ScholarWorks@GSU

Postsecondary Outcomes of
Georgia’s Adult Education Students

ltem Type Report

Authors Duan, Yiwei;Feinberg, Iris;Greenberg, Daphne;Kouwe,
Thomas;Ribar, David C.:Smith, Jonathan

Citation Duan, Y., Feinberg, I., Greenberg, D., Kouwe, T., Ribar D. C.,
& Smith, J. (2023). Postsecondary outcomes of Georgia’s
adult education students. Georgia Policy Labs. https://
doi.org/10.57709/33767991

DOI https://doi.org/10.57709/33767991

Download date 2026-08-09 04:38:03

Link to ltem https://hdl.handle.net/20.500.14694/7287.2



http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.57709/33767991
https://hdl.handle.net/20.500.14694/7287.2

GEORGIA
POLICY LABS

POLICY BRIEF

Adult Learners’ Postsecondary Enrollment and
Academic Outcomes in Georgia

The Technical College System of Georgia’s (TCSG) adult basic
skills classes help adult learners improve literacy, numeracy,

communication, and other skills. A goal for some learners is to

develop the skills needed to enroll and succeed in a two- or

four-year postsecondary institution. We examined postsecondary

enrollment and academic outcomes in TCSG's technical colleges

and the University System of Georgia (USG) for adult learners.

What did we learn?

A quarter of learners who enter adult education
with advanced secondary education skills
subsequently enroll in public postsecondary
institutions. Enrollments are lower if learners enter
with fewer skills. Among all learners, 6.4% enroll in
public postsecondary institutions.

Adult learners who are younger, earn high school
equivalency credentials, take integrated education
and training (IET) classes, make measurable skill
gains, or have more experienced or full-time
teachers have higher postsecondary enrollment
rates than other students.

Postsecondary enrollment rates generally increase
with adult education attendance beyond 12 hours.

Compared to other students in public technical
colleges, students with adult education
backgrounds are more likely to be women or Asian
and slightly less likely to be Black or Hispanic.

What are the policy implications?

Not all adult learners have the goal of obtaining
postsecondary education, but for those who
do, targeted strategies could be developed to
increase their enrollments and success.

Georgia is increasing its I[ET programs, and these
could increase adult learners’ postsecondary
enrollment and credential earning.

Increased support to retain experienced teachers
and to hire full-time teachers could increase
learners’ postsecondary enrollments and success.
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What questions did we answer?

1. How many adult learners in Georgia
subsequently enroll in the state’s public
postsecondary institutions; what are their
academic outcomes; and how do these
outcomes differ with learners’ characteristics
and experiences in adult education?

2. What are the differences in characteristics
and outcomes among public postsecondary
students who do and do not have adult
education backgrounds?

What data did we use?

We use administrative data from TCSG’s adult
education system, TCSG'’s technical colleges, and
USG. Our analyses focus on learners who took
basic skills classes in fiscal years 2018 and 2019
outside of a correctional or institutional setting
and examine postsecondary outcomes in the
three years following their first adult education
class.

Why is this issue important?

Postsecondary education adds to higher-level
skills that benefit individuals and their families,
open job opportunities, and fill workforce gaps.
Postsecondary enrollment is a key performance
measurement of adult education according to
federal law. The outcomes also directly align
with TCSG's strategic goals to increase technical
college enrollments and improve retention and
graduation rates.
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Want to learn more?

A report is available at gpl.gsu.edu/gpl-publications

The Adult Literacy Research Center collaborated
on this research. It is an interdisciplinary research
center with a focus on understanding the strengths

and challenges for adults who have low literacy skills.

Its mission is to link theory and practice through
interdisciplinary research, professional development,
and community partnerships.
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The Child & Family Policy Lab is a component of
the Georgia Policy Labs, a research collaboration
between Georgia State University and a variety of
government agencies committed to leveraging the
power of data to drive policy and programmatic
decisions that lift children, students, and families—
especially those experiencing vulnerabilities.
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