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Table 1: Median Annual, Weekly, and Hourly Earnings, and Annual Hours, 2000 

  Annual Earnings Weekly Earnings Hourly Earnings Annual Hours 

Black 17,000 533 12.50 1920 

Hispanic 21,000 538 12.64 2080 

White 33,000 731 16.50 2080 

     Log difference 

    Black-white  -0.663 -0.316 -0.277 -0.080 

Hispanic-white -0.452 -0.305 -0.266 -0.000 

 

 

Table 2: Median Regression Log Annual Earnings Results, 1950-2010 

  1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

A. No controls 

          Black -0.713 -0.747 -0.582 -0.628 -0.654 -0.663 -0.903 -0.891 -0.916 -1.153 -1.601 

Hispanic -0.498 -0.320 -0.362 -0.405 -0.446 -0.452 -0.433 -0.445 -0.431 -0.460 -0.579 

            B. Control for age 

         Black -0.673 -0.683 -0.526 -0.572 -0.563 -0.624 -0.807 -0.780 -0.821 -1.029 -1.344 

Hispanic -0.350 -0.249 -0.268 -0.270 -0.285 -0.281 -0.273 -0.258 -0.260 -0.310 -0.310 

            C. Controls for age and education 

        Black -0.389 -0.472 -0.366 -0.425 -0.422 -0.470 -0.608 -0.596 -0.620 -0.734 -0.900 

Hispanic -0.088 -0.059 -0.128 -0.118 -0.149 -0.121 -0.103 -0.102 -0.098 -0.118 -0.101 

            D. Controls for age, education, location 

       Black -0.389 -0.468 -0.389 -0.438 -0.456 -0.519 -0.667 -0.655 -0.684 -0.805 -0.965 

Hispanic -0.144 -0.124 -0.128 -0.122 -0.151 -0.143 -0.151 -0.154 -0.145 -0.162 -0.155 

Notes: Coefficients are from median regression of log annual earnings on indicator variables for black and 

Hispanic.  Panels B, C, and D also progressively add additional detailed dummy controls for age, education 

level, and geographic location.  Each sample includes all non-student, native-born black, Hispanic, and 

white males ages 18-61 in the decennial Census or American Community Survey public use microdata 

samples with earnings not allocated (see text for details).  Sample sizes for all groups and years are 

sufficiently large that all coefficients are statistically significant at the one percent level, so standard errors 

are not reported. 
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Table 3: Median Regression Results, Alternative Specifications and Samples, 2000-2010 

  2000 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2000-2010 

A. Annual earnings – primary sample 

    Black -0.519 -0.667 -0.655 -0.684 -0.805 -0.965 -0.446 

Hispanic -0.143 -0.151 -0.154 -0.145 -0.162 -0.155 -0.012 

        B. Weekly earnings – primary sample 

    Black -0.441 -0.544 -0.552 -0.592 -0.681 -0.775 -0.334 

Hispanic -0.125 -0.137 -0.145 -0.143 -0.149 -0.151 -0.026 

        C. Hourly earnings – primary sample 

    Black -0.373 -0.465 -0.468 -0.507 -0.558 -0.611 -0.238 

Hispanic -0.102 -0.114 -0.126 -0.117 -0.123 -0.125 -0.023 

        D. Annual hours – primary sample 

Black -0.085 -0.134 -0.134 -0.116 -0.224 -0.436 -0.351 

Hispanic -0.012 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 -0.004 0.008 

        E. Annual earnings – worker-only sample 

    Black -0.293 -0.343 -0.344 -0.337 -0.332 -0.317 -0.024 

Hispanic -0.117 -0.145 -0.135 -0.138 -0.135 -0.131 -0.014 

        F. Annual Earnings - Non-Institutionalized Sample 

Black -0.482 -0.547 -0.539 -0.564 -0.639 -0.727 -0.245 

Hispanic -0.138 -0.139 -0.138 -0.129 -0.144 -0.133 0.005 

        G. Annual earnings – Primary sample plus foreign born 

Black -0.532 -0.650 -0.629 -0.656 -0.775 -0.971 -0.439 

Hispanic -0.186 -0.176 -0.177 -0.165 -0.160 -0.115 0.071 

        H. Annual earnings – Primary sample plus imputed earners  

Black -0.518 -0.575 -0.565 -0.607 -0.668 -0.757 -0.239 

Hispanic -0.181 -0.167 -0.164 -0.161 -0.159 -0.149 0.032 

Notes: Shown are log point earnings differentials. The primary sample includes all non-student, 

native-born white, black, and Hispanic men, ages 18-61, who report earnings (i.e., allocated earners 

are excluded where possible; see text for details). All regressions include detailed dummies for age, 

education, and location. 
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  Table 4: Non-Earnings Shares and the Treatment of Imputed Earners 

  2000 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

A. Share with No Earnings - Excluding Imputed Earners and Reweighting 

Black 0.289 0.316 0.320 0.330 0.369 0.419 

Hispanic 0.170 0.170 0.175 0.176 0.209 0.241 

White 0.103 0.117 0.118 0.123 0.138 0.166 

       B. Share with No Earnings - Excluding Imputed Earners No Reweighting 

Black 0.274 0.309 0.312 0.320 0.362 0.413 

Hispanic 0.161 0.166 0.171 0.171 0.205 0.236 

White 0.099 0.116 0.117 0.120 0.136 0.164 

       

C. Share with No Earnings - Including Imputed Earners 

  Black 0.249 0.251 0.253 0.267 0.301 0.341 

Hispanic 0.161 0.142 0.145 0.146 0.174 0.198 

White 0.092 0.103 0.104 0.109 0.123 0.144 

       D. Share with No Earnings - Imputed Earners Only 

  Black 0.206 0.089 0.092 0.129 0.123 0.138 

Hispanic 0.162 0.052 0.053 0.061 0.062 0.069 

White 0.066 0.032 0.035 0.051 0.049 0.053 

 

 

 

Table 5: Log Annual Earnings Gaps at Various Percentiles - Full Controls, 2000-2010 

  White-Black Gap   White-Hispanic Gap 

Percentile 2000 2010  2000-2010   2000 2010  2000-2010 

20 -3.571 -1.468 2.103   -0.351 -0.437 -0.086 

30 -1.221 -4.489 -3.268 

 

-0.188 -0.284 -0.096 

40 -0.689 -1.520 -0.831 

 

-0.163 -0.188 -0.025 

50 -0.519 -0.965 -0.446 

 

-0.143 -0.155 -0.012 

60 -0.436 -0.680 -0.244 

 

-0.131 -0.147 -0.016 

70 -0.387 -0.550 -0.163 

 

-0.131 -0.139 -0.008 

80 -0.356 -0.470 -0.114 

 

-0.135 -0.152 -0.017 

90 -0.344 -0.424 -0.080   -0.151 -0.166 -0.015 

Notes: All regressions include detailed dummies for age, education, and location. 
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Appendix Table A: The Share of Non-Earners and Annual Earnings Quantiles by Race/Ethnicity, 1950-2010 

  1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Share with No Earnings 

         

  

Black 0.123 0.124 0.150 0.211 0.224 0.289 0.316 0.320 0.330 0.369 0.419 

Hispanic 0.130 0.075 0.098 0.115 0.136 0.170 0.170 0.175 0.176 0.209 0.241 

White 0.081 0.058 0.062 0.071 0.074 0.103 0.117 0.118 0.123 0.138 0.166 

 

           

25th Percentile            

Black 3,150 4,294 5,674 2,306 1,344 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Hispanic 4,550 8,874 9,306 10,338 8,061 7,000 5,625 5,703 5,519 2,946 462 

White 8,750 15,744 16,796 18,530 17,735 17,000 14,272 14,666 14,191 11,628 7,856 

 

           

50th Percentile            

Black 8,750 12,881 18,385 18,370 17,466 17,000 12,593 13,037 12,614 9,302 5,546 

Hispanic 10,850 19,752 22,925 22,959 21,497 21,000 20,148 20,370 20,498 18,604 15,405 

White 17,850 27,194 32,911 34,433 33,589 33,000 31,062 31,777 31,535 29,457 27,498 

 

           

75th Percentile            

Black 14,350 22,042 31,096 33,859 33,589 32,000 29,383 29,332 29,406 27,131 26,188 

Hispanic 19,250 29,484 36,543 39,022 37,619 36,000 36,938 36,665 37,053 34,883 33,891 

White 25,550 36,927 45,622 50,496 51,055 52,000 50,370 52,961 51,244 50,386 48,525 

 

           

90th Percentile            

Black 19,950 28,912 41,083 45,907 48,368 50,000 46,173 48,887 47,302 46,510 45,444 

Hispanic 26,943 39,789 49,027 52,791 53,742 55,000 56,247 57,035 56,763 54,262 53,917 

White 35,350 51,240 65,823 68,854 73,895 80,000 83,951 81,479 79,625 77,517 77,024 

Notes: Annual Earnings are in 1999 dollars. Each sample includes all native-born Black, Hispanic, and White males ages 18-61 in the decennial 

Census or American Community Survey public use microdata samples not in school and with non-allocated earnings information. 



37 

 

 

Appendix Table B: Share with No Annual Earnings by Age and Education Group, 2000 and 2010 

      Black         

 

Hispanic           White     

  <HS  

HS 

Grads 

Some 

Coll. 

Coll. 

Grad. Total   <HS  

HS 

Grads 

Some 

Coll. 

Coll. 

Grad. Total   <HS  

HS 

Grads 

Some 

Coll. 

Coll. 

Grad. Total 

2000 

                 Age 18-24 0.62 0.33 0.17 0.11 0.39 

 

0.35 0.18 0.06 0.05 0.21 

 

0.24 0.10 0.05 0.05 0.11 

Age 25-29 0.56 0.24 0.09 0.05 0.23 

 

0.30 0.11 0.04 0.04 0.12 

 

0.18 0.06 0.03 0.02 0.05 

Age 30-34 0.56 0.22 0.09 0.03 0.21 

 

0.30 0.13 0.04 0.02 0.12 

 

0.21 0.07 0.03 0.01 0.06 

Age 35-39 0.54 0.22 0.10 0.06 0.22 

 

0.33 0.14 0.04 0.02 0.13 

 

0.25 0.08 0.04 0.02 0.07 

Age 40-44 0.52 0.25 0.14 0.06 0.25 

 

0.34 0.16 0.07 0.04 0.15 

 

0.28 0.09 0.06 0.02 0.08 

Age 45-49 0.55 0.30 0.17 0.07 0.29 

 

0.36 0.17 0.12 0.04 0.18 

 

0.35 0.12 0.07 0.03 0.10 

Age 50-54 0.56 0.34 0.21 0.11 0.33 

 

0.38 0.23 0.13 0.07 0.22 

 

0.38 0.17 0.11 0.05 0.13 

Age 55-61 0.60 0.42 0.30 0.18 0.43 

 

0.45 0.27 0.21 0.14 0.31 

 

0.44 0.27 0.21 0.14 0.24 

Total 0.57 0.28 0.15 0.08 0.29 

 

0.35 0.16 0.07 0.04 0.17 

 

0.30 0.12 0.07 0.04 0.10 

                  2010 

                 Age 18-24 0.78 0.51 0.31 0.17 0.54  0.50 0.31 0.18 0.08 0.33  0.46 0.22 0.10 0.04 0.21 

Age 25-29 0.73 0.43 0.21 0.08 0.39  0.38 0.22 0.12 0.04 0.20  0.38 0.17 0.07 0.03 0.12 

Age 30-34 0.68 0.43 0.21 0.06 0.37  0.39 0.20 0.09 0.03 0.18  0.35 0.16 0.07 0.02 0.11 

Age 35-39 0.67 0.38 0.19 0.06 0.33  0.38 0.21 0.10 0.04 0.17  0.38 0.16 0.08 0.03 0.11 

Age 40-44 0.72 0.40 0.23 0.08 0.35  0.47 0.23 0.14 0.03 0.21  0.43 0.18 0.10 0.04 0.13 

Age 45-49 0.70 0.42 0.25 0.09 0.38  0.42 0.26 0.15 0.06 0.23  0.44 0.19 0.12 0.05 0.15 

Age 50-54 0.69 0.46 0.33 0.16 0.43  0.48 0.28 0.19 0.07 0.26  0.52 0.22 0.16 0.08 0.18 

Age 55-61 0.73 0.55 0.45 0.28 0.52  0.56 0.38 0.36 0.15 0.36  0.60 0.34 0.27 0.16 0.28 

Total 0.72 0.45 0.27 0.12 0.42   0.45 0.26 0.15 0.06 0.24   0.46 0.21 0.13 0.06 0.17 

 


