




















What these guidelines are intended to do:

1 Assist the Covington Historic Preservation Commission in reviewing additions,
alterations, and new construction proposals within the Covington and North
Covington local historic districts

1 Guide property owners and developers in maintaining and rehabilitating histori¢- 4
structures in a way that does not <c

1 Provide architects, developers, and contractors with information to assist with
the design of new construction and additions that will complement the historic
di strictsd existing built environme

1 Provide Covington with continuity, stability, and predictability as to how the
local historic districts will grow and change.

T Promote a sense of wunity and pride

bor hood
commercial districts

What these guidelines are oo L e
NOT intended to do:

1 Affect the actual use of the property
1 Regul ate a propertyds paint col or
1 Regul ate a propertyds interior

1 Apply to property outside the Covington or North Covington letedignated
districts.
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Legal Basis for Preservation

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966

The National Hi storic Preservation Act of 1966 ( NH® &igtorieresbueceés! i s h e
The Act created the National Register of Historic Places, which recognizes structures and sites as historicajlgamficantyuieaild serves as the
initial requirement for property owners applying for Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits. The Act also gives statgddrestalihsh State Historic
Preservation Offices (SHPOs), and encouraged preservation initiatives within state and local governments.

Georgia Historic Preservation Act of 1980

The Georgia Historic Preservation Act is the st a¢dAletwivedlecallge/eranentsdahe t
authority to pass a Historic Preservation ordinance and establish a Historic Preservation Commission that can:

1 Review and designate a historic property or district within its locality

1 Survey areas of historic significance

1 Notify property owners of the historic properties survey

1 Hold public hearings relating to the proposed designation of local historic districts

1 Accept and review Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness (COAS) with the authority to approve, reject, ih appobtiens
¢ Conduct an educational program on historic properties located within its historic preservation jurisdiction

1 Seek federal and state funds for preservation initiatives

1 Submit a list of historic properties and districts to the Historic Preservation Division (HPD) of the Georgia DepaatimahRekhNurces for their
proposed inclusion on the National Register
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Certified Local Government Status

In 1980, amendments to the National Historic Preservation Act established the Certified Local Government (CLG) prodoars anbad
government to apply for preservation funding. In particular, CLG status qualifies local governments for specificlgg@deryarHistoric

Preservation Division. Eligibility for the CLG program requires that local governments (1) establish a historic gueseisstiarthat conducts reviews,
(2) enforce state and local preservation ordinances, and (3) maintain a historic properties survey.

Covington was designated as a Certified Local Government in 1999. For more information, please refer to the MidtooicPre§er vi si on o s
0Certified Local Government Program: Preservation through Local

Hi storic Covington Womands Cl ub.
Covington Historic District
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Covington Historic Preservation Ordinance

I n 1999, the City of Covington decided o0t hat t hledadéndimpodantiagsetdand thatu |

the preservation of this heritage is essenti al tToprdtdetehese assets,ahe citg n
passed the Historic Preservation Ordinance, which was formally adopted in 2000. This ordinance led to the creatin® of Cé¥ings t or i ¢ P

Commission, which is tasked with designating and protecting the historic character of Covington. The ordinancengnastsriteepower to review
all proposed material changes to the exterior of a structure within-désgaiigted historic district. Such changes lyabeomade once the commission
issues a Certificate of Appropriateness to the property owner. For further information, please refer to the Cenifipaiatenhdss section on page 15.

—————

—— |-

o 1140 Stalln Street.
Covington Historic District
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History

Early Settlement

The city of Covington is located on land that belonged
Creek Indian Nation until January of 1821, when the Tr¢
of Indian Springs ceded the land from the Creeks to th
United States. Late in 1821, a land lottery was held awg
Joab Crutchfield a 202 ¥z acre land lot, number 254, in §
Ninth District. Crutchfield sold the property to Leonard
Fretwell in January of 1822, and on April 15, the Justice
the Inferior Court selected the Fretwell property for the
of the Newton County government. The place was namg
Newtonsborough, and established the town limits as onf
in all directions from the future location of the courthoush
The designation of Newtonsborough was shed as the
name was changed to Covington when the city was
incorporated on December 8, 1822. The town was nam
Leonard Covington, a hero of the War of 1812.

Covington had at least four stagecoach lines passing t
the city, one of which crossed the state from Augusta to
Atlanta. This route was to be followed very closely by t
line of the Georgia Railroad when it reached Covington §
1844. Greek Revival, as seen here to the right, wasapt——r .
architectural style of this period, therefore many of The ol dest

SR

aRliesTe. st i | | stnding i n

Covingtonds first resi de n tclppRoardRouse and iheffisieframepeusedn Cevingian.t Iy wasbyilpig 1828 by
this style. Cary Wood, one of the first settlers.

Covington Historic District
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Early Development

One of the earliest railroads to organize in this part of Georgia was founded by Newton County residents. The rapgl comntettia o f Co v i n
business district during the 1850s was due in large part to the presence of the railroad that gave farmers anceptémadiofitpwotransport their
goods to market quickly and inexpensively.

In 1864, the Civil War came to Covington as General Sherman and his army marched to the sea. The railroad, alcvgptaitcapable lof caring for
thousands of soldiers, made Covington a viable military target. The rails were destroyed and the hospital burrtely, tnostarfuha residences were
spared. A number are still standing today.

Covingtonds antebellum residenti al devel opment was somwhichis yow Elayd t h e
Street, and down Monticello Road. The fire of 1883 destroyed seven buildings in the square; this tragedy wascathlysttleabnomic
development. One of these buildings was the Newton County Courthouse. Store owners, as well as the county comuissibntomeladd the
square and erected a new Second Empire style courthouse in 1885. The 1880s were a very important decade forcGlaklingiotheattysical
development of the commercial district. The downtown business district is characterized by its high number ofédictonarestial buildings, which
were popular at the turn of the century.

The town continued to prosper and grow with the founding of Porterdale Mills in 1890, and Covington Mills in 1901edtbible grorificant factors in
the economic development of Covington and Newton County. The mills operated successfully until the 1960s, wherytdegeslientigt these new
Il ndustries, Covingtonds residential devel opment e x paemstdpresentimtheareavh

The Covington and Oxford Street
Railroad, completed in 1888, provideq
mule-drawn street car transportation

between downtown Covington and

the Georgia Railroad Depot.
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Later Development

In the first half of the 20th century, the town paved the sidewalks and the streets, thus spurring an increasel@etegidenttadf homes in
North Covington. Victorian architecture, especially the Queen Anne style, was popular in this period and manycessidl resndem, today.

In 1952, the community experienced a major change when U.S. Highway 278 was constructed just south of the GedhigahiRgulwasd.
divided the northern half of the city from the southern half. Next, was the construction of Interstate 20, whichqua#rnyi@edass to a major
transportation corridor and a connection to Atlanta.

Covington has been featured in television shows andtheno¥o wetsh.admd b
Some of the movies and television shows that have been filmed in CovingtorDukéslet Hazzard, In the Heat of the Night, My Cousin Vinny,
Sweet Home Al abama, | @ndThe Viarhpyre Dianstrgng ecéhemmcegrowtle and grosperityThastcantmsed in Covington

during recent years, as a significant corporate presence continues to increase.

The city and the county have retained the small town and rural atmosphere of its beginnings, and an abundan@suébistoribdriound.
The downtown business district is alive and vibrant, as evidenced by the thriving merchants and the groups of peegplag#en fexious
places of business.

The Newton County Courthouse
as viewed from the Square.
Covington Historic District
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The nine Covington Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) members are appointed from the community by the MayoCanddihea@ttyeach
member serves a term of three years.

The HPC is responsible for protecting the architectural integrity of the historic districts through the review of papposkeradons, additions, or
new constructionAn application for a Certificate of Appropriateness must be made when property owners are considéiahglriasitams to their
property. Commission members will then review the applications to determine if proposed changes are consistent withythe &dcretda h e |
Standards for Rehabili¢atbalso consistent with locally adopted design guidelines

The HPC can seek funds for historic preservation from local, state, federal, and privat\Bboucgsthe commission iskad with a variety of
duties, it considers the ongoing review of buildings, landscapes, structures, sites, and works of art for desigmationtbedidional Register of
Historic Places to be one of its chief duties.

I n order to protect the defining character of I t s aha Gettiicate of d i
Appropriateness (COA) be obtained for any material changes to the exterior architectural features of any struwtukeofsad, within a historic
district. Material changes are defined as follows:

1 A reconstruction or alteration of the size, shape, or facade of a historic property, including relocation of any doass or reimoval or
alteration of any architectural features, details, or elements, including the roof

Demolition of a historic property

Commencement of excavation

A change in the location or size of advertising on historic property visible from the publioaght

The erection, alteration, restoration, or removal of any building or other structure within a designated histoctidiisgriaialis, fences, steps,
and pavements, or other appurtenant features of a building or structure, except exterior paint alterations
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