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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Currently, I am assisting Dr. Ja Young Choi with preparations for a research project she plans to conduct this summer in Korea involving English as a Foreign language (EFL) high school students. I have been introduced to Dr. Choi through my enrollment in Undergraduate Research in Urban Education, a class provided by the College of Education aiming to acquaint undergraduate students with the world of research. Thus far, I have drafted an IRB protocol application, as well as an informed consent form for Dr. Choi’s upcoming study. Having been an English Language Learner (ELL) herself, Dr. Choi has always had an interest in language learning and teaching. She has a particular interest in teaching students who have limited resources allocated to English learning, and their relationship to literacy education. She has looked at this relationship in avenues such as multicultural literature, but her recent and upcoming work has an emphasis on multiliteracies and multimodality as meaning making mechanisms in language education. Her new study will be a continuation of a previously conducted collaborative work, which examined multimodality within an English as a Second Language (ESOL) classroom in the United States by allowing students to compose a digital video. Instructional techniques and curriculum from the previous study will be modified to meet the needs in the South Korean international context. For example, Korean students may not go as far as composing their own digital video, but will be introduced to digital modes of language education. 

Purpose
The purpose of the study is to investigate the role of interactive and creative approaches to teaching and learning English in an after-school English program in a South Korean high school. Because we live in a technological age, it is important to recognize that mediums or modes other than traditional print based texts can be used to create meaning. Employing multimodal techniques within the classroom becomes salient for English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students because they are able to express their thoughts in various ways, thus increasing their confidence in their second language. The primary research question is:  How does the use of non-traditional multimodal teaching strategies influence English language learning in a foreign context? Dr. Choi would also like to explore how multilitaracies pedagogy not only engages EFL students, but also allows them to examine their identities in relation to English literacy, potentially finding empowerment in their linguistic abilities. The findings of the study may help English teachers improve English instruction in Korea by investigating the extent to which students may enhance their English with help of a new approach such as multimodal literacy strategies. 


Method
In a previous study, Dr. Choi, along with two colleagues, Tuba Angay-Crowder and Youngjoo Yi, tested multimodality in an English as a Second Language (ESOL) summer classroom in southeastern United States. Using multiple medias, such as visual (pictures), audio (voice recordings) and text (essays), over a four-week period the ESOL students created a digital story. In the final week students were shown how to upload their presentations to YouTube, and then were given the opportunity to present their YouTube videos at “Parents’ Night” (Angay-Crowder, Jayoung Choi, & Youngjoo Yi, 2013). Throughout the process students remained engaged while also improving upon their language skills. Dr. Choi plans to incorporate strategies used in this past study to guide curriculum and instruction for her upcoming research in Korea. However, she recognizes the need for modifications based on contextual differences found between the United States and South Korea, including cultural and social expectations. 
 
The administration personnel of a South Korean high school will allow Dr. Choi to perform her study, in which she will teach an after school English class for a six week period over the summer of 2014. The program consists of two two-hour sessions per week in which the students are to be engaged in English language learning. During the first week students will complete a questionnaire, write an essay in English and read a passage aloud in English, all of which are in place to gauge the students’ English literacy abilities. Using the questionnaire answers, Dr. Choi will modify curriculum and instructional strategies in order to accommodate the students’ needs, and she will provide a more technical overview of the language (i.e. spelling, vocabulary and grammar) as needed. In the following weeks Dr. Choi will employ multimodal teaching strategies she will choose to utilize throughout the remainder of the program. Students will be given the opportunity to write passages and poems, work independently or collaboratively and research a topic of interest to them.  In the final week of class, students will prepare a PowerPoint presentation to display their English language ability. Throughout the program, Dr. Choi will implement audio recording and student interviews as needed. 

Work completed by the students in class will then be analyzed. This work includes writing samples, audio recordings of class discussion or class projects presented in the final week. Dr. Choi will also analyze the questionnaires completed in the first week, and any audio recorded interviews with students. Dr. Choi will be utilizing constant comparative method data analysis in conjunction with developing a coding manual and matrices (Bogdan & Biklen, 2003). 


Results
In her previous study with ESOL students in the United States, Dr. Choi found that the use of multiple methods of English teaching proved valuable to the overall language learning experience had by the students. Also, her previous research shows that multimodality can be employed within a classroom setting in conjunction with traditional print based modes. However, Dr. Choi hoped to gain a deeper understanding in regards to student’s perceptions of identity and reality in relation to literacy. Although the current study has not yet been implemented, we can draw on past conclusions to infer that using creative teaching approaches may be beneficial to English Language learners (ELL’s) in Korea as well. Furthermore, conducting this research internationally may inform discourse regarding ELL’s in both the United States and Korea. 


Discussion
The growth of globalization in South Korea has heightened the importance of English language literacy for students. In this stratified social context, those who gain English proficiency in secondary school prove to have greater future educational and occupational success (Kim, 2010). The idea of multimodality, although gaining popularity in the United States, is relatively unknown in Korea; therefore it will be useful to explore its impact within an EFL setting. The use of multimodal approaches in ESOL settings has shown to expand literacy understanding in the United States, but the aim now is to explore the effectiveness of employing such approaches in a foreign context (Angay-Crowder, Jayoung Choi, & Youngjoo Yi, 2013). Providing Korean teachers with creative and interactive instructional strategies may expand the opportunities for English language learning to occur successfully for all students. Employing multiliteracies pedagogy in English language teaching may also build a stronger, more meaningful relationship between a student and his/her literacy practices. 
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