
 Georgia 
Old-Time Fiddlers 

Conventions 
Centennial
Celebration    

Welcome to Veterans Memorial Hall 
formerly known as Taft Hall (1909 - ), 
named in honor of President William 
Howard Taft who was the honored 
guest at the dedication of what 
was then known as the Atlanta 
Auditorium-Armory of which the hall 
named in his honor was a part.  Taft 
Hall was the scene of square dances 
following the last night’s event of the 
annual Georgia Old-Time Fiddlers 
Conventions.

Atlanta Auditorium-Armory (later 
known as Atlanta City Auditorium) 
was built in downtown Atlanta, 
Georgia in 1909. It was renovated in 
1938, and then partially destroyed 
during a fire in 1940. It reopened in 
1943, and was later sold to Georgia 
State University in 1979.

Interior of the Auditorium, 1945

Exterior of the Auditorium, 1949

Demolition of the Auditorium, 1981

Veterans Memorial Hall and City Auditorium



Source: Contemporary Issues of
The Atlanta Constitution, The Atlanta Georgian, and The Atlanta Journal

1913  Tuesday – Thursday,  
April 1 – 3

1914  Wednesday – 
Saturday, February 
18 – 21

1915  Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday, Saturday, 
February 2, 3, 5, 6

1916    Wednesday – 
Saturday, January  
26 – 29

1917  Tuesday – Thursday,  
April 10 – 12

1918  Thursday – Saturday, 
February 28 –  
March 2

1919  Thursday – Saturday, 
November 20 – 22

1920  Friday, Saturday, 
November 19, 20

1921  Friday, Saturday, 
September 30, 
October 1

1922  Friday, Saturday,  
June 23, 24 

1922  Friday, Saturday, 
September 29, 
30 (Georgia State 
Championship 
Convention)

1923  Tuesday – Friday,  
July 10 – 13

1923  Friday, Saturday,  
October 26, 27

1924  Friday, Saturday, 
November 7, 8

1925  Friday, Saturday,  
October 30, 31

1926  Friday, Saturday, 
September 
17, 18 (First All 
Southern Fiddling 
Championship)

1927  Thursday – Saturday, 
September 1 – 3 
(All-states Fiddlers’ 
Convention)

1927  Friday, Saturday, 
November 18, 
19 (Contest for 
Championship of  
the South)

1928  Friday, Saturday, 
September 28, 29

1929  Friday, Saturday, 
May 3, 4 (Interstate 
Association)

1929  Friday, Saturday, 
September 27, 28

1930  Friday, Saturday, 
April 4, 5 (All-South 
fiddler competition)

1930  Friday, Saturday, 
September 26, 27

1931  Friday, Saturday, 
August 28, 29 
(Interstate Fiddlers’ 
Convention)

1931  Friday, Saturday, 
September 25, 26

1932  Friday, Saturday, 
March 18, 19 
(Interstate Fiddlers’ 
Convention)

1932  Friday, Saturday, 
September 2, 3 
(Interstate Fiddlers’ 
Convention) 

1933   No newspaper 
coverage found.

1934  Friday, Saturday, 
March 23, 24 
(Southeastern 
Old-Time Fiddlers’ 
Convention)

1934  Friday, Saturday, 
August 24, 25

1934   Friday, Saturday, 
September 28, 
29 (Interstate 
Convention)

1935  Friday, Saturday, 
September 20, 21

dates



Adams, Alonzo (Rome, 1919)
Adamson, Tom (Heflin, AL, 1927)
Adelman, Elmira (Morgan County – Recitation, Age 4, 1913)
Adkinson, Columbus (Lawrenceville, 1913)
Aiken, Luke (1922)
Alexander, Bud (Bryson City, NC, 1926)
Alexander, Peg-leg (Ellijay, 1930)
Allen, Bill (Murphy, NC, 1927)
Allen, James M. (Morgan County, 1913)
Alloway, Rev. A. G. (Rabun County, 1929)
Anderson, Andy (Square Dance Caller, 1935)
Asbury, Ben (Austin, TX, 1926)
Bagley, Bob (Dancer, 1917)
Bagley, Jim (Forsyth County, 1915)
Bagley, Ross (Cumming, 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1919, 1920)
Bailey, Slim (Tennessee Firecrackers bandleader, 1934)
Bandy, Henry L. (Petroleum, KY, 1930)
Banks Brothers (Ware County, 1918)
Bankston, Emmett (Ingleside, 1928)
Bankston, Walter (Lithonia, 1913)
Barnes, George (Fannin County, 1915)
Barnett, Otis (Douglasville, 1913)
Barnyard Roosters (1934)
Barton, Bone Beater (Rye Patch, 1925)
Bartow, J. M. (Duluth, 1923)
Bartow, J. N. (Gwinnett County, 1914, 1915)
Beard, Billy (Convention Supervisor, Interstate, 1934)
Beasley, George (Walhalla, SC, 1926)
Beasley, Long John (Fannin County, 1916)
Beasley, Long John (Gwinnett County, 1917)
Beatty, Hugh Marr (Lithonia, 1913)
Beggs, Judge Martin (Fannin County, 1914)
Bender, Uncle Abe (Union County, 1922)
Bentley, E. J. (Dacula, 1913)
Bentley, R. M. (Dacula, 1913)
Biles, J. D. (1918)
Biles, J. M. (1918)
Bill Gatins Jug Band (1934)
Billingsley, Cockeyed (Glynn County, 1917)
Bisbee, Uncle Sam (Blue Ridge, 1919)
Bishop, John (Gwinnett County - Banjo, 1919)
Bivens, Uncle Bob (North Georgia, 1922)
Bivens, Uncle Tod (Sandy Creek, 1919)
Black, John (Lawrenceville, 1913)
Blackwell, J. E. (1928)
Blackwell, J. T. (1927, 1928)
Blake, J. M. (Cobb County, 1915, 1923)
Blake, Jim (1924)
Blakesley, Jeff (Chipley, 1923)
Bledsoe, Wild Bill (Pumpkin Creek, 1917)
Bloch, John (Lawrenceville, 1913)
Bobo, J. D. (Atlanta, 1914)
Bowen, Peg-Legged Abe (Banjo, 1918)
Brewer, T. M. (1924)
Bridges Boys (Chanters, 1917)
Brooks, C. A. (Rabun County - Broomstick/cigar box  

fiddle, 1918)
Brooks, C. S. (Atlanta, 1924, 1925)
Brown, Bob (1922)
Brown, Fiddlin’ Joe (Dallas, 1915, 1916, 1918, 1922)
Brown, Little Miss (Gilmer County, 1916)
Brown, Marion (Atlanta, 1931)
Brown, S. J. (Lawrenceville, 1913)
Brown, U. A. (Atlanta, 1926)
Bruce, Leonard (Lindale, 1923)
Bryant, Hal (Harris County, 1916)
Buckner, Tom (Bull fiddle, 1920)
Bullard, H. W. (Fulton, 1913, 1915)
Bullard, Moonshine Bob (1918)
Bullard, W. B. (Fairburn, 1913)
Bull Fiddle Orchestra (Lindale, 1927, 1931)
Butts, Peg Leg Jim (Forsyth County, 1922)
Byles, Jim, (Fayette County - Moo-Cow Band leader, 1927)

Caldwell Band (Carroll County, 1934)
Calhoun, Judge Andy (City Criminal Court,  

Atlanta - Contest Judge, 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1926)
Calloway, Knock ‘Em Cold (One-Man Band, 1924)
Cantrell, James Oglethorpe (Upson County, 1931)
Carlton, John (1913)
Carson, Fiddlin’ John (Blue Ridge, 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 

1917, 1918, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 
1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1934)

Carson, Grady (One-string fiddle player, 1927)
Carson, Mrs. John (Straw beater, 1913)
Chapman, P. L. (Copperhill, 1915)
Cherokee Indian Band (1934)
Childs, W. B. (Yatesville, 1913)
Chitwood, Bill (Resaca, 1926, 1928, 1930)
Christopher, W. (Atlanta - Presided over  

convention, 1927)
Cole, Emmett (Atco, 1926)
Coleman, George (Atlanta, 1928)
Collins, Joe (Stockbridge, 1924, 1925, 1928, 1930,  

1931, 1934)
Collins, Tom (Acworth, 1930)
Compton, J. P. (Florida, 1931)
Compton, M. J. (Tampa, FL, 1930)
Compton, Mac (1935)
Cooper, O. P. (Atlanta, 1926)
Cooper, O. V. (Atlanta, 1927)
Corwine, Tom (Alkahest Lyceum Bureau, 1913)
Coupland, F. S. (Rome, 1919, 1922)
Cowboy Roy (1934)
Cown, E. S. (Hogansville, 1913)
Crane, R. L. (Marietta, 1925)
Crane, R. S. (Kingston, 1923)
Crenshaw, J. R. (Covington, 1913)
Crider, J. C. (1924)
Culpepper, Little Evelina (Singer / Dancer, 1934)
Daisy May (Singer, 1932)
Davenport, Herman (Fannin County, 1924, 1925, 1926)
Davis, A. B. (Newborn, 1913)
Davis Brothers (Blackville, 1922)
Davis, Jim (Blackville, 1922)
Day, Ben (Cartersville, 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1921)
Day, C. C. (Cartersville, 1914)
Deal, Long Tom (Augusta, 1915, 1918, 1922, 1923,  

1929, 1934)
Dickerson, Wild Bill (Campbell County, 1922)
Dickson, J. L. (Locust Grove, 1915)
Dilleshaw, J. N. (Marietta, 1930)
Dixon, J. B. (Locust Grove, 1915)
Dobbs, William (Townes, 1929)
Dodd, James (College Park - Recitation, 1913)
Dubose, J. T. (Elberton, 1925)
Ducker, Peg-Leg Jack (Habersham County, 1914)
Dugger, Rance (Bibb County, 1917)
Dumlin, Tom (Chattooga - Bull fiddle, 1915)
Duncan, John (Rabun Gap, 1917, 1929)
Dunn, George (Cobb, 1915, 1921, 1922)
Dunn, Posey (Cobb County, 1922)
Durand, Max (Tennessee - Moonlight Ramblers band  

leader, 1934)
Dysart, E. E. (Contest Judge, 1919)
Elderberry, Elijah Elcanah (One-Man Band, 1924)
Elizabeth Mather College Glee Club (1917)
Elkins Brothers (Franklin, NC, 1927)
Ellington, Tom (Blue Ridge, 1925)
Elliott, Paul (Cleveland Gap - Banjo, 1931)
Ellis, T. B. (South Carolina, 1928, 1929)
Ellis, T. S. (Atlanta, 1927)
Ellis, W. G. (Powder Springs, 1913)
Ellison, Long Jim (Lost Mountain, Fannin County, 1928)
Ellison, P. B. (1929)
Evans, Bill (Lumkin County, 1930)
Ever-Ready Band (1934)

Fife, J. A. (1932)
Fife, M. (1920)
Fisher, C. H. (Chattanooga, TN, 1926)
Fowler, Tom (Lithonia, 1921)
Fox, Curly (Tennessee Fire-Crackers band leader, 1934)
Fuller, Jim, Town Marshall (Contest Judge, 1916)
Gamble, T. H. (Cherokee County - Luthier, 1921)
Garner, Jim (Guitarist, 1914)
Garner, Sgt. Sam (Glynn County, 1930)
Garston, Uncle Eb (1927)
Gatchett, Uncle Billy (Lumpkin County, 1927)
Gatins, Bill (Jug Band leader, 1934)
Giddings, Buck (1923)
Glover, W. M. (1920)
Gooding, Shorty (Blue Ridge, 1926)
Goodwin, Joe (Lindale, 1923)
Goolsby, Jim (Fannin County, 1920)
Goolsby, John (Ellijay, 1919, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925)
Goozleberry, John (1919)
Goss, Ralph (Lindale Band - Banjo, 1926)
Grant, V. A. (Murrayville, 1923)
Gray, A. A. (Tallapoosa, 1918, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, 

1924, 1925, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1934)
Gunn, W. H. (Locust Grove, 1915)
Hackett, J. E. (Rome, 1919)
Hackett, John W. (Rome, 1919, 1923)
Hall Family (White Pass - Mountain Chanters, 1916)
Hall, Florence (Madison County - Age 11, 1914,  

1915, 1916)
Hall, Millard Fillmore (Elbert County, 1914)
Hall, Nancy and Her Mt. Chanters (Singer, 1916)
Hanie, A. H. (Coweta County, 1915)
Happy Flat Band (Marietta, 1922)
Harkins, John (Rabun County, 1922)
Harper, Wiley “Shorty” (Walton County / Morgan County 

1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920, 1922, 
1928, 1930)

Harris, Arch (Sweetwater Bottom, 1931)
Harris, J. D. (Andrews, NC, 1921)
Harris, J. P. (Andrews, NC, 1925)
Harris, John (Rabun Gap, 1931)
Harris, Rufe (Rabun County, 1934)
Harris, Uncle Tom (1931)
Hawkins, John (Rabun Gap, 1922)
Hawkins, Sid (1923)
Hawkins, Ted (1934)
Hayloft Merry Makers (Silva, NC, 1935)
Haynie, A. H. (Moreland, 1921)
Helms, William (Thomaston, 1926)
Henderson, Rube (1917)
Hensley, Mack (Robinsville, NC, 1921)
Higgins, Pop (Tucker’s Cove, 1922)

Hill Billy Flatlanders (1934)
Hill, Claudie (Nacochee Valley, 1931)
Hines, Hickey (Rabun Gap, 1922)
Hocake Band (Carl Perry leader, 1934)
Hoecake Orchestra (Kennesaw Mountain, 1915)
Hoedown Dancers (Mountain City, 1924)
Hog Calling Contest (1935)
Holland, J. T. (Madison, 1913)
Holman, Charles W. (Atlanta, 1928)
Hooper, M. J. (Cumming, 1915, 1916)
Hopkins, Donald William (Okefenokee Swamp, 1917)
Hudson, Bill (Bull fiddle, 1914)
Hudson, J. F. (1914)
Hudson, J. O. (Macon, 1913)
Hudson, J. O. (Fulton, 1915)
Hunt, C. C. (Douglas County, 1916)
Hutchins, C. L. (Suwanee, 1913)
Jackson, Judge Tump (1920)
Jackson, Riley (Lakeland, FL, 1926)
James, Tut (Alabama, 1921)
Jasper, Sol (Rockdale County, 1922)
Jenkins, One-Gallus (1924)
Johnson, Curly (Cherokee Indian Band leader, 1934)
Johnson, Earl (Lawrenceville / Atlanta / Blairsville - Jew’s 

Harp, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1926, 1927, 1928, 
1929, 1930, 1931, 1934)

Johnson, Jim (Bremen, 1919)
Johnson, Joe (Blairsville, 1931)
Johnson, J. L. (Dallas, 1934)
Johnson, L. L. (East Point, 1930)
Jones, B. E. (Dacula, 1913)
Jones, C. H. (Winder, 1913)
Joseph, W. A. (Athens, 1913)
Jug Town Orchestra (Atlanta, 1931)
Jugtown Jugglers Band (Jugtown, 1931)
Keith, W. G. (Gainsville, 1922, 1923, 1927, 1928, 1929,  

1930, 1931)
Keith, W. T. (1924)
Kempton, Thomas C. (Brunswick, 1913)
Keown, Emory S. (Loganville, 1913)
Kincade, Ed (1924)
Knight, T. F. (Kennesaw, 1925)
Lamb, Bill (Rabun County, 1922)
Landers, M. (Lawrenceville, 1913)
Landrum, Henry (Atlanta, 1913)
Langford, W. L. (Lindale, 1925)
Lanzer, Carl (Professional violinist / violin maker, 1926)
Lawson, Red Neck Jim (Milton County / Gwinnett / Atlanta / 

Chattahoochee / Exposition Mills 1914, 1916, 1918, 1919, 
1920, 1921, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1928, 1929, 1930)

Lee, Jack (Rome, 1919)
Lee, Joe (Rome, 1919, 1922, 1923)

Lewis, Legs (Blue Ridge - Dancer, 1924)
Lick Skillet Band (Cobb County, 1918)
Lick Skillet Orchestra (Kennesaw Mountain / Cobb County / 

Rabun County, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1923, 
1924, 1925, 1927, 1929, 1935)

Lightning Bugs (Band, 1934)
Lindale String Band (1923, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927,  

1928, 1930)
Lingerfelt, Bill (1922)
Lingerfelt Brothers (Cartersville, 1919)
Lingerfelt, W. M. (Fulton County, 1920, 1923, 1924)
Lingerfelt, William (1927)
Linthicum, Major W. H. (Liberty County, 1914)
Littlefield, Uncle Bud (Hickory Gap, Rabun County, 1920)
Long, Mrs. Mary (Buck Dancer, 1921)
Low, T. J. (Lithonia, 1913)
Lowry, Col. Robert L. (Court of Appeals - Contest Judge, 

1914, 1916)
Ludwig, Deacon T. A. (Cobb County - Master of Ceremonies, 

1913, 1914, 1915, 1922)
Ludwig, P. D. (Cobb County, 1913)
Lumpkin, Allen (North Georgia, 1913)
Lynch, S. G. (Monticello, 1926)
Mac Compton’s Serenaders (Band, 1935)
Maddox, Joe McWilliams (1924)
Malone, K. P. (Lindale Band - Clarinet, 1926)
Manning Brothers (Cogginsville, 1915)
Manning, Lew (Irish fiddler, 1932)
Manning, Throe (1934)
Marston, Lewis (Uncle Bud and His Boll Weevils, 1934)
Matthews, J. M. (East Point, 1913)
Matthews, Little Miss Sally (Dancer, 1934)
McHensley, J. C. (Robinsonville, NC, 1921)
McMichael, Hick (Tate, 1915)
McMichen, Clayton (1921, 1924)
McMichen Melody Boys (1929)
McMichen’s Rolling Rounders (Band, 1935)
McNamara, Long Tom (Early County, 1916)
McWilliams, Joe (1924)
Melton, W. F. (Woodbury, 1915, 1916)
Moo-Cow Band (Fayette County, 1927)
Moon, C. C. (Loganville, 1913, 1914)
Moonlight Ramblers (Band, 1934)
Moore, John P. (Bethlehem, 1913)
Morris, R. L. (1924)
Morris, Walter (Cartersville, 1925)
Mosley, A. S. (Lawrenceville, 1919)
Mountain Chanters (Gilmer County, 1916)
Mountain City “Hoe Down” Dancers (1924)
Nash, Buck (Atlanta, 1913)
Newman, J. (Port Huron, MI - Guitar in Newman’s  

Band, 1930)

Newman, Pete (Port Huron, MI - Banjo in Newman’s  
Band, 1930)

Newman, Sarge (Port Huron, MI - Fiddle in Newman’s  
Band, 1930)

Newman’s Fiddlers (Band, Port Huron, MI, 1930)
Newsome, Apple Jack (Sandy Mountain, 1920)
Newton County Night Hawks (Band, 1934)
Newton, Hoyt (Atlanta, 1924, 1925)
Norris, Land (Ellijay / Atco, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1923,  

1924, 1928)
Norris, Lou (1923)
Norris, S. L. (Gwinnett County, 1916, 1917)
O’Hanlon, D. (Floyd, 1915)
O’Shields, J. S. (Fulton, 1915)
Old Tray String Band (Gainesville, 1929)
Original Hill-Billies (Band - Red Sutton, Leader, 1935)
Owen, T. L. (1921)
Owens, A. J. (1922)
Owens, J. K. (Blue Ridge, 1919)
Ozark Mountaineers (Band, 1934)
Padget, Bill (1924)
Painter, J. M. (Atlanta, 1921)
Painter, Madison (Blue Ridge, 1919, 1920)
Patrick, C. P. (1929)
Payne, Iverson (Crawfordville, 1913)
Payne, James (Whitehall, 1913)
Payne, Tom Cat (Fannin County, 1923)
Peel, Col. William (Court of Appeals - Contest Judge, 1914)
Peevy, Zeke (Thompson’s Cove, 1917)
Perkins, W. C. (1929)
Perry, Carl (Monroe, 1930, 1934)
Picklesimer, Jed (Peavy’s Cove, 1922)
Pine Mountain Chanters (Singers, 1917)
Plunkett, Long Tom (Rabun County, 1917)
Poole, A. V. (Oxford / Loganville - One-armed fiddler, 1913, 

1916, 1917, 1926)
Poole, Newt (Cherokee County, 1922)
Poole, W. M. (Suwanee, 1921, 1924)
Pope’s Piney Woods Band (1931)
Porterfield, Jim (1917)
Powder Springs Dance Orchestra (1930)
Powder Springs String Band (1931, 1934)
Powers, Long Marvin (Rabun County, 1930)
Prather, John (Lithonia, 1913)
Prather, S. M. (Lithonia, 1913, 1921, 1922)
Prather, Sam (Lithonia, 1927)
Presley, Jim (Suwanee, 1919)
Presley, J. V. (Griffin, 1920)
Pressley, J. V. (Hall County, 1926, 1929)
Price, J. B. (Conyers, 1913)
Prince, Wimp (Ball Ground, 1922)
Puckett, Riley (Banjo, 1916, 1917, 1923, 1934)

Pursell, E. O. (Lake City, FL, 1927)
Ramblers (Band - Carl Perry leader, 1934)
Randall, Charley (1915)
Rawlins, Frank P. (Lithonia, 1913)
Rawson, Jim (Roswell, 1922)
Red and Raymond (WSB radio act, 1934)
Red Sutton’s Original Hill-Billies (Band, 1935)
Richardson, Bob (Marietta, 1921)
Richardson, Edward (Banjo - Age 13, 1930)
Richardson, Guy (Banjo - Age 11, 1930)
Richardson, Jerry (1922)
Richardson, M. B. (Marietta, 1923, 1930)
Richardson, N. B. (Pike, 1915)
Richardson, N. P. (1924)
Ridley, Rev. C. A. (Contest Judge, 1919)
Roberts, Fred (1923)
Robinson, E. C. (Lawrenceville, 1913)
Robinson, M. Y. (Dunwoody, 1913, 1916)
Robinson, Sam (Lithonia, 1913)
Rogers, B. R. (Woodbury, 1915)
Russell, Judge Dick (Court of Appeals - Contest Judge, 1913, 

1914, 1915, 1916, 1919, 1926)
Sanders, F. J. (Atlanta, 1931)
Satterwhite, Bill (Blue Ridge, 1929)
Scottdale String Band (1930)
Serenaders (Band - Mac Compton, leader, 1935)
Sessons, R. A. (1924)
Seymour, Mrs. S. B. (Elberton - Autoharp, 1926)
Sharp, Rex (Jews-harp, 1915)
Shaw, J. M. (Lithonia, 1913)
Shelton, Bud (Dallas, 1915)
Shelton, J. M. (Dallas, 1916)
Shelton, Jim (Dallas, 1915, 1918, 1922)
Shepard, Virgil W. (Event Manager / Secretary, 1919, 1920, 

1921, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928,  
1931, 1935)

Shields, Lula (Gaffney, SC, 1930)
Shivers, Tom (Mineral Bluff, 1920)
Silver, Whispering Dick (Atlanta, 1916)
Silvey Band (1917)
Silvey, Arthur (Rome, 1918)
Silvey, R. M. (Floyd County, 1920, 1921, 1934)
Simmons, Bill (Bartow County, 1917)
Simmons, Luke (Tracy City, TN, 1926)
Simmons, Smoky Bill (St. Mary’s, 1916)
Simons, Ab (Shady Dale, 1915)
Simonton, J. R. (Loganville, 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916)
Simp Phony Orchestra (Lick Skillet, 1914)
Singley, Ben (Loganville, 1916, 1923)
Singley, Miss Bonnie (Loganville - Banjo, 1913)
Singley, Cliff (Straw beater, 1913)
Singley, J. B. (Loganville, 1913)

Singley, Jim (Etowah, TN, 1922)
Singley, John (Smiley’s Ridge, 1917, 1918)
Singley, Mack (Loganville – Age 10, 1913)
Singley, Savannah (Loganville – Age 9, 1913)
Sisson, Allen (Frye, 1927)
Skillet Lickers (Band, 1934)
Slaughter Sisters (Robbinsville, NC, 1927)
Smart, Aleck (Meriwether County, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1923, 

1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932,  
1934, 1935)

Smith Family (Clayton County, 1917)
Smith, J. T. (Rabun County, 1917)
Smith, Julian (Atlanta, 1927)
Smith, K. B. (1927)
Smith, Old Man (Clayton County, 1917)
Smoky Ridge Band (Accompanying A. A. Gray, 1931)
Snellgrove, Stringbeans (1924)
Snyder, Professor A. L. (Griffin, Discourse on Weather, 1919)
Sorghum Band (Mud Creek, 1917)
Sorrells, T. M. (Powder Springs, 1925)
Sosebee, Jim (Kentucky, 1931)
Sour Mountain Band (1931)
Stanley, R. M. (Dacula, 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1920, 1923)
Steel, Eugene (Band leader, 1934)
Stephens, Bob (1924)
Stephens, Robert H. (Lindale Band - Banjo, 1919, 1923, 1924, 

1926, 1927, 1928)
Stewart, Ben (Ever-Ready Band leader, 1934)
Stokes, Joe (Cartersville, 1921)
Stokes, Lowe (Rome - Lindale Band, 1919, 1922, 1924,  

1925, 1926)
Stone, Henry (Newborn, 1913)
Strawriders (Tennessee, 1931)
Strickland, J. H. (Atlanta, 1913)
Strickland, J. H. (Shawney Mountain, 1916)
Strickland, Sid (Alabama, 1922)
Sutton, Red (1935)
Swanson, William (Kirkwood - Dancer, 1913)
Tanner, Arthur (Dacula, 1930)
Tanner, Gid (South River / Conyers / Lithonia / Dacula, 1914, 

1915, 1916, 1917. 1918, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, 
1924, 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1934)

Tanner, Gordon (1934)
Tap Dancers (1935)
Tarlton, Jimmie (Atlanta, 1930)
Tatham, Jep (Robbinsville, NC, 1927)
Taylor, Red (Uncle Bud and His Boll Weevils, 1934)
Teasdale, John (North Georgia, 1913)
Tench Boys (Rabun Gap, 1931)
Tennessee Firecrackers (Band, 1934)
Thomason, Alex (Fannin County, 1920)
Thompson, Peg Leg Sonnie (Rabun County, 1920)
Thompson, Tad (Hall County, 1917)
Threlkeld, William (Walton, 1915)
Threlkeld, William W. (Atlanta, 1915, 1916)
Thurman, O. C. (Cobb County, 1922)
Timmons, O. M. (Sandy Ridge, 1919)
Tribble, J. S. (Loganville, 1919)
Trimble, Elias (Dooly County, 1914)
Trimble, Jeff (Union County, 1918)
Truitt, Nahum (Union County, 1917)
Tucker, Eb (Cobb County - Bull fiddle, 1917)
Tucker, Ed (Sandy Shoals, 1923)
Tucker, Long Ed (Hiawassee, 1929)
Tucker, Pop (Titus, 1922)
Tucker, Uncle Enos (Tucker’s Mill, 1918)
Tucker, Uncle Wash (Fannin County, 1917)
Tumlin, Uncle Jack (Rabun, 1929)
Tumlin, Uncle Jeems (1930)
Turner, Ad (Dancer, 1928)
Tweedy Brothers (1934)
Tyson, J. V. (Hogansville, 1913)
Uncle Bud and His Boll Weevils (Birmingham, AL - Band, 1934)

Wade, Bob (Lindale, 1923)
Wages, Joe (Okefenokee Swamp, 1923)
Walker, Alma Gluck (DeKalb County, 1934)
Walker, M. C. (DeKalb County, 1934)
Walton, Tubby (Secretary, 1931)
Wardwell, Zeke (Bald Mountain Caruso - Singer, 1914, 1915)
Ware, W. M. (Atlanta, 1913)
Warren, Timsey (Rockdale - Contest Judge, 1913)
Watkins, Ed (Ellijay - Square Dance Caller, 1929)
Watson, E. M. (Seville, 1927)
Watson, Lem (Cherokee Co. - One-Man Band, 1931)
Watts, John (1927)
Watts, Uncle Billy (Rabun Gap, 1926)
Watts, Uncle Eli (Ringgold, 1927)
Weaver, Capt. Homer J. (1913, 1914, 1916, 1917)
Weaver, Little Willie (North Georgia, 1924)
Wellington, James (1921)
Wells, Dock (Union County, 1917)
Wells, Miss Emilia (Sumter County, 1929)
West, H. G. (Tallapoosa, 1923, 1924)
West, Stick (Tennessee - Banjo, 1922)
Whaley, Clair (Stone Mountain, 1913)
Whaley, J. R. (Luxomni, 1915, 1916)
Whaley, Russ (Stone Mountain, 1913, 1914)
Whaley, W. C. (Stone Mountain, 1914, 1915, 1916)
Wheeler, Mrs. J. P. (1931, 1934)
Whitaker, Matthew Mark (Bald Knob, 1915)
White, Alex (Rabun Gap, 1913)
White, J. W. (Atlanta, 1920, 1921)
White, W. A. (1929)
White, Will (Polk, 1923)
Whitmire, Uncle Jeems (Black Snake Cove,  

Union County, 1931)
Whittaker, Jim (Orlando, FL, 1927)
Whittier Brothers (1927)
Wilkes, Sam (Contest Judge, 1915)
Wilkins, J. E. (Auburn, 1913)
Willard, Bill (Banjo, 1931, 1934)
Willard, Bill (McDonough, 1928)
Williams, Bill (Gwinnett County - Bull fiddle, 1931)
Williams, Earle (1928)
Williams, Col. Eb T. (Atlanta Bar - Contest Judge, 1914, 1916)
Williams, Ed (Liberty, 1918)
Williams, Long Ed (Manchester, 1929)
Williams, Tom Jack (Blue Ridge, 1920)
Wilson, Jesse (Rome, 1919)
Wooten, D. B. (Smyrna, 1921)
Wooten, D. N. (1922)
Wooten, J. P. (Smyrna, 1920)
Wooten, Posey (1917)
Wooten, T. P. (Smyrna, 1925)
Wopton, D. P. (Smyrna, 1919)
Wright, B. F. (Atlanta, 1921)
Wright, B. F. (Blackwell, 1923, 1924)
Wright, B. F. (Columbus, 1927)
Wright, Joe (1924)
Yodeling Vocalists (1935)
Young Brothers (Andrews, NC, 1931)
Young, Bob (Newton County, 1913)
Young, Bob (Walton, 1913, 1915)
Young, Bob (1916)
Young, Bob (Fannin County, 1917)
Young, Charlie (Andrews, NC, 1927)
Young, Moonshiner Bob (Cobb County, 1914, 1915)
Young, Robert (Newton County, 1913)

Georgia Old-Time Fiddlers Conventions 1913-1935
Participants

Source: Contemporary Issues of The Atlanta Constitution, The Atlanta Georgian, and The Atlanta Journal



songs / tunes
Alabama Jubilee
Alabama Traveler
All Bound Round With a 

Woolen String
Annie Laurie
Arkansas Traveler
Bacon and Collards
Balmoral
Bear Went Over the 

Mountain, The
Bile Them Cabbage Down
Billy in the Low Ground
Black Eyed Susan
Bonaparte’s Retreat
Bone Dry Blues
Braddock’s Defeat
Bridges Boys, The
Bucking Mule
Buffalo Gals
Bully of the Town
Cackling Hen
Careless Love
Carry Me Back To Old 

Virginny
Casey Jones
Chicken Before Day
Chicken in the Bread Tray
Cindy
Coming Home with Jenny 

After Dark
Cotton Eyed Joe
Cotton Field Blues
Cripple Creek
Devil Among the Yearlings
Devil Before Day
Devil in the Pea Patch
Devil in the Wheat Patch
Devil’s Dream

Dixie
Dixie Cowboy
Eleven Dollar Song
Essence of Old Virginia
Everybody Works But 

Father
Fisher’s Hornpipe
Forked Deer
Forty Cats in the Wallet
Gal I Left Behind Me, The
Getting Upstairs
Give the Fiddler a Dram
Goin’ Down to Doney’s 

House
Going Down to Town
Gray Hoss in the 

Wilderness
Grey Eagle
Grey Hoss in the New 

Ground
Hell Broke Loose in 

Georgia
Hoedown Joe
Hog in the Canebrake
Hop Light Ladies
I’m Satisfied
In the Gloaming
Irish Washerwoman
It’s a Long Way to 

Tipperary
Jackson’s March
Johnny in the Low Ground
Johnson’s Steamboat
Juanita
June Apple
Just a Song at Twilight
Katy Bar the Door
Katy Hill
Kicking Mule

Kilcranie
Ladies’ Fancy
Laughing Song, The
Leather Britches
Let’s Go Fishing
Listen to the Mockingbird
Little More Sugar in the 

Hills, A
Little Brown Jug
Little Old Log Cabin in the 

Lane
Miller Boy
Mississippi Sawyer
Molly Call the Cattle Home
Moonshine Blues
Mullinax
My Last Old Dollar’s Done 

Gone
My Old Kentucky Home
Nancy Rollin
Old Band Box, The
Old Dan Tucker
Old Gray Eagle
Old Gray Horse Out in the 

Wilderness
Old Gray Hoss
Old Gray Mare, The
Old Hen Cackled
Old Hen Cackled and the 

Rooster’s Going to Crow
Old Joe Clark
Old Miss Meacham
Over the Waves
Polly Put the Kettle On
Polly, Call the Cows Home
Polly, Go Milk the Cows
Pop Goes the Weasel
Possum Up the Gum 

Stump

Pretty Betty Martin
Prosperity and Love Are 

With Me Now
Rackin’ Pony
Rocker Mountain Bout
Roll On Sweet Chariot
Rollin’ Pin Lize
Run Along Honey
Rye Straw
Sally Ann
Sally in the Wildwood
Shanghi Chicken
Shortening Bread
Silver Threads Among the 

Gold
Snapfinger
Soap Suds Over the Fence
Soldier’s Joy
Star Spangled Banner
Sugar in the Gourd
Swannee River
Sweet Bunch of Dasies
Sweet Bye and Bye
Tampy, Strawberries
Thompson’s Old Gray 

Mule
Tom and Jerry
Turkey in the Straw
Virginia Reel
Walk Along, John
We Will Follow Jesus
When You and I Were 

Young, Maggie
Whoa, Mule, Whoa
Wild Hog in the 

Canebrake
Windy Morning, The



winners
Source: Contemporary Issues of

The Atlanta Constitution, The Atlanta Georgian, and The Atlanta Journal
1913
J. B, Singley, Loganville First, $20.00
John Bloch, Lawrenceville Second, $17.00
P. A. Ludwig, Marietta Third, $15.00
Fiddlin’ John Carson Fourth, $12.00
J. M. Matthews, East Point Fifth, $10.00
R. H. Young, Jersey Sixth, $8.00
C. C. Moon, Loganville Seventh, $7.00
Mack Singley, Loganville Eighth, $5.00
Wiley B. “Shorty” Harper, Monroe Ninth, $3.00
John M. Carlton, Cartersville Tenth, $2.00

1914
Fiddlin’ John Carson First, $50.00
Wiley B. “Shorty” Harper, Monroe Second, $35.00
J. O. Hudson, Fulton Third, $25.00

1915
Deacon P. A. Ludwig, Cobb County First, $50.00
Florence Hall, Comer (Age 14) Second, $25.00
Fiddlin’ John Carson Third, $20.00
Gid Tanner Fourth, $15.00
W. W. Threlkeld (The Fiddling Shriner) $10.00
J. H. Matthews, East Point $10.00
J. O. Hudson $5.00
Clayton McMichen, Fulton County 

(Age 14)
$5.00

Joe Brown, Dallas $5.00
Jim Shelton, Dallas $5.00

1916
Wiley B. “Shorty” Harper, Monroe First, $50.00
Louise Hall, Gilmer County (Age 14) Second, $30.00
W. F. Melton, Woodbury Third, $20.00
Ross Bagley, Cumming Fourth, $17.50

1917
John Silvey, Floyd County First
Bob Bullard, Fulton Second
H. J. McKee, Newnan Third

1918
A. A. Gray, Tallapoosa First

1919
F. B. Coupland, Rome First
Madison Painter, Blue Ridge Second
A. A. Gray, Tallapoosa Third
Wiley “Shorty” Harper, Madison Fourth
J. T. Tribble, Walton County First (Banjo)
B. H. Stevens, Rome Second (Banjo)
John Bishop, Gwinnett County Third (Banjo)
Land Norris, Ellijay Fourth (Banjo)

1920
R. M. Stanley First
Anita Sorrells Second
A. A. Gray, Tallapoosa Third
Miss Minnie Ray First (Dance)

1921
A. A. Gray, Tallapoosa First

1922
A. A. Gray, Tallapoosa First, $25.00 and Fiddle
Clayton McMichen, Fulton County Second, $30.00
Fiddlin’ John Carson Third, $25.00
Bob Stevens, Lindale First (Banjo), $15.00
Bob White, Atlanta Second (Banjo), $10.00

1923
Fiddlin’ John Carson First

1924
Lowe Stokes, Cartersville First

1925
Lowe Stokes, Cartersville First

1926
Earl Johnson First

1927
Fiddlin’ John Carson First

1928
Gid Tanner First

1929
A. A. Gray, Tallapoosa First and Gold Medal

1930
Joe Collins, Stockbridge First, $50.00 and Gold Medal
Anita Sorrells Wheeler, Powder Springs Second, $25.00
A. A. Gray, Tallapoosa Third, $15.00

1931
Anita Sorrells Wheeler, Atlanta First
Bill Willard, Henry County First (Banjo)

1932 1933
Unavailable Unavailable

1934
A. A. Gray (Southeastern Convention) First (Fiddle)
Curly Johnson (Southeastern 

Convention)
Second (Fiddle)

Anita Sorrels Wheeler, Atlanta First (Fiddle)
A. A. Gray, Tallapoosa Second (Fiddle)
Ozark Mountaineers First (Band)
Uncle Bud and His Boll Weevils First (Band)
Riley Puckett First (Banjo)
Joe Scott (Southeastern Convention) First (Dance)
Red Taylor First (Dance)

1935
Unavailable



images from old-time fiddling

Fiddlin’ John Carson A.A. Gray Anita Sorrells Wheeler

Left to Right: [W.G.] Keith, Gid Tanner, A.A. Gray, and Henry West at  
Lookout Mountain

Left to Right: Lowe Stokes, Riley Puckett, and Gid Tanner

“Shortening Bread” “A Fiddlers’ Convention in Georgia”

A.A. Gray’s 1929 First Place Medal
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