In the East Washington community it 

began in the early 1960s and ended in the mid 1970s. It included massive demolition of almost 

every residence and business in the area. Homes and businesses were required to be brought up 

                                                 
65 Ibid 
66 §10-4 Urban Redevelopment/Downtown Development 
http://209.85.215.104/search?q=cache:z3OoNN2bHVgJ:www.dca.state.ga.us/development/PlanningQualityGrowth/
programs/documents/Part10dRedevelopmentAgency.doc+georgia+urban+redevelopment+law&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd
=1&gl=us 
67 Mason, East Point, Georgia, 50.  
68 Domineck interview, 27 August 2007.   
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to county regulations. Shanty homes were destroyed, indoor plumbing and electricity were 

installed, and streets were paved. “We thought Urban Renewal was a good thing,” explains 

Jackson, “In fact, I was one of the main people who pushed for it. White people kept telling us 

don’t believe the federal government. They told us that the government was using it as 

propaganda and was really trying to steal our property. They told us that if we allowed the 

government to upgrade our homes, then we would owe them a lot of money.  They told us that 

when, not if, we could not pay the loans back, then the government would take our homes. 

Remember, I was taught that if whites were against something, then it was for our best interest. 

That’s why I pushed it.”69    

 During the mid 1960s, East Washington residents were forced to make a decision. If they 

were already property owners, they could remain on their property and have the city completely 

rebuild their home, bringing it up to county standards. In the event that they did not have the 

finances to renovate their home, the federal government provided a home loan. If they owned 

their home and wanted to leave the community, they could sell their property to the City of East 

Point. Lastly, if they were renting, they could continue to rent but move in one of the newly built 

government project apartments. “Those were your choices,” recalls Jackson, “we didn’t know 

what to do.”70 

 To some the decision was easy, “I knew that I was leaving,” declares Elizabeth Darden, 

“Emory came home and said that he had found a house in Adamsville. (Adamsville is located in 

southwest Atlanta) The government gave him a home loan and we were moving on Friday. That 

                                                 
69 Jackson interview, 25 July 2007.  
70 Ibid.  
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was on a Monday.”71 To others, the decision was more difficult. “Everybody was scared,” 

remembers Jackson, “no body really wanted to stick with it.  Most of the solid citizens sold their 

land to the City of East Point and went downtown (East Point). We (Hurd, Green, Quillian) were 

trying to convince people to stay in this area and build.”72   

 John Langford remembers that his family moved from a two room “falling apart” duplex, 

to a four room house. “My mother bought that house,” exclaims Langford, “we moved from one 

end of Holcomb (the valley) to the other and we felt good.”73 Although Langford and his mother 

stayed in the community, some of his family moved away. One brother bought a home in the 

Cascade area, two others moved elsewhere in Atlanta. “Because of Urban Renewal,” declares 

Langford, “they got home loans. We all branched out, but none of us moved outside of the 

Atlanta area.”74 Like Langford, Annie Parham spoke very highly of Urban Renewal. “We moved 

to Martel Homes,” recalls Parham, “My mother said that we really came alive then. Her 

apartment had four bedrooms and two full baths. It was beautiful.”75 

 In 1960, there were over thirty African-American businesses in the East Washington 

community. By 1965, there were less than five. “Urban Renewal,” stresses Jackson, “dissolved 

all of this community’s in-house businesses; every one of them.”76 The businesses that 

encompassed the East Washington community had provided more than just mere economics.  

They had provided employment to neighborhood residents. They gave the community a sense of 

                                                 
71 Elizabeth Darden interview, 31 December 2007.  
72 Ibid.  
73 Langford interview, 13 March 2008.  
74 Ibid.  
75 Annie Parham interview, 20 February 2008; Wanda Williams noticed something that she stated was 
“peculiar.” Apparently, gender issues were extremely evident during this time. She stated that city 
officials only wanted to talk to men, asking to speak to your husband or whatever man lived in the house. 
This bothered many African-American women, many of whom were head of house hold, single parents, 
including her mother, Williams 15 February 2008.  
76 Jackson interview, 25 July 2007.  
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pride, dignity, and an internal African-American economy, finances that remained in the 

community.  

Urban Renewal completely revamped the East Washington community. There 

were plusses and minuses, gains and losses. Residents who remained no longer shopped 

at the local grocery stores neither could they party at the local bar. By the time that 

construction was completed, sewer systems, side walks and storm drains were installed, 

streets were paved, and “everyone had electricity,”77 declares Annie Parham. The 

project cost the city over two million dollars.78  

 “When Urban Renewal came,” recalls Langford, “all of our streets got paved. 

Many streets closed such as Barrett Avenue, New Street and Level Street.  Bayard no 

longer went through our community, but stopped at the end of the high school. City 

buses started to come through our community. No need for Mr. Hurd’s buses 

anymore.”79 

“Looking back now,” remarks Jackson, “I see that after World War II, and 

Brown vs. the Board, change was inevitable. We wanted Civil Rights.  We wanted 

equality and better living conditions.  We got a lot of things that we fought for. We just 

didn’t know that they came at such a high cost.”80 

 

                                                 
77 Annie Parham interview, 20 February 2008. 
78 Mason, East Point, Georgia 50.  
79 Langford interview, 13 March 2008.  
80 Jackson interview, 18 May 2008.  
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Conclusion 
 

From 1912 to 1962, African-Americans in East Point, Georgia developed social networks 

in an attempt to improve their subordinate status during Jim Crow. Beginning in 1912 as a result 

of white residents’ refusal to live adjacent to blacks, the African-American community was 

strategically placed next to the fertilizer, chemical and oil plants that hired them, in the most 

undesirable section of the city.  

East Washington residents did not see themselves as oppressed individuals, but rather 

played a major role in the development of their community. Although the community’s physical 

boundaries were imposed by Jim Crow, the inner workings of the community were instituted by 

the residents themselves. They created the economic, social and religious organizations that 

helped sustain their community. They instilled, encouraged and upheld a continued dedication to 

education from elementary school to college. More importantly, they maintained a strong work 

ethic that allowed them to work for little wages and a place to live, the purpose that many 

African-Americans migrated to East Point in the early twentieth century.  

Upon arriving in East Washington, many early twentieth century residents were 

guaranteed employment from one of the nearby factories. Most of the residents interviewed were 

descendants of Hercules Powder Company employees and Swift Oil Mill. Plant recruiters visited 

rural areas in order to perpetuate a cheap and constant labor force. Once the newcomers arrived, 

they rented a house, owned by the company. Although the companies did the marketing, 

recruiting and in many cases paid the relocation costs for their employees, the success of the East 

Washington community is due to its ordinary, everyday, common citizens’ desire to improve 

their status.  
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This work focuses on the unsung heroes of the East Washington community. It 

illuminates those who provided a safe haven for children, cleaned up messes left by klansmen 

while singing ‘Jeepers Creepers,’ placed a church in the center of illegal activity, allowed 

neighborhood boys to watch television well into the evening, laundered police recruits’ uniforms, 

educated youths of all ages, taught high school students the importance of voting, walked to 

Atlanta to register to vote, instituted Pony League baseball, opened entertainment night spots, 

sponsored a semi-pro baseball team, worked throughout the week then hit home runs on the 

weekends, created a booster club, were runners and writers for the Georgia Bug numbers game, 

started churches, attended churches, sang in choirs, made moonshine, sold and drank moonshine. 

It focuses on the deacons who collected church members’ dues on Monday morning when such 

members inadvertently missed church on Sunday. This work focuses on those who were behind a 

grass roots civil rights movement, largely only known and appreciated within the community that 

they nurtured. These residents demonstrated the vigor of the East Washington community. They 

epitomized the tenacious spirit that enabled African-Americans to achieve specific goals in their 

segregated city, although they oftentimes conflicted among themselves over the methods 

necessary to attain the desired objectives.  

For five centuries African-Americans, who made their home in East Point, were 

mandated to live in the East Washington community. When they ventured out, public places, that 

accepted their patronage, displayed signs that read “whites” or “colored.” In 1957, their 

boundaries began to change. East Washington residents noticed that whites on Washington, Lyle 

and Francis Streets started selling their homes. Many African-Americans were not privy to the 

fact that the city of East Point had just received a two million dollar grant under the Georgia 
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Urban Redevelopment Law. They did not realize that East Point city officials declared the East 

Washington community “economically and socially depressed,” an assessment that affected 

African-American communities throughout the country in the early 1960s. City officials failed to 

see the vitality of East Washington. They failed to notice the economic, political and social 

achievements of the residents, who created employment for themselves and others. They did not 

discern the creative survival strategies of African-Americans who endured Jim Crow racism. 

Fitzhugh Brundage claims that “whites, blinded by both hubris and racism, ignored the 

wholeness of black community life in targeted areas and saw only degraded environments that 

impeded their ambitions for their cities."1 Ironically, some African-Americans saw the same 

image. The mixed blessing that was called urban renewal changed the East Washington 

community forever. Residents no longer shopped at Scoggins Groceries, nor danced at the 

Zanzibar. Women no longer visited Ms. Ann’s beauty salon, nor did men gather at John Fallen’s 

barber shop. By the mid 1960s, most of the forty-five acre community was bulldozed over. 

Despite the complete overhaul of the residences, businesses, churches, schools and social 

institutions, despite the emigration of many of its citizens, the East Washington community left a 

legacy that is inundated with thousands of unsung heroes.  

 These resilient African-Americans created a self-sufficient community despite Jim 

Crow, Ku Klux Klan violence and a lack of government assistance. This community that 

emerged from segregation and environmental racism became a beacon of community, extended 

kinship and racial uplift. Families helped kin migrate to a better place. Neighbors helped friends 

survive every day struggles and adults helped children remain within the boundaries of safety. 

                                                 
1 W. Fitzhugh Brundage. The Southern Past: A Clash of Race and Memory (Cambridge: 

Belknap Press, 2005), 230.  
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While many residents today reach for hand outs, East Washington residents, with little financial 

and political resources, sought to help out. Their commitment to struggle along with their 

uncompromising will to provide a better world for future generations is voiced in this collective 

history.  
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