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APPENDIX E 

EndSurvey 
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APPENDIX F 

Guidelines for English 1102 at KSU  
(developed by the Composition Committee, Dept. of English, Kennesaw State University) 

 
English 1102 at Kennesaw State University extends and reinforces the objectives in English 
1101, but focuses on writing from sources. At the end of the course, the instructor should be able 
to certify that students can write at an acceptable level in the university; that is, this course 
should prepare students to write, read, and think in ways that will allow them to do the academic 
work that they will be assigned across the university.  Thus students at KSU should sit for the 
Regents Essay Examination during their 1102 course. 
 
Students who finish 1102 should be able to think through competing claims; apply a theoretical 
concept in order to evaluate or interpret phenomenon; find outside sources on a particular topic; 
organize information in a paper that is unified, coherent, and free of the most egregious surface 
infelicities; and use the conventions of a system of documentation accurately. But chiefly 
students should be able to write about the complexity of an issue. 
 
Readings for 1102 should come from across the disciplines. While it is certainly acceptable to 
use a literary work, or one that has had "literariness thrust upon it, " as critic Terry Eagleton puts 
it, this course is not, as it is in many universities, an introduction to literature. It is rather a 
writing course that introduces students to some of the ways knowledge is created at the 
university. One goal of the course, therefore, is introduce students to texts and genres across the 
curriculum.  
 
Another goal is to introduce students to the different kinds of evidence that disciplines use to 
construct their arguments. As English faculty, we are not trained nor are we expected to teach 
students how to write advanced papers in their majors. And we certainly cannot teach a course in 
research methods that will prepare students for any eventuality they may encounter at the 
university. It is sociology's job to teach students to do sociological research and to write upper-
level papers in sociology, just as it is the task of literature professors to teach students to carry 
out literary research and then to write literary criticism. But it is our task to show students that 
not all texts are the same and that not all academic arguments rely on the same methods.  
 
Two main approaches seem to be prevalent among instructors of 1102 at Kennesaw State 
University. One is the "research" approach.  Many instructors who take this approach either use 
or have used Ballenger's The Curious Researcher. Here students read about a given broad topic –
like community, or place, or work—and then spend most of the semester using various research 
methods to explore that topic. As students research, they  write reports on their research, analyze 
what particular sources mean, reflect on the relevance of the research, compose annotated 
bibliographies, deliver oral presentations,  write extended arguments, and so forth.  
 
The other approach is more "text-based." Many who take this approach focus on  a particular 
topic—like the Ideal Society, Language and Self, Death and Dying—using readings from across 
several disciplines, either collected by the instructor or by the makers of "across the disciplines" 
anthologies. Students use those common readings to write various kinds of papers that critique, 
evaluate, analyze, and synthesize sources. Students then are asked to go beyond the assigned 
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texts and search for sources that allow them to extend their arguments on the topic. Here, again, 
students write reports on their research, freewrite on what they are learning, compose annotated 
bibliographies, deliver oral presentations, write extended arguments integrating sources, and so 
forth.  
 
Despite the emphasis on reading and on research, English 1102 is still primarily a writing course. 
The purpose of the readings and the research is to engage students in the academic enterprise. 
But the main purpose of the course is to teach students to write in ways that are acceptable in the 
academic community. Thus, we use invention exercises, peer groups, multiple drafts, free writes, 
editing lessons, and so forth—all the pedagogical techniques we know or can devise to help 
students learn that what they write is better when it goes through a complex, recursive process. 
 
The course thus reinforces and extends lessons on rhetoric—purpose, audience, genre, style, and 
voice.  Perhaps the most important lesson we can teach in 1102 is that the student counts in this 
enterprise—her voice, his curiosity, the answers she finds, his relationship with the audience, the 
topic she selects, the research question he formulates, the thesis she composes over time. That is, 
we help students to do their own intellectual work rather than merely to hand in assignments. 
Thus we use class time to discuss explicitly the ethics of language use and academic integrity, 
and we teach them how to construct texts in way that will uphold their integrity.  
 
For most instructors at Kennesaw State, teaching a "research project"—wherein there are many 
phases and different kinds of student texts supervised by the teacher—or teaching a  "researched 
essay"—wherein students write a sustained, clear, critically thought-out argument supported by a 
variety of sources—is more productive than teaching the "research paper"—wherein, at worst, 
students merely download a paper from the internet or, at best, hand in a patchwork quilt of 
quotations. Many instructors find it more effective to assign a number of small papers than one 
very long paper at the end. Ideally, the final paper should be a culmination of work done 
throughout the semester.   
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APPENDIX G 

Intro Research Assignment  

The Assignment 
For this assignment you will watch a television program (at least 30 minutes in length, 
including commercials) on a topic of particular interest to you on a network of your choice. If 
possible, try to watch the program at least twice in its entirety, taking general notes on  

the program 
the commentators/narrators/hosts 
the information provided 
the design, layout, and graphics 
the commercials and advertisements 
anything else that seems particularly interesting or important to you 

 
Examples of or suggestions for useful programs might be rating specials on VH1, MTV, CMT, 
BET, or Bravo; documentaries on the History Channel; local or national news specials; etc. 
Plan to access program schedules on network websites and check with me if you have any 
questions about your program choice. Note that a number of networks now allow you to 
watch full episodes of programs on their websites. 
  
The Research 
After viewing the program, come up with a list of at least 5 questions from your notes.  

• What additional information do you need to better understand the 
program or topic?  

• What left you puzzled or confused?  
• What was surprising, even shocking? 

  
Search for answers to these questions and related information using any resources that you 
choose and making note of those resources and your search process. Take at least 40 minutes 
to an hour to work through this part of the assignment. Keep in mind that research really can 
go on endlessly as you delve further into the topic and find related ideas that you might want 
to explore. This research is preliminary and is designed simply to give you some exposure to 
how you might go about finding answers to your questions. 
  
Sharing Your Findings 
Once you have begun researching answers to your questions, you will have an opportunity to 
share your findings with peers on our course discussion board. 
 
Finally, plan to draft and to submit a narrative essay of at least 500 words (following 
guidelines for Document Format) in which you accomplish the following: 

• briefly summarize the program/topic 
• introduce the questions that you generated 
• discuss your primary findings, and, as you begin finalizing your 

preliminary research on this topic  
• explain how you might use the program as a source for a larger 

research project (hypothetically, of course) 
• explain how you could develop a research project around this topic or 

around the specific questions that came to mind, trying to imagine 
how the project could move beyond this program, or alternately, how 
it might deal with one very specific detail in the program 
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Since this assignment calls for a Narrative Essay, you are welcome to use first person but 
should address how this research might benefit a larger audience and how, realistically, you 
could turn this preliminary research into a project that would be of interest to that audience. 
See syllabus for due date. 
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APPENDIX H 
 

Final Research Project 

The Assignment 
Combining the research and critical opinions that you have formulated throughout the 
semester, you will compose a final argumentative essay of 6-8 pages (1500 - 2000 words 
minimum) or a comparable project* in which you clearly explain, respond to, and analyze the 
topic. The project should not serve merely as a restatement of the information that you have 
found in your research through the opinions of scholars in the field (the typical research 
paper) but should instead add to the preexisting thoughts and ideas about the subject—the 
conversation.  
 
You also have the opportunity to create a website, multimedia project, bound book/guide, 
etc. for this assignment instead of the paper that still meets basic assignment guidelines, 
including a works cited page/bibliography. Please contact me with questions or ideas before 
you get started.  
*A PowerPoint presentation does not meet the requirements for this project although I am happy to 
discuss projects that may be supplemented by PowerPoint presentations on an individual basis. 
  
Tips for Success 

• You should work to express clearly and to support a claim in your project; your 
purpose is twofold, both to inform and to persuade. 

• Your project should include 5-6 sources that you have consulted during the 
semester on your topic. Feel free to use additional sources as necessary. 

• Sources that appear on the works cited page (bibliography) must be cited within 
the project. Use proper MLA style (or a citation style appropriate for your 
audience/discipline—contact me if you are not using MLA) for both. Incorrect 
citations will count against you. 

• Avoid using the first person unless you have personal experience that will act as 
evidence in support of your argument, and only use first person in that section of 
the essay. 

• Avoid allowing your sources to take over your project—respond, comment, 
explain. Remember that this project is yours; make your argument clear and 
convincing for your readers. 

• Your audience and purpose will determine how you approach the project and what 
information you choose to include.  

1. What do you hope to accomplish with this project?  
2. Who are your readers and what do they need to know?  
3. Why will they want to read/view/use this project?  
4. What do they bring to the table? 

• Be sure to use proper grammar and mechanics throughout. 
 
Invention Writing and Drafting 
After conducting research and developing your ideas on your subject, the next step in 
preparing for your project is brainstorming and planning. Even before you draft, be sure that 
you take time to organize your ideas and to omit ideas that will be irrelevant to your larger 
purpose. Planning and thinking ahead will save you a great deal of time and frustration during 
the revision process. Using the suggestions for invention writing and planning posted on our 
Vista site, prepare a completed peer draft to workshop with your peers on the day that peer 
response will take place. Include a description of your audience and purpose on your draft. 
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Due Date 
The final project is due during the final week of class and will count as the final. Be sure that 
you have included a copy of each source used in the project and a description of your 
audience and purpose. Submit completed projects to my office in an envelope or folder OR 
via email attachment in Vista. 


