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Christine Gallant Christine Gallant   •   Professor Emerita of English (CAS)   •   cgallant@gsu.edu

EMERITI AUTHORS

Beverly Armento, Professor Emerita of Middle-
Secondary Education, reports an update of 
her article in Winter 2019 EmeriTies, “Writing 
a Memoir and Finding an Agent,” that should 
encourage all the other storytellers out there. 
She did indeed finish her memoir, Seeing Eye 
Girl: A Memoir of Madness, Resilience, and 
Hope, and it was published by SheWrites Press 
in 2022 (https://www.amazon.com/
Seeing-Eye-Girl-Madness-Resilience/
dp/1647423910/).
	As the “Seeing Eye Girl” for her blind, 
artistic, and mentally ill mother, Emerita 
Armento was closely connected to her though 
suffering abuse. She was Strong Beverly at 
school—excellent in academics and mentored 
by caring teachers—but at home she was 
Weak Beverly, cowed by her mother’s rage 
and delusions of Communists, radiation, and 
lurking Italians. Her mother regained her sight 

with two corneal transplants in 1950 and 
achieved a moment of fame as an artist, but 
this did nothing to stop her disintegration. To 
survive, Armento had to be resilient. She shares 
her coping strategies and the ways in which 
school and church served as refuges, ultimately 
liberating herself from the psychological chains 
that bound her to her mother.
	Seeing Eye Girl has won several awards: 
the Gold Award from the Non-Fiction Authors 
Association, 2023; the Bronze Medal in the 
Independent Publisher Book Awards, 2022; and 
it was a Finalist in the Foreword Indies Book 
of the Year Awards, 2022. It has also garnered 
a strongly positive review from Kirkus Reviews 
(Feb. 2022), which is no mean feat. This review 
concluded: “Sublime writing brightens an 
unforgettable, harrowing personal account.”
	Congratulations, Professor Emerita 
Armento! 
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Update: Publishing a Memoir and Getting Reviews
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OUR NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC QUEST TO 
THE GALAPAGOS
Walt ThompsonWalt Thompson   •   Regents’ Professor Emeritus of Education   •   wrthompson@gsu.edu 
Deon ThompsonDeon Thompson   •   Professor Emeritus of Physical Therapy   •   dthompson@gsu.edu

“THIS IS AN EXPEDITION, NOT A PLEASURE CRUISE!” 
Our first encounter with National Geographic/Lindblad 
Expeditions was aboard the National Geographic 
Endeavor II (https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
expeditions/ships/national-geographic-endeavour-
ii/) to the Galápagos. After consulting with a friend from
Duke University, we booked our trip for the first week 
of November 2022. Our friend told us it would be an 

“active” vacation and he was right. The ship held about 100 
passengers, small enough to provide beach landings using 
a zodiac boat or departures for snorkeling, kayaking and 
stand-up paddle boarding. 
	 The first week of November in the Galápagos was 
magical. It seemed as if all those animals decided to have 
their babies at the same time, and we got to see all of 
them—including the elusive albatross mating dance.  
(These birds spend as much as a year or more in the air 
without touching land.) Each of the eight islands we visited 
had something new to offer. 
	 Our next “expedition” in August 2023 was to Alaska. 
We started the two weeks in Fairbanks, traveled through 
Denali Park, then on to Anchorage. We then flew to 
Juneau to board the National Geographic Quest (https://
www.nationalgeographic.com/expeditions/ships/
national-geographic-quest/). Much like Endeavor II,
the Quest holds about 100 passengers and is small enough 
to get up close to glaciers. 
	 This was again an active voyage with hiking 
opportunities every day. Options included beach hiking, a 
moderate hike on trails, or “bushwhacking” in search of 
the elusive grizzly bear. During our journey in Alaska, we 

saw moose, caribou, Dall sheep, grizzly bears, black bears, 
mountain goats, and lots of salmon swimming upstream. 
	 If you are looking for a cruise where you can sit back, 
enjoy the sun and a sit by the pool, this isn’t for you. But if 
you are into nature, history, science and want to be active, 
National Geographic/Lindblad is the one. One of the unique 
features of National Geographic/Lindblad is the inclusion 
of 6-8 trained and certified naturalists and at least one 
professional photographer who accompany each small 
group and also provide daily briefings, lectures, and special 
presentations. “An expedition, not a pleasure cruise,” is a 
perfect way to describe these incredible once-in-a-lifetime 
adventures.
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CHAIR’S COLUMN
TED WADLEYTED WADLEY  
Associate Professor Emeritus of English (Perimeter College)   •   twadley@gsu.edu

AS I WRITE AT THE END OF SEPTEMBER,
we’re heading into cooler days and beautiful weather. On 

campus, classes are in full swing, and our erstwhile colleagues 

have returned to teaching and research after a much-needed 

summer break. The Emeriti Association helps us, now in 

retirement, maintain connections with each other and with 

the university. We can be proud of the accomplishments and 

initiatives GSU is making this year. 

	 The Coordinating Board is working to build recognition 

of emeriti. We have good relations with several deans, and 

we especially want to thank Provost Nicolle Parsons-Pollard, 

whose newsletter now includes an “Emeriti Spotlight” 

(https://provost.gsu.edu/news/newsletter/
august-2023-newsletter/#emeriti). Leading emeriti

are also being honored at home football games with a picture 

on the video board and narrative from the announcer. There 

have already been responses from former students. By the way, 

the Panthers are off to a 4-0 start this season!

	 And we hope to see you at our annual Emeriti Holiday 

Reception and Gala at the Rialto Center!

2

UNIVERSITY BENEFITS
FOR EMERITI
Christine GallantChristine Gallant   •   Professor Emerita of English (CAS)   •   cgallant@gsu.edu 

New emeriti, the Emeriti Association welcomes you! We remind you of
this important benefit granted by the University: emeriti retain their 

active PantherCards (photo IDs) permanently. Regular faculty retirees can only 
do this for five years. PantherCards allow access to the University libraries and 
parking decks, and give local discounts and incentives. 
	 Other benefits? The rank indicates that the professor is still formally 
affiliated with our University, and prior involvement with departmental 
graduate students and programs usually continues. Having the emeritus/a 
rank also is valuable when applying for academic panels, submitting 
manuscripts for publication, or seeking professional grants or consulting work. 

New Emeriti of 2023

ANDREW YOUNG SCHOOL OF POLICY STUDIES

David Sjoquist, Professor Emeritus of Economics.
John Thomas, Professor Emeritus of Public Management and Policy.

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Kathryn Kozaitis, Professor Emerita of Anthropology.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONSCALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

SEND ARTICLES
200-400 words long

to the editor at
cgallant@gsu.edu

Christine GallantChristine Gallant   •
Professor Emerita of English (CAS)   • 
cgallant@gsu.edu

EDITOR’S NOTE 
EmeriTies: By Emeriti and For Emeriti

!

I know that I speak for the entire Emeriti 
Association when I thank Provost 
Parsons-Pollard for her support of 

our emeriti in initiating a new feature in 
her newsletter, “Emeriti Spotlight,” that will 
focus on various emeriti who are active in 
our Association. This e-newsletter from the 
Provost’s Office has highlighted academic 
activities and news across the university since 
October 2018, and it is regularly sent to the 
present faculty and administrative staff.
	 In his most recent “Chair’s Column” 
above, Ted Wadley notes that the first 
emeritus thus interviewed is Bill Feldhaus —
an excellent choice as a former Chair of 
our Coordinating Board and its present 
Treasurer. I’ve been informed that I’ll be next 
as editor of EmeriTies. This new column in 
the “Provost’s Newsletter” should boost our 
recruitment of new emeriti from those about 
to retire. Thank you, Dr. Parsons-Pollard!
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UNIVERSITY NEWS
The start of the 2023-24 academic year began on August 21, 2023, as Georgia State welcomed to its Atlanta 
and Perimeter College campuses more than 50,000 students. 15,000 were new enrollees, with more than 
7,200 attending college for the first time.

Administration
Carrie Manning, professor of political science, has been appointed as the new Associate Provost for 
International Initiatives at Georgia State. Manning was appointed to the role in an interim capacity last March.

Sara Rosen, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, will step down effective Dec. 31, 2023. Dr. Rosen joined 
Georgia State University in 2016, previously the Senior Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and Interim Provost 
and Executive Vice Chancellor at the University of Kansas. During her time at Georgia State, Dr. Rosen helped 
to craft the College’s strategic plan for 2018-2023, and helped to develop the university-wide strategic plan 
for 2023-2033. She was instrumental in establishing numerous research centers within the College, notably 
the Humanities Research Center and the Center for Studies on Africa and its Diaspora. Lindsey Cohen, 
Distinguished University Professor of Psychology and department chair, will become Interim Dean.

Michael White has been appointed as permanent director of the Ernest G. Welch School of Art & Design after 
serving in an interim capacity. He previously directed the school from 2012 to 2018. 

Grants and Awards
	 The U.S. News & World Report ranked Georgia State as the top Public University for Undergraduate Teaching 
for the fourth straight year, and No. 2 for Innovation for the third consecutive year in its 2024 edition of Best 
Colleges. These rankings are based on a survey of presidents, provosts and admissions deans at colleges 
and universities across the country. “It comes as no surprise that we’re once again at the top of U.S. News’ 
innovation and undergraduate teaching rankings,” said Georgia State President M. Brian Blake. “Our institution 
continues to be the national model in graduating students from all backgrounds at equal, high rates.”
	 Georgia State University recently received the distinguished 2023 Simon Award for Comprehensive 
Internationalization, an honor granted to a select number of institutions that demonstrate outstanding 
innovation and accomplishment in campus internationalization.

Open enrollment for pre-65 retirees and spouses, 
who are insured under the USG just like active 
employees, is October 23 – November 3, 2023, 
through OneUSG Connect.

Medicare open enrollment for retirees and 
spouses 65+ is October 15 – December 7, 2023, 
through Alight to maintain the  
HRA benefit.

That benefit has been reduced from  
$2736/person/year to $2640 for 2024 
($96 less per year).

Healthcare UPDATE

HOLIDAY RECEPTION
The annual Emeriti Holiday Reception will take 

place at the Rialto Center for the Arts on Sunday 

afternoon, December 3. Parking, refreshments, 

and entertainment are free, thanks to the GSU 

Foundation’s support for the Emeriti Association. 

They also provide us with tickets to the School of 

Music Holiday Gala, which follows at 3 pm.

Upcoming Events

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONSCALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

SEND ARTICLES
200-400 words long

to the editor at
cgallant@gsu.edu 3
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Events & Activities 
JUST IN TIME FUND RECIPIENTS
Marc Anthony ReyesMarc Anthony Reyes  •  Scholarships and Fellowships Coordinator  •  Office of Undergraduate Research Fellowships (OURF)

This summer, two Georgia State University Honors College students, Linda Scott 
and Eshan Shah, received Just-In-Time grants that advanced their scholarly and 
professional development at meetings in their respective fields. Without this grant, 

they would not have been able to attend these national meetings.
	 Eshan, a second-year neuroscience major, used the grant to help offset the costs of 
traveling to Boston for the American Society for Nutrition’s national 2023 conference, a 
leading conference in the field of Nutrition Sciences. It was his first conference; and he 
was able to meet new people, make valuable connections, and learn more about the field 
of Nutrition. He presented a poster, which gave him professional experience in public 
speaking. Attending the conference gave Eshan a deeper understanding of his field and its 
latest scholarship.
	 Linda’s Just-In-Time grant took her out west to Butte, Montana for the annual editorial 
meeting of UReCA (NCHC Journal of Undergraduate Research and Creative Activity), the 
official undergraduate journal of the National Collegiate Honors Council. Linda, a  
third-year journalism major, was introduced to the current and new student editorial staff.  
The meeting also served as a training session for the publication’s newest members. Linda said it was 
wonderful experience to meet and bond with the other members of the editorial team. She also was trained 
in the ways that the editors and staff operate the review process for submissions. For someone who plans to 
go into publishing, it was a great introduction to the field. Thanks to the Just-In-Time grant, Linda had the 
funding necessary to pay for her flights to and from the meeting.
	 Thanks to the support of the Emeriti Association, Just-In-Time awards are making it possible for Georgia 
State Honors College students to travel to national conferences, present award-winning research, and 
receive training for vital professional development. For more information on the grant, please visit the 
Emeriti Association website or contact the Honors College.

Christine GallantChristine Gallant   •  Professor Emerita of English (CAS)   •   cgallant@gsu.edu

TIMOTHY RENICK GIVES 
CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY

Donations to the Just-In-Time Fund for 
Honors College students are requested. 
Gifts can be made online at https://
netcommunity.gsu.edu/make-a-
gift or by check. For checks, make 
payable to Georgia State University
Foundation; add to the memo 
line Emeriti Just-In-Time Fund; and
mail to: Georgia State University 
Foundation  •  P.O. Box 2668  •  
Atlanta, GA 30312-2668.

You may specify the student’s originating 
department.

The GSU Emeriti Association board has 
committed to match dollar-for-dollar, up 
to $3,750 total, every gift to the Emeriti 
Just-in-Time fund made on Georgia State 
Day. We still have a ways to go to meet 
the challenge. Every dollar helps and will 
help us toward our goal.

REQUEST FOR  REQUEST FOR  
JIT FUND DONORSJIT FUND DONORS

	 Timothy Renick, Professor Emeritus of Religious Studies and Executive Director of 
the National Institute for Student Success, testified before the House Higher Education 
and Workforce Development Committee on June 14, 2023. He was on a panel of four 
education experts that was examining innovation in American colleges and universities. 

Emeritus Renick discussed Georgia State’s transformative efforts over the past decade 
to boost graduation rates, close achievement gaps and ensure success for students from 
all backgrounds. Asked by U.S. Rep. Bobby Scott (D-Va.) about the data colleges need to 
help students succeed, Renick explained the prevailing problem isn’t a lack of data, but an 
inability to “operationalize” the data. 
	 He discussed ways in which Georgia State helps first-year students get information on 
the marketplace for their given major so they can make earlier career decisions. He also 
discussed innovations such as micro-grants targeted at students in danger of withdrawing 
from the University for financial reasons, as well as artificial intelligence-enhanced 
chatbots that allowed Georgia State to reach students at scale.
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IN MEMORIAM

Events & News 
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