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Abstract
This research project will primarily focus on identifying and exploring the funding of the Civil Rights Movement and the impact that major corporations, namely Atlanta Life Insurance Company, had on the movement. The ultimate goal of this project is to explore the full extent of the connection between Atlanta Life and the Civil Rights Movement in its entirety; however, this paper will specifically focus on the financial relationship that exists between Atlanta Life, the Atlanta Student Movement, and the Committee on Appeal for Human Rights. Known connections exist between student organizers of the Civil Rights Movement at the Atlanta University Center and Atlanta Life Insurance Company, and thus, this project hopes to further identify the role that Atlanta Life had in amplifying the voices of the Atlanta Student Movement in the 1960’s. 
Introduction
This research project, focusing on Atlanta Life Insurance Company and Alonzo Herndon, its founder, is a fundamental aspect of an Honors Colloquium course taught at Georgia State University.  The Honors Colloquium course focuses on teaching students research methods as means to advance their scholarly interests and prepare them for more advanced research projects and undergraduate theses. The focus of this particular project is the impact of the Herndon Family, namely Alonzo and Norris Herndon, and Atlanta Life Insurance Company on the entirety of the Civil Rights Movement. Alonzo Herndon was an influential businessman and leader in the Atlanta community who helped to fund the Civil Rights Movement and actively engage Atlanta’s Black community socially and politically. Despite the significant and powerful legacies of the Herndon Family and Atlanta Life, there exists a dearth of research on either and limited information regarding their connection. Further, even when mentioned in academic discourse, the significant connections between Alonzo Herndon, Atlanta Life, and the Atlanta Student Movement are seldom explored. The ultimate purpose of this project, that is, the Honors Colloquium course, is to discover the complete connection that exists between the Atlanta Life and the Civil Rights Movement, with the goal of making these connections more explicit and accessible. The research question guiding this project is: What role did Atlanta Life Insurance Company plan in financing the Civil Rights Movement? This paper will begin this project and will more narrowly focus on Atlanta Life’s financial impact on the Atlanta Student Movement and the Committee on Appeal for Human Rights (COAHR). 
Review of Literature
Throughout this project, we explored the scant literature on Alonzo Herndon and the Atlanta Life Insurance Company. Additionally, we also surveyed the literature on the Atlanta Student Movement, the Committee on Appeal for Human Rights, and the Civil Rights Movement more broadly. Carol Merritt’s The Herndons: An Atlanta Family provided the necessary background on the Herndons, the businesses of Alonzo Herndon, and his transformation and evolution of Herndon into a member Atlanta’s Black business elite with the flourishing of Atlanta Life Insurance Company. Of particular importance was Merritt’s exploration of Atlanta’s Black business elite and the dominating presence that they formed in Atlanta despite the racial animus and segregation that typified the period. Alexa Henderson’s Atlanta Life Insurance Company: Guardian of Black Economic Dignity provided further information on the historic legacy of Atlanta Life and its socioeconomic influence as a prosperous black-owned and –operated business under Jim Crow Segregation. 
However, it was the dissertation of Dr. Alisha Winn titled “Beyond the Business: Social and Cultural Aspects of the Atlanta Life Insurance Company” that proved to be the most useful in framing and developing our paper. Winn’s dissertation systematically examines the socio-cultural impact that Atlanta Life had on Atlanta, its employees, and its customers. The socio-cultural impact was hugely significant given Atlanta Life’s role in Atlanta’s blossoming Black business community throughout the entirety of the Civil Rights Movement. Winn also hints at some of the ways in which Atlanta Life contributed to the Atlanta Student Movement, particularly by funneling resources and donations through its employees to local student organizers. This information proved to be the catalyst behind our decision to focus specifically on the financial impact of Atlanta Life on the Atlanta Student Movement and the Committee on Appeal for Human Rights. 
Atlanta Life Insurance Company began working with students in the Civil Rights Movement immediately following the founding of the Atlanta Student Movement in 1960 as a response to the earlier Greensboro sit-ins. The relationship between students and Atlanta Life began with the summoning of Lonnie King, a founding member of the Committee on Appeal for Human Rights and the Atlanta Student Movement, to the offices of Norris Herndon and Eugene Martin. Norris Herndon implored King and the students to enhance the appearance and professionalism of the students’ picket signs to bolster the public image of the student protestors (Winn, 2010). Atlanta Life assigned Maurice Pennington, an Atlanta Life photographer, to aid the students in improving their public image through the use of professionally made signs, paid for by Atlanta Life, and professional photography, provided by Maurice Pennington. These in-kind resources that Atlanta Life funneled to the Atlanta Student Movement ultimately helped lend greater credence and respect towards the group, doing much to counter the negative portrayals often offered by the mainstream media. 
Further, Atlanta Life played a significant and useful role in mediating conflicts that arose between Atlanta’s Black business leaders and elite and student activists. The students’ favored method of nonviolent direct action was often looked down upon by Black business leaders and elite. However, Atlanta Life’s direct role in the Student-Adult Liaison Committee helped to bridge the gaps that existed between these groups. Upon formation, the Student-Adult Liaison Committee had representatives from Atlanta Life among its members, including Jessie Hill, Atlanta Life’s Chief Actuary at the time (Winn, 2010). Hill commonly represented Atlanta Life at meetings of the Committee to represent the company’s interests in the Civil Rights Movement, often serving as chairperson. The purpose of these meetings was to update adults in the community (business leaders, Black elite, religious leaders) on the actions of the students, as well as their strategic plan and the reasoning that existed behind their actions. Atlanta Life’s role in these meetings was extremely significant and will be further explored later on in this paper. 
Finally, Winn also notes that Atlanta Life further contributed to the Atlanta Student Movement by allowing employees to picket at downtown locations, such as Rich’s Department Store, while employed by the company, sometimes even allowing employees to picket during their lunch breaks. Winn conducts several interviews in her dissertation which confirm these facts (Winn, 2010). Atlanta Life’s location on Auburn Avenue, home of Atlanta burgeoning Black business community, proved useful, in that employees and company leadership were located closely to Atlanta’s Peachtree Street, the epicenter of student action during the Civil Rights Movement in Atlanta. There was little fear among employee protestors of repercussions from being arrested, either personal or professional, as Atlanta Life would bail employees and non-employees out of jail if needed (Winn, 2010). Norris Herndon and Eugene Martin were both known to play this role. 
Dr. Tomiko Brown-Nagin’s book titled Courage to Dissent: Atlanta and the Long History of the Civil Rights Movement also proved essential in exploring the Student-Adult Liaison Committee and the legal history of the Civil Rights Movement in greater detail. Brown highlights the significant role of Jessie Hill within the group, something that Dr. Alisha Winn did not extensively explore in her dissertation. Brown further stresses the role of the Student-Adult Liaison Committee in meeting with and negotiating with members of Atlanta’s White business community as to the resolution that students sought in their actions against White Downtown businesses, particularly Rich’s Department Store (Nagin, 2011). Her recounting of these meetings helps to demonstrate the tensions that existed between Atlanta’s Black elite and the students when it came to their strategies and tactics in pushing for the desegregation of Downtown Atlanta. Ultimately, Brown’s book and Winn’s dissertation provided the necessary groundwork upon which we built the rest of our research. These works proved instrumental in identifying additional primary documents and secondary sources that we later used in making our contribution to knowledge on this topic. 
Methodology
We primarily conducted research for this project using the archives of the Auburn Avenue Research Library on African-American Culture and History and the archives located at the Herndon Home Museum. We also accessed digital archives from the Robert W. Woodruff Library located at the Atlanta University Center. Both the Auburn Avenue Research Library and the Robert W. Woodruff Library contain archives with extensive information on Atlanta Life Insurance Company, the Atlanta Student Movement, and the Committee on Appeal for Human Rights. We paid particular attention to documents and other resources that captured some of the overlap that existed between Atlanta Life and the Atlanta Student Movement. We also utilized the Herndon Home Museum archives to examine the transcript of an interview with Maurice Pennington. 
Additionally, we conducted personal interviews to gain more information regarding the Atlanta Student Movement and Atlanta Life Insurance Company with Rosalyn Pope, the author of the Appeal for Human Rights, and Dr. Alisha Winn, the author of the dissertation mentioned above. We also carried out a literature review to examine the secondary literature that would help guide us in identifying other potential links between Atlanta Life, the Atlanta Student Movement, and the Committee on Appeal for Human Rights. The secondary sources examined contained biographical information on the Herndons, the Herndon Home Museum, Atlanta Life’s role in Atlanta’s Black business community, and contextual information which helped establish some of the connections between Atlanta Life and the Civil Rights Movement. 
Results
	First, the connections between the Atlanta Life Insurance Company, the Committee on Appeal for Human Rights, and the Student-Adult Liaison Committee are much stronger than was initially thought. The Student-Adult Liaison Committee met every Wednesday at noon in the basement of the offices of Atlanta Life Insurance Company on Auburn Avenue, demonstrating Atlanta Life’s involvement and contribution to the organization (Atlanta Student Movement, 2013). At these weekly meetings, Lonnie King and Herschelle Sullivan represented the students of the Atlanta University Center and the Committee on Appeal for Human Rights. At this time, the organization contained three representatives from each college at the Atlanta University Center (Spellman College, Morehouse College, Clark University, Morris Brown College, Interdenominational Theological Center, and the Atlanta University Graduate School), as well as Lonnie King and Julian Bond (R. Pope, personal communication, Dec. 7, 2016). Several prominent Black leaders represented the interests of the Black elite including Reverend William Holmes Borders of Wheat Street Baptist Church, John Calhoun of the Atlanta Negro Voters League and the NAACP, Nina King Miller, and Q.V. Williamson (Atlanta Student Movement, 2013). Further, sources indicate that Jessie Hill participated on the Committee and often served as a facilitator, presumably during work hours. Thus, it is clear that Atlanta Life was closely connected to the Student-Adult Liaison Committee and the provision of meeting spaces for the organization was one of the ways in which Atlanta Life contributed financially, through the use of in-kind donations. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Second, as previously stated, Norris Herndon was a strong supporter of the Atlanta Student Movement and contributed in numerous ways, including through the supplying of free meeting spaces, sign making materials, and employee time. However, arguably, his most significant contribution was the provision of Herndon family money to secure the release of protestors arrested during demonstrations in Atlanta. The Herndons and Atlanta Life held most of the money used for this purpose in secret funds and did not publicly dispose their existence at the time; however, interviews with Atlanta Life employees and student activists confirm that this was the case (Atlanta Student Movement, 2013). Eugene Martin, then Secretary of Atlanta Life Insurance Company, “was responsible for bailing out youngsters … he made sure that they didn’t have to spend a lot of time in jail … [and that] Atlanta Life would bail them out” (Maurice Pennington, 2007). Other sources confirm that Atlanta Life was “quietly responsible for providing bail money for Martin Luther King Jr. and for countless students arrested during the sit-in movement through a company-created fund called the Atlanta Life Family Support” (Joy Bennet Kinnon, 2005). The utilization of company money as bail was a practice that continued during Jessie Hill’s tenure as the leader of Atlanta Life. 
	Further, John Calhoun, a fellow member of the Student-Adult Liaison Committee, successfully secured the Fulton County Bonding Company as the bonding agent for the movement (Atlanta Student Movement, 2013). The financial contributions of Norris Herndon and Atlanta Life through the Family Support Fund took care of those arrested during the sit-in movement relatively well. No concrete numbers exist as to how much the Herndons and Atlanta Life Insurance Company contributed in the form of its bail fund for jailed protestors. However, one can be certain that the funding that was provided was instrumental in helping to advance the goals of the Atlanta Student Movement by minimizing the amount of time that student organizers and protesters were forced to spend in jail. 
	Additionally, it was not just students who benefitted directly from the Atlanta Life bail program. Atlanta Life money also helped to bail Atlanta Life employees out of jail. Employees including Jessie Hill, Maurice Pennington, Eugene Martin, and Norris Herndon (“Scroll of Honor”) were all arrested during the Atlanta Student Movement. Members of Atlanta Life affiliate organizations, such as the Student-Adult Liaison Committee were also arrested. Arrestees from the Student Adult-Liaison Committee included John Calhoun, Reverend William Holmes Borders, AT Walden, Horace Ward, Jessie Hill, QV Williamson, Ning King-Calhoun Miller, John Wesley Dobbs, and Mrs. Homer McEwen, the First Lady of the Herndons’ church, First Congregational Church (“Scroll of Honor”). Religious leaders also participated in protest alongside students, Atlanta Life employees, and members of the Student-Adult Liaison Committee despite their disagreement with the students over what strategy would be most effective in achieving the desegregation of institutions in Downtown Atlanta. Religious leaders favored traditional legal avenues in advancing civil rights, something that had fallen into disfavor with student protesters due to the lengthy period in which it took to effect change using the legal system. 
	Third, Atlanta Life Insurance Company contributed to the Atlanta Student Movement through the lending of Maurice Pennington to the movement as their sign maker and photographer. Martin and Herndon’s initial assignment of Maurice Pennington to work with the Civil Rights Movement may seem insignificant but was ultimately incredibly impactful. Pennington became deeply entrenched in the movement and executed meaningful change in many other arenas, in addition to the significant role that he played in shaping the public’s perceptions of the Atlanta Student Movement. Pennington “took a hundred and something pictures of the movement” and made nearly all of the protest signs from the date of his initial assignment (Lonnie King, 2013). The movement seemed much more respectable through the lens of professional photographer Maurice Pennington. When well-dressed student protestors held well-made signs and Pennington professionally photographed them, the movement suddenly appeared far more attractive to members of the general public. 
	Finally, Atlanta Life contributed to the Atlanta Student Movement in several other significant ways, all of which the company funneled through its employees Maurice Pennington and Jessie Hill. When the newspaper of the Atlanta Student Movement, The Atlanta Inquirer, faced financial struggles, Jessie Hill served as a fundraiser for the paper and garnered enough financial support to purchase the paper in 1960 (Atlanta Student Movement, 2013). Jessie Hill, Maurice Pennington, Johnny Johnson, Dr. Charles Goolesby, Julia Gibson, Gladys Powell, Leroy Johnson, and Herman Russel purchased The Atlanta Inquirer and allowed it to keep presenting its alternative viewpoint on the Atlanta Student Movement. Coverage in The Atlanta Inquirer stood in sharp contrast to other newspapers, such as the Atlanta Daily World, which portrayed the Atlanta Student Movement in a much more negative light. Further, Pennington contributed nearly “30 cartoons” which were “just out of sight” (Lonnie King, 2013). The financial and artistic contributions of Maurice Pennington and Jessie Hill greatly helped to support the newspaper, and it was through their positions and relations with Atlanta Life as employees which allowed them to have an impact in this manner. 
	Further, given his artistic merits and interest in the Atlanta Student Movement, Pennington also sought to engage in student activism of his own, working to challenge the system of segregation that was in place at the Atlanta College of Art. During his endeavor, Eugene Martin, an Atlanta Life executive, funded Maurice Pennington, who then successfully enrolled in the Atlanta College of Art, ultimately desegregating the institution (Maurice Pennington, 2007). Though Pennington did not seek to finish his education, his contributions in challenging segregation at the school still did much to open opportunities for other Black students to attend.  
	Pennington, still an Atlanta Life employee, also joined the Committee on Appeal for Human Rights in staging freedom rides throughout the Southeast to test the recent ruling in Boynton v. Virginia, which ultimately decided that discrimination in interstate commerce was no longer permissible. Atlanta University Center students and Pennington traveled to Chattanooga, with other students going to different cities in the Southeast in a coordinated effort. As Lonnie King recounts, “Mr. Maurice Pennington and his nephew, and Morris Dillard went … and got arrested,” making a statement as to the actual nature of the political environment in the South (2013). While there had been some minor legal victories, the South was nowhere near ready to accept the equality of Blacks in their access to public facilities, as was demonstrated by the South’s reaction to the freedom rides and subsequent demonstrations. The fact that Atlanta Life employees traveled across state lines in support of the Atlanta Student demonstrates the dedication and seriousness with which they approached the topic of civil rights. 
	All in all, the ways in which Atlanta Life Insurance Company financially supported the Atlanta Student Movement and Committee on Appeal for Human Rights are extremely difficult to estimate, primarily due to the varied nature of their contributions. However, despite this fact, the Herndons were widely considered to be among the most generous of all the Black elite (Rosalyn Pope, personal communication, December 7, 2016). Lonnie King estimated that the contributions of the Herndons to the Atlanta Student Movement specifically, all things considered, would exceed $100,000 (City of Atlanta, 2014). Further, Lonnie King continues, stating that “when you have the backing of Atlanta Life, that meant that you had the financial giant in the South in terms of African Americans and [Mr. Herndon] was with us 100%” (City of Atlanta, 2014). Ultimately, Atlanta Life Insurance Company harnessed its wealth, status, and resources during the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960’s to foster social change, something that is not true of most businesses modern day. Consequently, academia should pay better attention to exploring and focusing on Atlanta Life and its subsequent impact on the Civil Rights Movement. 
Conclusion 
	In conclusion, while extremely difficult to quantify, one can be confident that the contributions of Atlanta Life Insurance Company, the Herndons, and their employees were significant in financing and supporting the Atlanta Student Movement. The contributions of Atlanta Life to the Civil Rights Movement was not only top-down in the form of financial contributions and leadership; regular workers often lent their time and resources to the Atlanta Student Movement as well. Previous research on this subject was sparse and not covered comprehensively in any one source. As such, moving forward, research on this topic should be further expanded to focus more specifically on discovering information on the Atlanta Life Family Support Fund and other ways in which Atlanta Life contributed to the Civil Rights Movement. Limitations of this current research project are that we did not thoroughly examine the scope of the primary source documents and archives given several factors. However, in this paper, we were still successful in showing Atlanta Life’s close connections to the Student-Adult Liaison Committee, The Atlanta Inquirer, the Committee on Appeal for Human Rights and their freedom rides, the integration of the Atlanta College of Art, and the bail funds used during the Atlanta Student Movement. Thus, we can definitively say that Atlanta Life had a significant impact on the Atlanta Student Movement and Committee on Appeal for Human Rights through their financial donations, leadership, and in-kind contributions. 
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