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Colonization and Mental Slavery: Global Poverty in Context
                       A Focus on the Five Civilized Tribes


	The rationalization of poverty in the modern perspective dictates that the responsibility of being poor falls on the impoverished people themselves.  There is little to no acknowledgement of the influence of other factors, such as history of colonization or current economic policies that could possibly be at fault for such widespread poverty.  Furthermore, the long-lasting effects of colonization and current issues of neocolonialism lead to internal colonization.  The end results of mental slavery, due to everything from religious colonization to sovereign debt, are that of an inability to grow and develop due to the fundamental lack of trust, knowledge, and will.
	In terms of globalization and indigenous populations modernizing and adapting to the new systems in place, it is important to look to the case of the Five Civilized Tribes in North America.  The Seminoles, Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, and Creek tribes were regarded as civilized by the government in the late 1700s and first half of the 1800s, and were considered as such due to their adoption of certain aspects of European culture.  In order to be better accepted by the white man, they incorporated the use of the English language, yeoman-farming techniques, they built homes like their white neighbors, dressed like them, and even converted to Christianity.  Despite these efforts to strengthen the relationship and mutual respect between Native Americans and whites, once gold was discovered in Cherokee land, the government immediately pumped out legislation to nullify all previous agreements and laws.  At this same time, the documents also specified the rights of the Cherokee to even mine their own lands for this resource, and it was also specified that Natives could never testify against a white man, which left communities vulnerable to raids (Anders 1981). It was shortly after this that the Cherokee were forced off of their own land and onto the Trail of Tears.  This tragedy exemplifies the counter-argument to assimilation, and shows that no matter how much a minority attempts to acculturate, they will still be oppressed for the purpose of benefitting those in power.
	Despite the forced removal of the Cherokee from their land due to the wealth within it, and receiving absolutely none of said wealth in the end, once in Indian Territory, the Cherokee made a comeback, so to speak.  They built up their nation again, but once more, were eventually forced out by white men. This became a recurring scenario up until 1907 when the government forced Natives to surrender all their land and were stripped of the recognition of treaties and their tribal governments ruined (Anders 1981).  However, it is important to note that the Cherokee, like many other tribes, continuously adapted and worked off of the strength of their culture and communities.  When left mostly alone, despite the occasional upheaval, of course, and when left with tribes and tribal governments intact, Native Americans thrived (Anders 1979).  If their innovation and ability to profit from such innovation had been left intact, and not constantly destroyed through various ways by white men looking for their own profit, innovation and adaptability would likely not be so deterred today, and the Cherokee Nation, as well as many other tribes, would not be in such poverty today.  As Joseph E. Stiglitz (2002) touched on, reducing the value and benefits of innovation keeps people from being innovative.  
	 Elsewhere in the world, similar scenarios have played out, in which a resource is discovered and the foreigners who want it for their own profit simply take it.  Today, it is often the result of internal colonialism, in which there are political and economic inequalities between regions within a greater nation-state, often the ruling class dominating over the minorities in the given nation-state (Casanova 1965).  The exploitation of the minorities is consistently upheld in democratic nation-states, and is achieved by history of colonization, forced lack of resources, and mental slavery.  Mental Slavery is realized through suppression or added complexities of voting rights, perpetual lack of wealth, which is due to lack of inheritability of wealth, inheritance of debt, and often denial of loans, as well as racism and religion.  Religion plays a key role in colonization, as the religion of the conquering is forced on the indigenous, forcing out their religion.  A different religion can have different values, different framework for understanding and contextualizing problems, and can re-enforce the idea of who should be in charge (Cohen 2003).  Religion shapes so much of a person’s identity, and to oppress someone with a religion creates an un-ending, guilt-ridden psychological enslavement.  It displays the colonizer as the righteous, and undermines the indigenous people and way of life.
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