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BLACK PRESS COVERAGE OF THE EMMETT TILL LYNCHING
AS A CATALYST TO THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

by
MICHAEL OBY
Under the Direction of Leonard Teel
ABSTRACT

The movement for civil rights in America gathered matoen throughout the
1950s. In the wake of thé.S. Supreme Court’s Brown vs. The Board of Education
ruling, declaring unconstitutional permissive or mandasgchool segregation, the white
South responded with both passive and active resistinitee midst of this ferment, an
African-American boy from Chicago was lynched in Nésgpi.

Subsequent stories in the black press reported not omtyeEniil's murder and
the trial, but also a widening mobilization within tfaee, notably the creation of
associations in defense of civil rights. The cover@ggews and views in the black press
provide substantial evidence that this mobilizationtéghthe civil rights movement of
the mid-1950s, just months before the Montgomery, Alabdamaoycott led by Martin
Luther King Jr. This research supports the view thattack community’s
mobilization during the months after Till's murder sehas a catalyst for the civil rights

movement.

INDEX WORDS: Emmett Till, Civil Rights movement, lghing, Black Press,
African-American Press
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SIGNIFICANCE

Historians have given inadequate attention to thehlggoof Emmett Till and its
relationship to subsequent events in the civil rightgengent. Preliminary research has
shown that these events have been under-researchedia#g with respect to the black
press and that press’ impact in the subsequent agendaadfithights movement. In a
1988 interview, Til's mother, Mrs. Mamie Bradley, exmed her dissatisfaction with
the way her son’s importance to the movement had dweenooked historically. At the
same time, she expressed her appreciation tGhiwmgo Defende@ prominent black
newspaper, for its extensive coverage of her son’s mardethe trial that followed.
Other black publications including tihensterdam NewandThe Pittsburgh Couriealso
extensively covered the case.

The main goal of this project is to add to the bodyeséarch on Emmett Till.
Another goal is to analyze the similarities and déferes of the coverage within the
black press. Research has revealed fascinating ddétesemthe coverage that various
newspapers gave the case. Interviews and mainstressqoverage will also be

utilized.



RESEARCH QUESTIONS

The research questions for this thesis are:
1. Was the lynching of Emmett Till a catalyst for tnl rights movement?
2. Did the black press and activists frame the issuevayathat amplified public
discourse? How did the mainstream press frame the issue?
3. Did the associations that developed in the afterofdtie lynching contribute to

the initiation of the civil rights movement?



METHODOLOGY
Overview

Historiography is the set of approaches to study higt@tyinvolve research in
primary sources, analysis for patterns and associaimhgonclusions that extract
meaning from admissible evidence. These approacheséntdsting for accuracy and
bias. Admissible primary source evidence can includespaper and magazine articles
of the time, interviews, diaries, autobiographies andipabd private documents.
Historical research and content analysis will bezeti in this project.

The methodology will include (1) seeking original/ primaoyices including
newspapers, magazines, diaries, letters and interigjvanalyzing various sources for
validity and bias, (3) cross-referencing different actewfthe same events and (4)
application of framing theory. It will also analymamarks by black leaders and

participants in the case as quoted within the black press.

Framing Analysis

Framing theory will be applied to this thesis projeatcording to William
Gamson and Andre Modigliani, a frame is “a central omyagidea or story line that
provides meaning to an unfolding strip of events, weaviogrnamection among them...
The frame suggests what the controversy is, aboutsdemnee of the issue.” Framing is

thus a process by which media and political elites defirteconstruct issues or evehts.

! Leonard Teel, Interview by author, Atlanta, GA, Nawer, 2004.
% Fuyuan SherEffects of News Frames and Schemas on Individuals’ Issue Interpretations
Attitudes Journalism and Mass Communications Quarterly, Vol282004,406.



In Erving Goffman’s words, frames allow individuals foxate, perceive,
identify, and label” events within their life spacetbe world at largé. Framing analysis
also provides us with considerable insight into the @lgoal dynamics of structuring
opposition, mobilizing actors, and sustaining cohesi@esgary for successful collective
action. As Mayer, McAdam, and Zald have observed, “nai¢he recent work on
framing has focused on strategic aspects of framingpansicial movement activists
construct messages of injustice and grievantes.”

According to Snow and Bender, master frames can beraedsas functioning in
a manner analogous to linguistic codes in that they gecvigrammar that punctuates
and syntactically connects patterns or happenings iwoiiel >

Activists employ collective action frames to punctuataingle out some existing
social condition or aspect of life and define it as unmsolerable, and deserving of
corrective action. The punctuating function of colleetction frames serves as an
accenting devices that either underscores and embgltisbeseriousness and injustice of
a social condition or redefine as unjust and immorakwiaes previously seen as
unfortunate but perhaps tolerable.

Snow and Bender also note that collective actiondsanot only perform this
focusing and punctuating role; they also function simultasigas modes of attribution
and articulation. They function as modes of attribubgmaking diagnostic and

prognostic attributions. In the case of the formeyy@ment activists attribute blame for

% Erving GoffmanFrame Analysis: An Essay on the Organization of Experjetice

* Doug McAdam, John D. McCarthy, and Mayer N. Z&dmparative Perspective on Social
Movements: Political Opportunities, Mobilizing Structures and Culturainkes(Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1996), 339.

® Ibid. 139.

® Ibid. 137.



some problematic condition by identifying culpable agdmshey individuals or
collective processes or structufe®y suggesting both a line of action for ameliorating
the problem and assignment of responsibility for cagryiut that action. Thus
diagnostic attribution is concerned with problem idegdtion, whereas prognostic
attribution addresses problem resolution. In additioméd punctuational and
attributional functions, collective action frames leeaactivists to articulate and align a
vast array of events and experiences so that theytbgether in a relatively unified and
meaningful fashion. They are signaling and collatingaesvihat decode and “package,”
in Gamson’s terms (1988), slices of observed and expedareality so that subsequent
experiences or events need not be interpreted anewpurittuated and encoded threads
of information may be diverse and even incongruous, bat was woven together in
such a way that was previously inconceivable, oredtlaot clearly articulated, is now
meaningfully interconnected. Thus what gives a collecrction frame its novelty is not
so much its innovative ideational elements as theneran which activists articulate or

tie them togethef.

Data

The historical African-American press is a rich seunf history that is pertinent
to blacks in America. In the segregated United Stat#seof950s, the period of this
study, many stories relevant to African-Americansenast covered in the mainstream
press. But the Emmett Till story was covered extehsnot only in the historically

African-American press, but also in the mainstrearsgrd his has special significance

" 1bid. 137.
8 |bid. 138.



for historians because differences can be observbe icoverage. This study will look
extensively at the Emmett Till case, using the blagsp@as the main primary source.

Mainstream papers will also be observed.



HISTORY OF THE EMMETT TILL CASE

Civil Rights Before Till

The 1950s were an important time for African-Americasil aghts, especially in
the American South. Despite the fact that black ppei®@n in World War Il had led to
President Truman'’s signing Executive Order 9981 on July 26, 194&) wmlandated the
desegregation of the U.S. armed fortefcks were still often the targets of racism and
violence. Ambassador Andrew Young recalled that, “befdlfs death, violence against
blacks was not unusual in the South, especially in Mipgis There was always a
lynching or something going on.” Young remembered th&irimingham, Alabama, the
homes of African-Americans were regularly bombed dulligytime. He attributes this
period of violence and the Till incident to the facitthfter World War I, black soldiers
were coming home to America and no longer feeling iddted by racist white¥.

Young believed that southern violence was a direct regptnthis lack of intimidation.

Young remembered that he, Dr. Martin Luther King and roideeders accepted
the many lynchings that occurred in the south in the 19b@ssaid, “Lynchings were
not unusual. We used to make jokes about ‘reckless eygbalinich meant if you
looked at a white woman you might get lynched. We dedt ivivith humor. We had to
be comical about it so we would not be consumed by thgedaf the situation. We had
work to do.”** Young’s comments show that lynchings in the south wees as

unfortunate, but were tolerated before the world cankmoov Emmett Till.

°C. Dryden,A-Train Memoirs of a Tuskegee Airmatuscaloosa: The University of Alabama
Press, 1997, 231.
1% Andrew Young, interview by author, Atlanta, 17 Octol2804.
11 H
Ibid.



The Till History

In mid-August 1955, Moses Wright, a sixty-five-year-old catsharecropper
from Money, Mississippi, went to Chicago, lllinois farffamily funeral. He took
Simeon, his twelve-year-old son with him. WhilertheSimeon visited with two of his
Chicago cousins, sixteen-year-old Wheeler Parkerndrfairteen-year-old Emmett
Louis Till. The boys had enjoyed their time togetime€hicago and wanted to extend it
in Mississippit?

Emmett had to persuade his mother to allow him to riakg@urney down south.
“Bobo,” as family members affectionately called hings an only child and had suffered
health problems as a baby. This fact probably causaddther and grandmother, his
only immediate family, to be a bit overly protectivehim. His father Louis Till had
been killed during World War II.

Emmett was accustomed to living in Chicago where blenj®syed a more
liberated way of life than blacks in the Southern ebhiStates. Considering the time,
young Emmett was probably a bit spoiled and privilegedas Hb wonder his mother was
hesitant to allow him to go. But after the boys pleaditd Mrs. Bradley, she agreed to
let him make the trip.

In preparation for Emmett’'s Mississippi vacation, MBsadley advised him that
he was to conduct himself properly, both as a child aralldack man. Bornin

Mississippi herself, she knew all too well about the appate conduct expected of the

12 Clenora Hudson-WeemEmmett Till: The Sacrificial Lamb of The Civil Rights Movement
(Troy, MI: Bedford Publishers, Inc., 1994),28.



black male, man or child. She reminded him that he dvbelin a different environment
saying,
“l did warn him that he had a place down there, thagg a little

bit different from Chicago. | told him that if anythimappened, even

though you think you're perfectly within your right, for glreess sake,

take low, if necessary get on your knees and beg apoldgg't cross

anybody down there because Mississippi is not like Chic&bat you

can get away with here you might not be able to deeitet. No matter

how much it seems that you have the right, just forgat yights while

you're in Mississippi . . .But | didn’t really think alf those things. . . If |

exaggerated a little bit, maybe | would make Emmett gonsc¢hat he

was going to a different place and to be reasonabljut4ré
Surely Mrs. Bradley did not see her words as propheticishe said them. She allowed
young Emmett to go, purchasing a round-trip train tickehiiorx He and his cousins
arrived in Mississippi on August 20, 1955.

The first few days were uneventful for the boys, bufAagust 24, they and some
friends went to the community grocery store owned Wite man named Roy Bryant to
buy candy. Bryant’s twenty-one-year-old wife, Carohlas minding the store at the
time. Her husband was out of town, not due back untildays later.

The accounts of what happened during the encounter Einagktvith Mrs.

Bryant differ in various press sources but according toesses, the boy “wolf whistled”
at the white woman. Till's cousin, Wheeler Parkeneebered, “We’d gone into town
Wednesday and were watching some boys playing checkieosiirof the store.
Somebody said there was ‘a pretty lady’ in the stodeBobo said he was going inside to

buy some bubblegum. After a while, we went in and gdidBlout he stopped in the

doorway and whistled at the lady. She got angry andafetious out, then ran toward a

13 Mamie Bradley Interview in Hudson-Weenisnmett Til] 34-35.



10

car. Someone hollered, ‘She’s getting a gun’ and wé'fanApparently all of the
youngsters became frightened and abruptly left the dtoosying the possible
implications of Emmett’s actions.

Wheeler continued to say that the boys told their gralden what happened but
not their grandfather. “Grandma knew about the ‘incidbatause we’d told her and not
Grandpa, who would have gotten angry at'd&Vheeler recalled.

Young Til's grandfather, Rev. Moses Wright recalled night the boy was
kidnapped from his home. “When the men came, swearinglariérandma tried to
awaken Bobo and hide him outside. But the men stormeadiriold her to get back in
bed and shut up before they beat ‘hell’ out of H&rThe men took Emmett Till from his
grandfather’s house and his family would never again isealive.

The perpetrators of Till's murder brutally beat himptshim, weighted his body
down with a 90-pound cotton gin fan tied around his neck atbed wire, and then
threw his body into the Tallahatchie River. Theygieed Till's body in vain. After
three days, a teenager who was fishing in the rivettesgppohe boy’s foot rising from the
depths of the water. The beating, gunshot wound and eletiite hot weather and the
Tallahatchie left the young lad’s once handsome facecognizable.

The black press transformed Emmett Till into a synatbohartyrdom for civil
rights very soon after his corpse was returned fronsib&igpi to his mother in Chicago.
The September 10, 1955 issue of @ecago Defendecarried an article entitled,

“Mother’s Tears Greet Son Who Died Martyr.The story, by Mattie Smith Colin, gave

4 “Nation Horrified by Murder of Kidnapped Chicago Yotitdet September 15, 1955, 8.
5 |bid.

18 | bid.

" “Mother’s Tears Greet Son Who Died a MaytyFhe Chicago DefendgBept. 10, 1955,1
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a detailed account of Mrs. Bradley accepting her sordy bothe Illinois Central
Station.

Colin used Mamie Bradley’'s eloquent quotes to contributenimett’s
martyrdom. Mrs. Bradley was quoted as saying, “Lord you gaue only son to remedy
a condition, but who knows what the death of my son inighg an end to lynching*®
The story resonated with Mrs. Bradley's grief over $m@n’'s “sacrifice.” Colin noted,
“Mrs. Bradley hysterically shouted, about the untimelgtteof little Emmett, ‘Darling
you have not died in vain your life has been sacriffoedomething® This reporter
brought the emotion of Till's mother’s loss to Chicagaders.

Although Till's death could have been considered just amatiurder or
lynching, his mother made conscious decisions thatlgiegiacted the civil rights
movement. The first important decision she made wabtain a court order so that her
son’s body would be returned to Chicago. Mississippiiali@ttempted to prevent
outsiders from seeing Till's mutilated body. Accordinghe DefenderMrs. Bradley
intervened just in time to stop the authorities fronyimgr him in Mississippi. The body
had already been taken to a cemetery there when CHizagi@l director A.A. Rayner
phoned to make arrangements for shipment to Chitagdey were about to carry out a
speedy funeral when Crosby Smith, Emmett’s great-uanke the local sheriff arrived
with the court order to return the body to Chicagol Waluld certainly have been buried

in Mississippi without the court order.

' |bid.
9 bid.

*“Grieving Mother Meets Body Of Martyr SoriThe Chicago Defende§ept. 10, 1955, 12.
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When Emmett Till was returned to lllinois, the blacke$s reported the emotional
scene at Chicago’s Twelfth Street Statidine Chicago DefendemdThe Atlanta Daily
World published stories about Till's mother receiving the dgiad. TheWorld's article
stated, “The boy’'s mother, Mrs. Mamie R. Bradley, 38pthysterically as her son’s
coffin was removed from the traif”’Both papers featured photographs of Mrs. Bradley
with their stories.

TheDefenderfeatured a full page of pictures from the scene at ileasastation
with the headline, “Grieving Mother Meets Body Of MarSon.” One photograph
shows an inconsolable Mrs. Bradley as she vieweglde pine coffin. Another showed
the body being removed from the train. Others showes] Bradley at different times
during the week of Emmett’s funeral. In all the photogragtesen, Mrs. Bradley
appeared grief-stricken.

TheAtlanta Daily Worldalso showed photographs of Til's mother in its
coverage of the scene at the station. One artittetiae headline, “Mother Receives The
Body of Her Slain Son,” shows a distraught Mrs. Bratdiemg physically supported by
two unidentified men as she views the box, which hefdsbn’s remaing® She
appeared to be weeping uncontrollably in the photograph.

Another important decision that Mrs. Bradley made was\verrule the orders to
keep the pine coffin of her son closed when it was metlito Chicago. It had been
shipped there with the understanding that it would remaipemed. But Bradley

insisted on inspecting her son’s body. Accordinghe Atlanta Daily Worldshe cried:

ZBody Of Mississippi Slay Victim Returns HomeAtlanta Daily World 1.
**Grieving Mother . . .,” 12.
**Mother Receives The Body of Her Slain SoAflanta Daily World,Sept. 7, 1955, 1.
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“Let the people see. Open it up. Let the people see haipgtened to my boy*
Defying the orders of the Mississippi authorities, th#irc was indeed opened.

Mrs. Bradley inspected the body “from head to toe” andicoed it was her son.
She said,” | just had this compulsion that | had to krtomas Emmett. And for no other
reason than | had to kno%”” She didn't realize at the time that the boy’s idgntiould
be questioned at the trial as a part of the defengegyraAccording talet Magazing
two Mississippi sheriffs questioned whether the body sHippeChicago was actually
that of Emmett TilF® Even though some newspapers gave accounts that the s@pse
“unrecognizable,” Mrs. Bradley emphatically stated thatas indeed Emmett. After she
inspected the body, she insisted that the coffin be tip#re press and spectators at her
son’s funeral.

Till's funeral was widely covered on the front pages@feral black newspapers
in the Northeast, the Midwest and the South. As h#&tddudson-Weems later wrote,
“The display of the body and the funeral during the thrgetddor Day weekend were
strategically planned by Mrs. Bradley, who recognizedhe to let the public witness

this atrocity.®’

Mrs. Bradley's decision to allow her son’s corps&égublicly viewed is
one that certainly had historical implications.

Although black press accounts of Till's injuries vary,diiyaccounts they were
severe. In a front-pag&tlanta Daily World article, Deputy Sheriff AW. McCool was

guoted as saying “the post-mortem examination discloseyaith’s head was badly

battered.” He said, “It had not been determined whachecfirst, the beating or the

4 “Body Of Mississippi Slay Victim...’Atlanta Daily World 1.

% Mamie Bradley, Interview, in Hudson-WeerBsnmett Til] 222.

% “Sheriff hints Mother Doesn’t Know Her ChildJet, Sept. 22, 1955, 10.

27 Clenora Hudson-WeemEmmett Till, The Sacrificial Lamtf the Civil Rights Movement, 46.



14

shooting. Some of the head wounds could have been caueégbts in the water. But
the boy had been struck ‘much more’ than might have beeassary to knock him
unconscious?® Mrs. Bradley’s decision to show her son’s mutilatetpse to the black
press had far reaching implications.

Other articles also described Till's injuries in grapdetail. Jet Magazine
described the boy as having “a bullet hole one inch@hbds right ear.” The writer
added, “The left side of his face was crushed to the.t0rehe Atlanta Daily World
noted that, “Almost all of his teeth were knocked out e right side of his face was
caved in.” The reporter continued, “There was a soudltt hole through the templé®
The Crisisdescribed his body as “water-swollen with one sideioface beaten to a pulp
and a bullet hole in his heat. TheNew York Amsterdam Newsscription was also
quite graphic. The paper stated that “Long gashes weris bedd and a heavy-calibre
bullet had been fired through his brain. The flesh haxh bern by the barbed wire that
had been used to tie a 90-pound cotton gin pulley around lkisaret there were
impressions on the upper forehead left by the heavyshiha blunt instrument?
Because of Mrs. Bradley's decision to allow Emmettdypto be seen, detailed
descriptions of Till's injuries were read in black puldieas throughout the nation.

The New York Amsterdam Neaved other publications quoted Mrs. Bradley as
saying she “wanted the people to see what they did teoyy*® The implications of

Mrs. Bradley’s decision to open Emmett’'s casket topthiaic were great. Estimates of

2 «Two Held in Connection With Chicago Lad's DeattAtlanta Daily World,Sept. 1, 1955, 1.
2 “Nation Horrified by Murder of Kidnapped Chicago YotithletMagazine Sept. 151955, 7.
%0 “Body Of Mississippi Slay Victim Returns HomeAtlanta Daily World 1.

% “Mississippi Barbarism, The Crisis(Oct., 1955), 480.

250,000 Line Chicago Streets For Look at Lynch VictinlNew York Amsterdam Nev&ept.
10, 1955, 1.

% |bid.
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up to 50,000 people viewed the mutilated coffisBlack press photographers captured
the image allowing countless persons to see the grugguomhegraphs of Emmett Till in
his coffin.

At the time, the photographs were probably the mostiymlélicized of any
lynch victim. As black publications includinthe Chicago Defender, The Pittsburgh
Courier, The CrisisandJet Magazindeatured the shocking pictures of Emmett Till in
their coverage, the black community was enormouslgtateThe New York Amsterdam
Newsprinted the photograph on its front page with the headifiridlississippi Fury.”

The caption below the picture stated, “His mother tiedishat the body be displayed.”
Other publications also published the photographs.

Jethad a very important role in the coverage of Tillisclging. In 1955J)etwas
the most prominent nationwide African-American magamiith weekly publication.
Whereas black newspapers reached local and regional aegjiggtevas a nationwide
publication based out of Chicago, Til’'s hometown. Wills a child of Chicago anbkt
treated the story as such. Its reporters covered agppct of the case.

Jet'sinitial coverage of the Till case appeared in its Sept &' issue. The
piece was entitled, “Chicago Boy Kidnapped by Miss. WHit&shis article presented
the background of the case. It described Emmett as “@ddeyd Chicago junior high
student who was kidnapped by three gun-toting whites wisiigng relatives in Money,
Mississippi.” It also stated that the boy was “feardghah victim because he ‘whistled

36
l.

at a white girl.*® Til's body had not been found at the time of its puai@n.

3 Ibid.
% “Mississippi Fury,”The New York Amsterdam Ne®gpt. 17, 1955, 1.
% “Chicago Boy, 14 Kidnapped by Miss. Whitedgt, Sep. 8, 1955, 2.
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When the September "1 &sue ofletwas released, Emmett had been found. The
piece covering the discovery of his body was entitlddtion Horrified by Murder of
Kidnapped Chicago Youth.” One photograph showed a handsatrdapper Emmett,
months before his lynching. The article also featuhe grotesque image of Till in his
coffin.

The emotional effect of this image was intense #gei is now. Ambassador
Young noted, “The photograph of Emmett Till in his coffidet Magazindbecame
mythic within the African-American community”Like many other
African-Americans, Young was deeply affected by the gnesimmage

The impact of the photograph was powerful and inspired dcpulticry of
support. When thBlew York Amsterdam Neywsablished the picture on its front page,
one reader wrote a letter to the editor stating redinfgs about the featured image of Till.
The reader said, “Congratulations to your paper for puthiegicture of the Till boy on
the front page so the whole world can see what goéssine Mississippi* Other
readers shared similar sentiments.

Audrey Weaver, a writer foFhe Chicago Defendesummarized the responses of
the paper’s readers to Emmett’'s murder by stating, “Qbmas reacting to the killing in
Mississippi of little Emmett Louis Till unanimously expseed their opinion that the
guilty persons must be punished to the maximum degree: ggabNeaders unite in their

protest of the crime and that Negroes in general begiatohg more money to pay for

3" Andrew Young, Interview by Author, Atlanta, Geordld, October 2004.
% L.McLean, “A.N. Front Page Pic Of Till Showed TWéorld.” [letter to the editorNew York
Amsterdam New€)ct. 8, 1955, 10.
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legal procedures which will insure civil rights for atizens®® Many organizations
received increased donations as blacks reacted tolyniking.

Black newspapers also published responses of black leadd#esliynching. A.
Phillip Randolph, the president of the Brotherhood oéfiley Car Porters was quoted in
The Amsterdam News saying, “The barbaric lynching of 14-year-old Emmméthas
so outraged not only Americans but people through out thielxvdHe went on to say
that The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, New Yavision, had a responsibility to
keep the public informed continually so that justice woedlbne and that “an
‘outraged’ and an ‘aroused’ public opinion was the only medibringing to speedy
justice the killers of polio-afficted Emmett Tilf® Leaders of other organizations also
responded to the killing in the pages of the black press.

The Negro press printed the reactions from the Natidssciation for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) headquarters in Xiesk. TheAmsterdam
Newsreported that the organization called the slaying “deno lynching.** A debate
focused on whether Till's death was actually a lynclisgnaintained by the NAACP.
The Chicago Defendeeported the exchange on both sides of the issue. Pee pated
when “Gov. White [of Mississippi] disagreed with the NBR, which charged that the
boy’s slaying was an outright lynching. Gov. White tedhit a straight out murdef?”

The murder verses lynching debate also appeared in ofherspa
Leaders within the NAACP, in speaking about the caseeimes referred to it as

a “murder” rather than a lynching. Roy Wilkins, Execetivecretary of the organization,

3 Audrey Weaver, “Demand Justice in LynchingGHicago DefendeiSept. 10, 1955, 1.
“Opyblic Meet to Protest Miss. Killing,The New York Amsterdam Ne®gpt. 24, 1955, 1.
*“Mass Meet on Till Murder,New York Amsterdam Nev@&ept. 10, 1955, 14.
“2“Murder’ White Says promises Prosecutiofifie Chicago Defendeéept. 10, 1955, 3.
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referred to the Till case in a&tlanta Daily Worldarticle as “The case that shows
Mississippi has decided to maintain white supremacy by mingdehildren.*® In other
cases, the terms killing and slaying were also used.

Southern black leaders also made efforts to mobilie tommunities after the
Till lynching. Rev. H.T. Primm, Presiding Negro Bishofithe African Methodist
Episcopal Church of Mississippi and Louisiana called far tlays of mourning the week
of September 10 According to thePittsburgh Courier “The bishop asked that all those
under his jurisdiction wear a strip of black ribbon thredes long and to answer if
anyone asked about the ribbon that it meant, ‘heavérearth set themselves against
such ruthless crimes and lawlessne$5. This is also evidence of the black church’s
reaction to Till's lynching.

Black leaders and their organizations used the black asessneans to contact
President Eisenhower about the Till caBee PittsburghCourier noted when Camille
Carter, President of the Chicago NAACP Youth Councitgsted to Eisenhower stating,
“The lynching of a child is one of the most barbaricnes ever committed by racists and
bigots . . . to perpetuate white suprematy.This contact as well as others seemed to fall
upon deaf ears.

The Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers of Chicago also usedpages of he
Courier to call for action from the President and the AteyrGeneral. Their statement
read, “You as President and Attorney General Browhellsl exercise all power and

influences to end the inflammatory activities of séi . . like Governor Byrnes of South

3 “Investigation Of Boy’s Death Ordered By Mississignv.,” Atlanta Daily World,Sept. 2,
1955, 1.

* “Mourning Called for Slain Lad,The Pittsburgh CourierSept. 17, 1955, 5.

5 “Protest Mount Over Emmett Till's DeathThe Pittsburgh CourierSept. 5, 1955, 5.
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Carolina, Gov. Hugh White of Mississippi and Eugene Talmadg@&eorgia, whose
violent support of segregation and discrimination make ttesmonsible for the lynching
of Emmett Till.*® This call for action also went unanswered.

The Atlanta Daily Worldnoted when William Henry Huff, attorney for the
NAACP called for direct action from Mr. EisenhowerfHstated “the dastardly act on
the part of these criminal minded persons is so outragbatig opens the door for
condemnation even from the President of the UniteteStH The research has revealed
no record of condemnation or any other reaction fRvasident Eisenhower to the
murder of Emmett Till.

Emmett’s lynching had a galvanizing effect on the l@cathmunity of Chicago.
OneChicago Defendeeditorial said, “The lynching of 14-year-old Emmett LolB®”

Till of Chicago in Mississippi last week is an outrageit@zens, white, and colored, and
dramatically point out to the world the ugliest aspeciifeoin our democracy™ The
thousands of persons who attended his funeral furthemeédbaat galvanization.

Audrey Weaver, a reporter for tbefenderused the reactions of readers in one
front-page story.Defendereader William Kendrick called Till's lynching, “The w&tr
thing he had ever heard of.” Another reader said,” & a/éerrible thing and such a thing
would not have happened in Chicadd Other reporters wrote similar accounts of
outrage among the citizens of Chicago.

Not only was outrage expressed in the Chicago paper,dauingbapers in other

parts of the nation. Earl Brown, a reporterTtie New York Amsterdam Newsote

% Ibid.

*"“Investigation Of Boy’s Death. . . Atlanta Daily World Sept. 2, 1955, 1.

8 “Blood on Their Hands....” [editorialThe Chicago Defendegept. 10, 1955, 1.

* Audrey Weaver, “Demand Justice in Lynchingie Chicago DefendeSeptember 10, 1955,
1.
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several articles about the incident. In one piecealied the lynching, “among the most
heinous crimes ever committed in the land of bestidi&te and abject ignorance.” He
went on to call it a “wanton and bold attack upon tfighrcks] citizenship right=°

TheAtlanta Daily World The Chicago DefendemndJet Magazineeported the
arrest of the murder suspects soon after it happenedrdiegdo theDefender “Sheriff
Smith revealed that Roy Bryant, a storekeeper of MoMississippi and his half brother,
J.W. Milam would be charged with murder in the killiid.In its reporting of the arrest
of the suspected kidnappers, Tlieicago Defendenoted that Bryant had possibly been
involved in the death of another black man in Misgggisi The article states, “Bryant was
implicated in the death of a Negro who was beaten dinith ke ditch last year [1954F2
Bryant had once escaped punishment in the murder oflag#ason, and would
certainly do the same in the lynching of Emmett Till.

It was clear that some reporters doubted that justicddnme realized in the case.
OneJetreporter wrote about his lack of faith in the justiggtem even before the trial
began.

As the horribly mutilated body of 14-year-old Emmett Lolilkwas lowered

into the cold ground of a Chicago cemetery many days amg miles away

from the watery Mississippi grave his kidnappers intendedifo, his distraught

mother screamed to the world that his death be aver§idas time wore on and

southern justice began to bear its strange fruit, ratleaders, the heartsick
mother and thousands of other Americans began to wadrdessissippi will

whitewash its latest and most fiendish atrocity wienaccused kidnapers go on
trial September 18

0 Earl Brown, “Time For Action.”The Amsterdam NewSept. 10, 1955, 14.

SL«Two held In Connection with Chicago Lad’s Deatfilie Atlanta Daily WorldSept. 1, 1955
1.

2 Mattie S. Colin & Robert Elliott, “Mother Waits ian For her ‘Bo,””Chicago DefendeBept.
3, 1955, 1.

% Will Mississippi Whitewash the Emmett Till Slaying3&t MagazineSept. 22, 1955, 8.
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The Atlanta DailyWorld printed the skepticism Roy Wilkins felt about the
upcoming trial. In one piece, the paper stated thathtdigh two white men, Roy
Bryant 24, and J.W. Milam, 35, his half-brother, havenbedicted for the kidnap-
murder’ of the Till boy, Mr. Wilkins said, “It is neceary to take some steps to prevent a
whitewash of them in some farcical tridf Wilkins knew that despite the efforts of the
community, the possibility of a fair trial was questote.

Black publications covered details of the trial from tinge the date was set. The
Atlanta Daily Worldheadlined the story. The article written by E.J. Magted that the
“two white men accused of murdering a 14-year-old Chicagarbthe Mississippi Delta
would go to trial for their lives on Monday, Septembef.18/ays also noted when “Roy
Bryant, 24, of Money and his half-brother J.W. Milé88, of Glendors, were indicted on
charges of murder and kidnappimg."This coverage continued through out the trial and
after the acquittal of the accused murderers.

ThePittsburgh Couriereported that Emmett’s identity was questioned even
before the trial began. James Edmond Boyack, stattspondent for the paper stated,
“Tallahatchie County Sheriff H. C. Strider was saidb&among those who doubted the
identity of the corpus delieti.” Boyack also noted “nbestcolored youth had been
reported missing® This fact did not stop the defense team from questidhmggentity

of the body before the trial.

> «“Officials Cautious On Lynch-Murder Commitmenf,he Atlanta Daily WorldSept. 9, 1955,
1.

**“Lynch Murder Suspects To Stand Trial For Murder S&ptAccused of Kidnap-Death Of 14-
Year-Old Chicago Boy,The Chicago Defendefept. 10 1955, 1.

%6 “Tension Mounts As Till Trial Begins-Men’'s Souls Afern by Hatred, Violence, FeafThe
Pittsburgh CourierSept. 24, 1955, 1.
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When the trial began, the question of the boy's idemtds indeed the main
argument of the defense. When Mrs. Bradley was chaxséme star witness for the
prosecution, th@ittsburgh Couriemprinted her testimony. She stated, “l positively
identified my son the first time | saw him.” Boyackaote that she made careful
examination of the body, noted the hairline, the aatsthe lips and made a careful study
of his features. “He was my boy beyond any shadowdufudot,” she affirmed. When
handed a photograph of the body that was pulled from tee fMrs. Bradley swore it
was Emmett> She stated that, “he [Emmett] looked even worse lieatid when she
had seen him, which was worse than he did when thefése world finally saw him®
Till's appearance had actually been improved by the uridegdefore the world saw
him. Despite the shock of seeing the photograph, MiedlBy maintained her
composure in the courtroom.

A key piece of evidence in the trial was a gold ring &aimett wore. The ring
was engraved with the letters L.T., the initials isffather Louis Till. Emmett’s father
had left him the ring when he died. According to Mraddey, “Emmett was definitely
wearing it when he left ChicagS¥In one interview, Mrs. Bradley stated that she was
accused of placing the ring on the body of an unknown cagpsause unrest in
Mississippi.

When the trial ended with the acquittal of Bryant antaud, The Pittsburgh

Courier dedicated seven of eight consecutive front-page arteidse Till Case. James

" James Boyack, “Til's Mom Is Star Witnesdhe Pittsburgh CourierQct. 1, 1955, 8.

%8 Mamie Till-Mobley & Christopher Benson, Death of tmence, Random House: New York,
2003, 179.

9 bid.
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Boyack, theCourier reporter, declared the day, Septembét, 2Black Friday.®°

Boyack expressed his feelings of disappointment afteridie

I’'m sick .. . in heart. . . in soul. . . in body!

This is “Black Friday” in Mississippi . . . in America .
throughout the civilized world!

I've just witnessed the most revolting, the most disggstihe
most callous miscarriage of justice that has beeromy.l. in more than
twenty years of crime reporting.

I’'m a hardened newspaperman . . . a white reporterdesm

here by my newspaper to cover the trial. . .and torfiglaick Friday)

I'm hanging my head in shant&.

After the acquittal of Bryant and Milam, Boyack int&wied three trial jurors for
theDefender They stated that the reason for the acquittal weause the state failed to
prove that the corpse found was that of Emmett TilWJShaw, the foreman was
guoted in theRittsburgh Courieras saying, “I feel that the state failed to prove the
identity of the boy. Gus Ramsey said, “The questioderttification was the main point,
| think.” Finally, George Hollani said, “They [meanitige prosecution] couldn’t identify

the boy.®? Boyack could not have had access to these jurorshifitieot been a white

reporter.

Civil Rights After Till
As the justice system failed Emmett Till and his fgalthers decided to take
action in response to the boy’s kiling. AccordingTioe Atlanta Daily World;an

unidentified ‘NAACP Lawyer’ stated that he would definitéle a $100,000 damage

% «|ynch Trial Disgusting,”The Pittsburgh CourierQct. 1, 1955, 1.

¢ James Boyack, “Courier’'s James Boyack Hangs He&tiame. The Pittsburgh CourierQct.
1, 1955, 1.

82«3 Jurors Air Views, The Pittsburgh Courie©ct. 1, 1955, 9.
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suit against Bryant and Milam if the men escape ‘desthd gas chamber®® Research
has revealed that the suit was never filed.

As the black community watched the justice systenttaiin in the Till case, they
resorted to other methods, particularly massive protestings. One such meeting in
New York was well publicized in themsterdam Newgossibly because A. Phillip
Randolph organized it. He called for “a vigorous public destration that was held on
Sunday, September 25, 1955 in Harléfh.Reporter Earl Brown encouraged readers of
The Amsterdam News attend the meeting by printing this excerpt fromteet to the
editor.

Maybe one way for us in New York to get going would battend the

mass meeting called for next Sunday, September 25, at 2:3@tp.m

Williams Institutional Church, 132nd St. and Seventh AvebyeA.

Phillip Randolph of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Rertd.et’s all

attend and let us decide then our next move. Not antalést but

action®
The meeting was advertised in thensterdam New® “Protest Mississippi Lynch Law
Justice.” The advertisement stated, “But by the GRACE3IDD fourteen-year-old
EMMETT LOUIS TILL of Chicago—Ilynched August 28, 1955 in Misggs—might
have been your son! your brother! or you!” The ad cmetil by asking readers to “Join

your voice and presence with thousands of your fellomecis in protest!—protest!—

protest'—against this OUTRAGE—SHAME—HORROR AND CRIME agai

83 “possibility of Early Trial Looms for Miss. Lynch-Mder Suspects;The Atlanta Daily World,
Sept. 8, 1955, 1.

84 «pyblic Meet To Protest Miss. Killing,” Headlinslew York Amsterdam New&ept. 24, 1955,
1.

% Earl Brown, “Let’s Act"The New York Amsterdam Ne®ept. 24, 1955, 10.
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humanity.®® The meeting’s advertisement was very prominent, itjia full page in the
newspaper.

Another mobilization meeting in New York featured EBililhother as the main
featured speakerThe headline advertising the meeting read, “Hear Tlssid&ippi
Story!! From the Lips and Heart Of Emmett Till's Meth(Mrs. Mamie Bradley) and
Mrs. Ruby Hurley, NAACP Southern Director who comesdtifrom the Trial.®’

Money for the full-page ad was paid by fifty-six New Y@iea businesses whose names
were listed on the page.

A varied group of business interests paid for advertisiagrbeting. They
ranged from jewelry stores like Busch’s, Lincoln’s, &ietbert’s to supermarkets like
Mardell and Spend-Less. Harlem nightspots like the 125 CldibhenPalm Café also
contributed. Clothing stores such as Brown’s Childr@i¢hes, Town’s Hats and Stacy
Adams Shoes were represented. Two optometrists aachkpliarmacists represented
the medical profession. The Brotherhood of SleepingRoaters and he New York
Amsterdam Newsere also listed sponsors. F.W. Woolworth Co., hkmewn
nationwide company also contributed to thé®bllany of the business addresses listed in
the advertisement were 125treet in Harlem, a New York community with a higtof
black activism.

Black New Yorkers were motivated to register to vot®be advertisement in the

Amsterdam Newthat linked Till to other black murder victims in Mssippi. The ad

% “protest Mississippi Lynch Law Justice!!” [advertisamt], New York Amsterdam Nev&ept
24,1955, 3.
%" “Hear The Mississippi Story,” [advertisemertlew York Amsterdam Nev@gt. 1, 1955, 9.
68 |t

Ibid.
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encouraged readers to “vote your way to civil rigfifsThe half-page advertisement asks
readers to not only remember Emmett Till, but alse. Reorge Lee and Lamar Smith,
two black men who were also murdered in Mississippi. oAdiag to theAtlanta Daily
World, Rev. Lee was “murdered in Belzoni, Mississippi May 7 [19%#jause he refused
to remove his name from the registered voters’ lls¢miocal whites ordered him to do
so. Lamar Smith, a registered voter, was called frisrhdme to the courthouse in
Lincoln County and shot on the steps on August 13,” jusksvbefore Emmett’s
lynching.”® The three Mississippi murder victims were linked togetbemobilize the
citizens of New York.

When mobilization meetings were held in other citidsg Amsterdam News
reported them. One of its editorials dated October 1, 19tf%irfm addition to 25,000
attending a mass monster meeting in New York, 15,000 na&devreland and 20,000 met
in Detroit, protesting the brutal injustice which thé [fnching symbolized.” The writer
referred to the incident as “a grim and graphic reminolémberica and the entire world
that 16,000,000 Negroes will no longer stand for the inhuneatnbient of American
citizens.”! These meetings are evidence of the intense reatbmobilization of
African-Americans in varied American cities.

In the weeks and months following the acquittal, witesss the trial played a
special role, in many cases with the support of the 8RAletdocumented the
widespread interest in one witness, Emmett Till's aausinoted that “More than 10,000

persons jammed an NAACP mass meeting at Chicago’s ptditem Community

#“The Time is Now!” [advertisementNew York Amsterdam Nev@gt. 8, 1955, 9.

"0 «Official Is Cautious on Lynch-Murder Commitmerithe Atlanta Daily WorldSept. 9,
1955,2.

" “Mississippi Justice” [editorialThe New York Amsterdam Ne@s;t. 1, 1955, 1.
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Church where lanky Willie Reed, 18-year-old cotton pickeo Wwecame the trial's star
witness, urged northern Negroes to quit shouting and begkingado help their people
in the South.” This is also a demonstration of the trial becorairgll to action by
members of the black press to the black communityge la

Other articles linked the murder and acquittal to schosggiegation.The
Pittsburgh Couriemoted when R.R. Harris of the Durham City Council msuteh a
connection. Harris was quoted as saying, “Unfortunddelthe country, the brutal
murder of Emmett Till occurred at a time when the wodd easily believe that it was a
part of Mississippi's violent reaction to the Supremen€e school decisions and so
believing will look upon the trial of Bryant and Milars a mockery and their acquittal as
an expected conclusion of the case. Unless the kidnagpetsllers of this boy are
brought to punishment the nation remains indictédOther articles also connected the
Till lynching to school desegregation.

The black press notably reported on the Till kidnapping, nutdal and the
acquittal of his accusers. But when Bryant and Milanfessed to the murder, it was
reported inLook Magazine, a mainstream publication. Several moritesthe trial,
Lookfeatured the confessions of Roy Bryant and J. W.nvidéong with descriptive
details of the boy's last hours alive. According te thurderous pair, Emmett Till's last
words were, “Yeah” his answer to two questions thé&gasim. The first question was
“You still as good as | am?” and the second question Waa till ‘had’ white women?”

They were paid a fee of $4,000 for their st6t¥his confession led to unsuccessful

2 Jet MagazingOct. 6, 1955, 4.

3| eaders Rap Till Verdict, The Pittsburgh CourierOct. 1, 1955, 8.

" William Bradford Huie, “The Shocking Story of Appralilling in Mississippi,” Look Jan.
1956, 50.
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attempts by members of the black community to have tie¢ried in the federal court
system.

After observing the failure of the American court systin the Emmett Till case,
blacks employed new methods for fighting injustice. Thentdomery bus boycott,
which began a brief three months after the triaktiates the execution of an alternative
strategy.

In the months that followed Till's brutal lynching abefore the Rosa Parks
incident, the black papers printed numerous articles wiatlonly expressed the outrage
of the black community but also preserved the histoth@incident. The stream of
articles insisted on action and tied the boy's deathémeed for greater liberty for
blacks in America. The black newspaper coverage dEthmett Till lynching and trial
was a great part of the galvanization that took plat@mthe black community months

before Rosa Parks ignited the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
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THE MAINSTREAM PRESS COVERAGE

Just as the story of Emmett Till was big news inldlaek press, it was also
widely covered in the mainstream press. The storyomasred extensively in papers
including theNew York TimesTheTimes Picayunef New OrleansAtlanta Journal and
Constitutionand theJackson Daily NewandClarion-Ledgerof Mississippi.

The investigation of mainstream publications has lieruable to this research.
It has revealed much about the writers and newspapersditmainstream papers in
varied regions of the United States. Studying the miasust press also revealed much

about the mindset of white citizens as they wroteistto these newspapers.

New York Times

From the end of August until the end of December of 1958y-&x articles
about the Emmett Till case appearedimeNew York Timedt is worthy to note that
only one of those articles appeared on the front-patjeegaper. It reported the acquittal
of the accused killers of Till. Interestingly, therstgarnered front-page coverage in
many other white or mainstream publications.

The initialNew York Timesoverage of the Till case appeared in the September
4" issue. This piece, titled “Slain Youth's Body SeefThpusands,” covered young
Till's funeral and highlighted the fact that his coffuas open. It stated, “The casket was
opened to public view at the insistence of the boy'shetp Mrs. Mamie Bradley,” but

did not include pictures of Till's corpse as many black gahbtbns did.

5 “3lain Youth’s Body Seen by Thousandslgw York TimesSeptember 4, 1955, S-9.
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The piece also reported, “a Negro minister in the pulgiedrthe viewers to
contribute to a fund set up by the NAACP.” Thenesstory also stated “the funds
would be used so that this would not happen again.”

An interesting parallel is observed Bse New York Timemncouraged its readers
to political action by printing the minister’s request NAACP donations at Emmett’s
funeral. The New York Amsterdam Neoiften printed requests for funds by ministers and
political leaders, many benefiting the NAACP. Thedetalso noted when the minister
remarked that Communists passed pamphlets in front ddrieeal parlor the night
before the funeral, “telling us [blacks] what to do.”eTiminister went on to say, “Pay no
heed. We don't need Communist&interestingly, no mention of a communist presence
at the funeral was located in the black papers that weestigated.

When Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam were indicted for ting&rder,The New York
Timesalso covered it. The article stated, “The fact rem#uat the Tallahatchie County
grand jury, made up of white men, took this step against ethite men for a crime
against a Negro™ The piece also noted that “The prompt action of thadjury in the
Till case also indicates that the people of contemgadvigsissippi are against this form
of murder as against other forms of murd@r.The indictment of the accused
perpetrators of the crime was indeed a milestone in 19866%ssippi.

TheNew York Timesontinued to highlight black political action as it reteor
when the NAACP called on the Justice Department towtat it labeled a “state of
jungle fury” in Mississippi. The writer of the piece refeat that the NAACP had drafted

a formal petition because “the Mississippi White Citz€ouncil had created an

® 1bid.
" “Indictment in Mississippi” Théew York TimesSeptember 7, 1955, 30.
8 1bid.
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atmosphere of violence that had led to the murder eétNiegroes, hundreds of threats, a
drastic reduction in Negro voting and countless instaotisimidation.”® This is
evidence not only of political action for black ciughts, but also of three lynching being
tied to black voter rights.

According to the article, “the statement was handéd/aoren Olney 3d.,
Assistant Attorney General and head of the departm€nirisinal Division by Roy
Wilkins of the NAACP.®® The petition charged that the White Citizens Couoipen
reign of terror in Mississippi had led to the wantonrigllof Emmett Till, Rev. George
Lee and Lamar Smitf. Lee and Smith were murdered in 1955 for activities caedec
to Mississippi black voting rights.

When Bryant and Milam were acquittéithe New York Timdeatured the story.
The reporter, John Popham, noted “a jury of twelveeuvmgighbors of the defendants
reached the verdict after one hour and five minutes iiediations.®* Again this
coverage was quite different from the black coveragapae of the black papers
referred to the jurors as “neighbors” of the defendants.

TheTimesfollowed its story about the verdict with coveragéhef Harlem
protest. The feature stated that “Ten thousand pers@nbslatiem Rally were urged
yesterday to go to the ballot boxes, to exhort theltical precinct captains and, if need
be, to march on Washington to bring an end to racriryeaching in the United

States.®® Many black papers also reported this massive protest.

" U.S. Urged To Halt ‘Fury’ In MississippNew York TimesSeptember'81955, 10.
80 H
Ibid.
8 Ibid.
8 popham, J., “Mississippi Jury Acquits 2 Accused in Youliing,” The New York Times,
September 24, 1955, 1.
810,000 In Harlem Protest VerdictiNew York TimesSeptember 26, 1955, 10.
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TheTimespiece stated that although the crowd was orderly, it duaigainst
police lines, once breaking them, in an effort toldee Mamie Bradley, Emmett Till's
mother, who attended the meetif§.’None of the black articles that were investigated
made reference to misconduct by the attendees of titisgprrally.

The article also noted that a resolution was adoptedgiMggroes not to vote for
any Republican candidates for President or Vice Presid®56 unless “positive action
is taken by the present administratidh. President Eisenhower was a member of the
Republican Party at the time.

The paper also reported one Chicago area protest. ddegiated that a group
from the NAACP “demonstrated against the conduct ofithenurder trial in
Mississippi.”®® The writer of the piece referenced a pamphlet distribhyethe protesters
that urged the subcommittee to investigate “The reigerodr now going on in
Mississippi: the lynch-murder of 14 year-old, Chicago-temmmett Louis Till in

h® TheTimes

Mississippi and the subsequent acquittal of those charghdiwitieat
coverage was indeed extensive.

Anotherarticle in the paper noted, “There was at first wididewe of outraged
indignation over the crime and Mississippi officials ereutspoken in demanding swift
retributive justice.®® It also noted that a special prosecutor was assigrieahttie the

case. The piece highlighted the lynching/murder debatevdmprominently observed in

several black newspapers, referring to it as a “cortsy®° The paper reported that

8 bid.

8 |bid.

8 «Till Trial Protested,”New York TimesQctober 8, 1955, p.7.

8 bid.

8 Popham, J.,“Kidnapping Case Revived in the Solleyv York TimesOctober 30, 1955, 87.
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outside organizations, including spokesmen for the NAA@de the crime a
‘lynching’.

The same piece also reported on the details of the de&mmett Till's father.
The Jackson Daily Newsad disclosed that Louis Till, “serving in World Warwas
hanged for the murder of one woman and the rape of therf® Some southern papers
inferred that Louis Till's alleged crimes against womaade his son predisposed to the
same alleged behavior.

The New York Timeverage focused more on the political implicationshef
case than any of the other mainstream publicaticatsabre observed. This fact could
possibly be attributed to the northern location oabee of the political nature of blacks

in New York. It is a fact that is certainly wortby further investigation.

Times Picayune

Unlike TheNew York TimesrheTimes Picayunef New Orleans printed many
front-page stories about the Emmett Till case. Tiialistory told of the discovery of
Till's body. The story appeared in the September lisé igsth the headline of
“Kidnapped Boy’s Body Found®® According to the story, Till had been kidnapped
because he made “ugly remarks” to a white woman. The pégmereported inaccurate
information that the boy had been abducted the morifiagtae incident with the

woman.

% Ibid.
%1 «Kidnapped Boy’s Body Found,Times PicayuneSeptember 1, 1955, P.1
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Like many of the black papers, the New Orleans puldincaised quotes from
Til's mother in its coverage. The paper said of tlsenan, “Mrs. Bradley of Chicago
sobbed: Someone is going to pay for this. The entate stf Mississippi is going to pay
for this. | can't think; | just can't think. I'm froze He didn’t do anything to deserve
that.”®® By printing this quote, the paper humanized Mrs. Bradieyend observed in
many black papers.

The story also quoted Roy Wilkins of the NAACP. Witkksaid, “The killers of
the boy felt free to lynch him because there ih@éntire state [Mississippi] no
restraining influence of decency, not in the statetah@mong the daily newspapers, the
clergy nor any segment of the so-called better, citiZ¥ Wilkins communicated the
outrage felt by the masses of blacks to mainstreanriéane

TheTimes Picayunéescription of Emmett’s injuries was mild in comparison
the accounts found in some black publications. Accordirthe paper, Sheriff Strider of
Tallahatchie County said, “We found a bullet hole owé mbove his right ear. The left
side of his face had been cut up or beat up—plumb to the’ &kiihere was no mention
of other details like the cotton gin fan that was &eolund Till's neck to weigh his body
in the river.

The next issue of the papguoted the governor of Mississippi extensively. It
reported that Governor Hugh White “called for a completestigation of the kidnap-
kiling of a bubble-gum chewing Negro youth who allegedlyfwdiistled at a white

woman.”® White went on to say “Mississippi deplores such condndhe part of any

2 |bid.
% Ibid.
* Ibid.
% “Probe is Asked in Boy’s Killing, Times PicayuneSeptember 2, 1955, p.1.
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of its citizens and can not condone’t.”The paper went even further in its reporting and
stated, “In a telegram to the National Associatianifbe Advancement of Colored
People in New York, the governor said: Parties chargddthe murder are in jail. |

have every reason to believe that the court willtegr tduty in prosecution’® White also
went on record calling the incident a murder. He sdibis‘is not a lynching, it is a
straight out murder® Like many black publications, tidéew York Timesoted the
lynch/murder debate between White and the NAACP.

The next issue of the paper also used a quote from adley. The reporter
stated, “The train bearing the boy’s body was metibyriother, Mrs. Mamie Bradley,
who has said that President Eisenhower should sefistiae is done

Politicians in lllinois spoke of their outrage in tNew York TimesThe paper
noted when Mayor Richard Daley of Chicago sent a talego President Eisenhower
urging “all the facilities of the federal governmentifmenediately utilized so that the
ends of justice may be serveld®The same article noted that the governor of lllinois
advocated a thorough investigation in the case. Tdestes by Chicago’s Mayor and
the governor of lllinois are important because theyeaidence of support for blacks
came from white leaders on the local and state level.

Worthy of note is the fact that this article featueepicture of young Till. It was
a handsome photo of the boy that was taken a few mdefore his death. This fact is
noted because pictures of Emmett appeared in the mamstoeeerage quite

infrequently.

% |bid.
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When the paper covered the viewing of Emmett’s bodyalt@ving day, there
was no picture included, but the description of the comddichis body was more
detailed. The writer stated, “Viewers filing past tloeith’'s casket looked down on the
disfigured face which a Mississippi sheriff said earlgpeared to have been struck with
an ax because “ it went too deep to be anything &18&.These simple details still left
the true extent of Emmett’s injuries to the imaginaod New Orleans readers.

In the next issue of the paper, Sheriff Strider, ¢lael investigator in the case,
called into question whether the body was actually EinmiktHe was quoted as saying,
“The whole thing looks like a deal made up by the Natiésabciation for the
Advancement of Colored People[s|*® The paper also printed, Roy Wilkins’ response as
he said, “The sheriff evidently knows nothing aboutNMWACP.”'* Till's cousin Ray
F. Mooty was also quoted in the article saying, “Teilfais convinced that the body is

Emmett, %

calling the sheriffs comment an attempt to ‘cover dijpis comment led to
a debate between Strider and Wilkins that was featunediny articles about the case.
Although theTimes Picayunerinted one picture of Emmett Till, it featured
several of the accused murderers and their families. fifdh one appeared in the
September Bissue. It was a picture of Mrs. Roy Bryant, the womé&om Emmett was

alleged to have whistled HE Another piece featured a photograph of Bryant sharing a

deep kiss with his wife as their two young sons looketP®rstill another showed both

101 «Body of Chicago Youth Is ViewedTimes PicayuneSeptember 4, 1955, 9.
102«gheriff Says Body May Not Be Til's'Times PicayuneSeptember 4, 1955, 9.
103 F
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196 «Tj|| Case Trial To Open,Times PicayuneSeptember 18, 1955.
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of the defendants with their toddler children in tfWAll of these photographs seemed
to humanize the accusers and their families, therefesking sympathy for them.

One article in particular seemed to create sympathth@accused perpetrators of
the crime. Sheriff Strider said that he had receiheektts against Bryant and Milam. He
continued, “One of the letters had threatened thefiflames H. Bryant, brother of the
jailed men, who was stationed in the Navy in New YdfK. Strider described the letters
as “filthy and vicious” and asked the FBI to investigate.

Strider’s quotes continued to evoke compassion for ttigsacs’ families as he
stated “Automobiles bearing lllinois license plateséat cars driven by the Bryant
family and other persons off nearby roaf§.Strider continued, referring to the traffic
incidents, “Those folks seem to think they are comingrdbere and take over—I don'’t
think they are *° Proof of whether or not these allegations were fiagenot been
revealed in this research process, but Strider clossdyyg, “he still thought that
Emmett Till was alive.*** The overwhelming evidence showed that this remark was
certainly false.

One particular article with the headline, “Slain Boiother Is Still In Chicago,”
seemed more sympathetic to the Bryant family thavire Bradley. It referred to her as
“the witness: Mrs. Mamie Bradley, mother of Emmett & 14-year—old Chicago Negro
slain after whistling and allegedly making “ugly remarksatwhite storekeeper’s pretty

wife.” 2 Mrs. Bradley had sent a telegram to the District Atéy asking if provisions

107 «Till Trial Jury Selection Held, Times PicayuneSeptember 20, 1955.
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for her protection would be provided upon her arrival isdiisippi. The D.A. responded
by requesting that “Mrs. Bradley leave immediately fam@er.”** He also said “he
thought her already in the Sumner vicinity ready tafteshd that her failure to make
herself available was ‘not understandabfé*The District Attorney’s harsh response to
Mrs. Bradley’s request for protection was quite unsymp@thider concern for her own
safety was certainly not unjustified, considering thiatde atmosphere in Mississippi,
which surrounded the trial.

When Milam and Bryant were found not guilty of murderimgriett Till, it
appeared on the front-page of fhienes PicayuneThe unknown reportarsed quotes
from the jury foreman, J.A. Shaw. According to the paffgihaw said that the jury had
reached a unanimous verdict on the third ballot. Offirgteballot, three of the jurors
had abstained from voting. On the second ballot, taebabstained**® These quotes
from the jury foreman could not have been obtainedéybtack reporters of the time.

There is certainly evidence that much of the coveiragfge Times Picayunaas
sympathetic to the accused killers and their famil®&s their pictures were printed with
their wives and children in many articles, they wareost celebrated.

While theTimes Picayuneoverage of members of Milam and Bryant’s families
could be viewed as sympathetic, Til's mother was cedavithout sensitivity. A great
example is the previously mentioned article titled, “NMatof the Slain boy still in
Chicago,” which publicly scolded Mrs. Bradley for herense from Mississippi as she
delayed her departure from Chicago until she found outuirggevould be provided for

her upon her arrival. The tone of article could be desdras harsh and certainly

13 bid.
14 bid.
"5Two not Guilty of Till Murder Jury Declareg;he Times PicayurieSeptember 24, 1955 P.1.
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unsympathetic. These observations give great insighth&Times Picayuneoverage

of the Emmett Till case.

The Atlanta Constitution

Intriguing qualities can be observed in thiganta Constitutiorcoverage of the
Emmett Till case. The initigfonstitutioncoverage of the casgppeared on the first day
of September in 1955. The article had the title, “Net#o,Called Insulter, Is Pulled
From River Dead.*'® The wording of this title actually seems to call matention to
Emmett Till as an ‘insulter’ before it pronouncesdesmth. The fact that he is dead
almost reads like an afterthought. This is importantbse it can be argued that much
of the coverage placed more importance on Till's allegelftwhistle than to his death.

The same article reported the inaccurate informahianthe boy was buried in
Mississippi. It stated, “Till was buried this afternoatnMoney [Mississippi]. His body
was in ‘such bad shape, it couldn’t be shipped” to Chicagbudrial, a funeral home
attendant said**’ The body was actually shipped back to Chicago for bomizhe same
train that the boy had taken to Mississippi. The wotethe article did not effectively
verify the source of his information.

The next issue of théonstitutionreported that Governor White had ordered a
trial in the case. The governor “ordered local ddfcto ‘fully prosecute’ two white men

for the abduction-slaying of a Chicago Negro teen-ager allegedly leered and

11&Negro, 14, Called Insulter, Is Pulled From River Déadlanta Constitution September 1,
1955, 1.
17 bid.
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whistled at the wife of one of the suspect$.To leer is “To look with a sidelong glance,
indicative especially of sexual desire or sly and nmlisiintent.*° As theConstitution
reporter chose this term, he provides evidence thaheouivhites were threatened by
black males in 1955, even 14-year old black boys.

The headline of the next piece is very telling. disventitled, “Miss. Jury Is Still
Studying ‘Wolf Whistle’ Slaying of Boy*° This is the first of mangonstitution
articles that referred to the Emmett whistling at MBsyant. A wolf is known as a
predator. As the reference is made, Emmett Till ieelihto the predatory animal.

The next article went even further in its predat@fgmrence of Emmett Till. It
was entitled, “Half-Brothers Indicted in Death of Kigypeed Wolf Whistle Boy, 14
The writer of this article chose not to use Emmetéime, choosing instead to call him
‘wolf whistle boy.” The story went further and stat&’oung Till reportedly whistled or
made ‘ugly remarks’ to Mrs. Bryant, wife of the Mon#jississippi store keeper*?In
this front-page article, the reporter has renamed Etridvetf Whistle Boy' again
associating him with the predatory animal. Though tpenter states that Till made ugly
remarks to Mrs. Bryant, he does not say what thasanies were.

The next article entitled, “Whistle Case Suspect8&dried September 182

continues demonizing Till. The reporter has renamed BEthiks murder case the

whistle case. This particular article noted thatabeused killers, Bryant and Milam,

18«Gov. White Orders Trial In Boy’s Kidnap-Slaying&tlanta ConstitutionSeptember 2, 1955
2.

119 http://dictionary.reference.com/search?g=leer

2Miss. Jury Is Still Studying ‘Wolf Whistle’ Slayingf Boy,” The Atlanta Constitution,
September 6, 1955, 2.

12L«Half Brothers Indicted in Death of Kidnapped Woltistle Boy, 14.” Atlanta Constitution
September 7, 1955, 1.
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“admitted to taking Till from the home of his uncle n&eenwood, August 28, but told
Leflore County Sheriff George Smith they let him go amhed after finding he was not
‘the one’ who whistled at Bryant's pretty young wifé*As Mrs. Bryant is referred to as
‘pretty and young,’ the readers see her as being arsiipésvictim of this Negro wolf
whistle boy predator.

The next article, which announced the beginning ofribg continued with the
‘wolf whistle’ reference. “Brothers on Trial Today \Wolf-Whistle’ Slaying” headed
the piece. This article also quoted the suspects agsagm released Till when they
found he wasn't the one who whistled at Mrs. Bryanthe article also quoted two
unnamed persons stating, “Two of Till's companions dadybung Negro, a former
polio victim who hardly could be understood because od@mrsier, had whistled at Mrs.
Bryant.”?° As theConstitutionwriter calls the case the wolf whistle slaying, the
murdered Till has even less importance.

The wolf whistle headings continued in a subsequent padiegl CProsecution in
‘Wolf-Whistle’ Trial Wins Recess for ‘New WitnessésThe Atlanta Constitution
writer’s repeated use of the wolf-whistle descriptiofeafmett Till is telling. Clearly the
writer/s of these articles placed more importanceheratieged whistle that Till was
accused of committing than on his murder. News attittds are telling. They provide
readers with an idea of what stories are about. égetlwriters renamed Emmett Till and
his case “Wolf Whistle Boy” and the “Wolf Whistle s® they placed more focus on his

whistle than on the fact that he was brutally murdered.

124 |1n;
Ibid.
125 «Brothers on Trial Today In ‘Wolf Whistle’ SlayingAtlanta ConstitutiorSeptember 19,
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The Clarion-Ledger, Jackson Daily News

The Clarion Ledger—Jackson Daily Nesm/erage of the Emmett Till incident is
vital to this research. It not only reveals how Mississippi paper covered Till's murder
and trial, but also how some of the citizenry felleitters to the editor. These letters and
articles uncover much about the attitudes of whitekarstate where Till was murdered.

Not only did the paper quote whites but, like many masasirand black
publications, it also printed the remarks of black lead&sy Wilkins of the NAACP
said, “The killers of the boy felt free to lynch hbacause there is in the entire state no
restraining influence of decency, not in the statetah@mong the daily newspapers, the
clergy nor any segment of the so-called better cisizéf’ Wilkins left out no one in his
attack on the people of Mississippi.

His condemnation of the people of the southern statenet without response.
One retort of note came from Dr. John W. Landrum,qast the First Baptist Church of
Grenada. The pastor countered, “the vicious chargdselbgxecutive secretary of
NAACP, an organization purported to be for the advanceofean entire race, show to
what ends the warped malignancy of hatred will lead sopeso generalized on one
tragic situation and saddles venomous vituperations on thhane2,000,000 people—the
citizens of an entire staté?® Landrum, being a minister, seemed to take Wilkins
remarks very personally, not only defending himself led ather ministers.

Landrum continued, “God has made no man the judge and yhef jne taking

of human life, be it in the ‘backwoods’ of Mississippilty hoodlums in a midnight

12N AACP Officials Launch Bitter Attack on StateClarion Ledger September 1, 1955, 1.
128 «Clergyman Speaks ‘Mind’ on NAACP Clarion Ledger September 3, 1955,6.
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mugging in the ‘jungles’ of Harlent® Landrum’s statement was racist even if, as he
inferred, the general population of Mississippi may neehzeen.

Another article from th€larion Ledgerquoted Wheeler Parker, “a friend of
Till's” as saying, “three white men and a white wonnaansed his friend 14-year-old
Emmett Till from his bed, dragged him in to an auto andelaway.**® This report is
contrary to other accounts which stated that Till ve&en by the two white men, Roy
Bryant and J.W. Milam.

Though the writer said that Wheeler Parker was “adr@Till's”, he was Till's
cousin. The article also quoted Parker as saying “I duessett was killed because of
the “wolf’ call he whistled at a pretty 27-year-old véhiady in a store last
Wednesday?®! Parker was raised in rural Mississippi so the dial¢ots of the quote is
guestionable. It is unlikely that Parker would have daad Till was “roused from his
bed and dragged into an auto” and “killed because of thecaiblie whistled at a pretty
27-year old white lady in a storé® These facts raise suspicion as to the validity ®f th
quote.

Photographs of Bryant and Milam, the accused murderessettén formal
military uniforms appeared above this particular arti€kmnsidering the fact that the
piece described Wheeler Parker’s account of what happenige might of Emmett’s
abduction, the photographs had no relevance to the newgpepe. This is evidence of
another southern paper humanizing and seeking to garnerteyrfgpraBryant and

Milam.

129 bid.
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TheClarion-Ledgercompared Till's death to the murder of a black youth iwNe
York in its reporting of the Mississippi-NAACP lynch-murd#ebate. The reporter
stated, “Adding a blast at the NAACP, thaily Newscited the case of a New York
Negro, Willard Menter, who was killed by four teenagefrse four also confessed to
kiling another man. No one called the kilings anythatger than useless, senseless acts
of savagery. No one believed they were lynchifg&This is important evidence of the
paper using the “murder” classification of another youagkman to bolster Till's death
being classified as a murder and not a lynching.

The writer went further and wrote, “The kidnap-murder waisa lynching and
when the NAACP says so, it proves its cynical purpdseflaming the Negro people of
this state against the Whites. Its reckless alleggtioust not go unchallenged™® The
Mississippi paper certainly went on the offensive agaimes NAACP in the debate.

An editorial written inThe Clarion-Ledgepresents more evidence of the
Mississippi offensive. It states, “One minor sidelmany may not have considered is
that it is by reason of incidents of this kind thathstexdical groups as the NAACP are
able to raise large sums of money for expansion stiitfe-breeding busines$® The
writer provided no source or proof that the NAACP wasgisine incident to raise
money.

TheJackson Daily Newsontributed to the debate as to whether the body was
actually Emmett Till. It quoted Sheriff H.C. Strider @hhe said, “The whole thing

looks like a deal made up by the National AssociatiotHerAdvancement of Colored

13 ustate Papers Hit Slaying of Negro,” Claribadgetr September 3, 1955, 1.
134 {In;
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People.*®* The writer balanced the piece by quoting Till's couBiay Mooty when he
said, “the family is convinced that the body is Emmi&tt Mooty went on to call the
sheriffs comment an attempt to “cover up.” This quotdMmoty was observed in many
other publications.

The article went further and quoted Mooty as sayinga ‘dbubt as to identity [of
Till] arose, the family will turn the body over to orities for positive identification:*®
The Clarion-Ledgeris the only paper that the reported the family’s vgltiass to turn
over Emmett’s body to Mississippi authorities. Non¢hefsources, both primary and
secondary, report that Mrs. Bradley was willing to tiken son’s body over to Mississippi
authorities. Considering the difficulty she had is atitgi the body, it is unlikely that
she would be willing to release Emmett to anyone.

The Mississippi paper noted when Mrs. Bradley was conairige trial. It stated,
“The mother of a slain Chicago Negro boy will be tadi here for the trial of two men
charged with murdering him for acting ‘fresh' toward ateviiioman.**® Like many of
the articles, this one contained “scolding” referertiescted at Emmett.

Another article with such references appeared in e $ssue. The article,
which reported when the trial date would be set, stdigidEmmett had “allegedly
whistled and made ‘off color’ remarks to pretty Mrs. &myywhile purchasing bubblegum

at her store.*?°

138 «“sheriff Believes Body Not Till’; Family Disagreddother ‘Positive’ It Was Her Son,”
Clarion Ledger September 4, 1955, 1.
137 H
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One letter to the editor of tl&arion-Ledgerreveals the mindset of a Mississippi
leader. Rev. Bryan Simmons of Ellisville, Mississippd very strong feelings as to why
Emmett was murdered. He expressed them quite eloquentlgtiter to theClarion-
Ledger’seditor. In his letter he attributes blame to varipadies for Emmett Till's
death. He begins by placing the blame on who ever tdnimghio ‘wolf-whistle:’

First, we have taught little children, and many a dméld suffered from
this at home and in other places when they have gotaden. Somebody
thought it was smart for him to whistle the “Wolf Cals a little fellow
and thereby made of him a smart-alex. Moral-avoid pyitito the minds
of little children these expressions that are ugly anting in the speech
of older people. The person or persons who taught tiishigowolf call
and laughed at the achievement helped make this tragedgledssi

The Reverend continues by exalting the value of “wdmead” and the
danger of disregarding it:

Second, we have failed to teach children of both reegsect for grown-
ups and especially for womanhood. Casual observanceewaial such
disregard and lack of respect. Womanhood should cherigiokiion of
honor and respect and lay claim to such consideratidweibganner and
habits. Evidently somebody failed so to train thig aod thereby became
party to this gruesome happening.

| deplore the step taken and the extremes to whichiedelput | see in it
the respect for our sisters, wives, and mothers, msfiesl in the minds
and hearts of Southern men and | believe resentmearit lmave arisen
without regard to race or locality. Had this boy beamed to respect
womankind this tragedy would never have occufféd.

Simmons continues by blaming Emmett’s murder on hiheno

Third, if (as my brother minister describes him) (s only a stuttering
child,” it behooved his mother to have kept him claséér and in
familiar surroundings until he was old enough to better wtded the
environment into which he was going. Evidently thehmo knew his
limitations and she should have limited his movemeFRtslure here to
made her partially liable for the awful resufs.

I Rev. B. Simmons, Letter to the Edit@arion Ledger September 14, 1955, 9.
142 .
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“He continues by assigning blame to Emmett’s Migsagamily
members:
Forth, the reports show that the boy’'s people reatizedyravity of the
situation and the danger ahead and “his uncle misseddmselo avoid
the tragedy by a failure to immediately dispatch him ladkis home. “A
stitch in time saves niné?
Finally, he blames Emmett:
Let us teach our children (both white and black) clge®ech, respectable habits,
and honor for God and such terrible tragedies will nat thia peacefulness of our
relationship™*®
In the previous statement, Reverend Simmons doesatetvghom the
“our” is in this relationship, but the inference isitnelationship is between the
blacks and whites in Mississippi. He argues that theght®e parties involved is
not an issue. He places more importance in the laokspect that Emmett Till
shows to Mrs. Bryant as a “woman.” But his exaltatid the virtues of
womanhood is really a thinly disguised exaltation ofteviiomanhood.
In his eloquently written editorial, Simmons thoughgfldlamed many
persons for Til's murder. But interestingly he doesamsdign any blame to
whomever committed the murder. Conversely, elemdriis detter seem to
justify the event.
The Mississippi papers give great insight not only tosthethern coverage of the
Till case but also the mindset of Mississippians duriegttial. This coverage

contributes greatly to understanding of the history ofrifeth Til's murder and trial and

how these events unfolded.
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Differences in the coverage were also observed wiki@mainstream papers.
For example, similarities in the coverage Ne&v York Timeand the New York
Amsterdam News black paper were observed. Both of these papers staies that
encouraged blacks to take political action. Both quotezk il rights leaders like A.
Phillip Randolph and Roy Wilkins, evidence that thesddesi opinions were not only
important to black publications but also to white puhlma. Political action for blacks
in New York was a regional issue.

Southern mainstream papers also revealed a great deakh&dime and history
of the Emmett Till case in their coverage. One gesample is the coverage in the
Atlanta Constitutiorwith its series of stories that referred to Emnidttas “Wolf
Whistle Boy. He was called this name in many heasllin theConstitution

The Emmett Till case reveals a divide that existeglaments of the press in
America in 1950s. On one side was the black press. [Ehiert of the press
communicated the outrage of blacks in the country towttelynching of Emmett Till.
On the other side was the mainstream press who spolites in America, particular
southern whites. Examining the mainstream press giggsater understanding and
perspective to the investigation of the black press.

The white press has great importance in researchingeiriil. Emmett Till
was not an African-American story but an AmericamstAs Mrs. Bradley and other
blacks involved in the trial were celebrated in trecklpress, members of the accusers

families were celebrated in the Southern white press.
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Coding Sheet Summary
A coding sheet was designed in order to provide a cloadmgeof some of the
articles used in the study. Twenty-two articles warelomly chosen from black sources
and fourteen articles were chosen from the mainstpFass. This section provides a

summary of the findings of each of the questions fraarcthding sheet.

Does the article refer to Emmett Till as a martyr?

In the design of this coding sheet, this question wasezhto determine if
Emmett Till was referred to as a martyr in the prdég.could be shown that Till had
been called a martyr in the black press, it would prbaette was symbol in the struggle
for black civil rights in 1955, before the Rosa Parkdiewt. If this could be proven, the
incident of his death would in fact be the catalyst started the civil rights movement.
Initial observation did show that many writers in thack press referred to Emmett Till
as a martyr.

A martyr is “one who makes a great sacrifice or ssiffeuch in order to further a
belief, cause, or principle.” When Emmett Till was muedk many members of the
black press attached his death to the cause of civikrigh Of fourteen articles
investigated in the mainstream publications, nonenedeio Emmett Till as a martyr.
But of twenty-two articles investigated in black publcas, six did refer to Till as a
martyr. Another article called his death a “sacgific

The findings demonstrate the geographical diversity obldxek papers that
referred to Till as a martyr. A Three of the sikcdes that referred to Till as a martyr

were located in th€hicago DefenderTill's hometown paper. Two appeared in the
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Pittsburgh Courieras did the article that referred to his death as dfisacrOne of the
articles that referred to him as a martyr appeareeiAmsterdam NewsThe fact that
three of the seven articles noted appeared in the g¢hjgaper is strong evidence that his
hometown certainly saw his death as a sacrifice wiffications for the entire race.

As Till was identified as a martyr in the black preksse writers inferred that his
death was a sacrifice for the black race. Thisranstevidence that Emmett Till was
transformed into an icon for African-American cnghts almost immediately after his

death, evidence that his lynching was a catalystéaithl rights movement.

Does the article refer to Emmett Till negatively?

This question was created for the coding sheet becatise @xamination of
mainstream press sources there were many instanceserhge that included negative
descriptions, references, and labels applied to EmmniettThe researcher felt that it was
important to see if these terms were also used iblfiok press. In choosing to answer
the question with “yes” or “no,” the researcher anage“yes” to any negative reference,
description or label.

Of the twenty-two articles investigated in black pr&ssrces, only onBittsburgh
Courierarticle used negative terms to describe Emmett Tikkaid that Till was referred
to by relatives as “a half-crazed kid.” In this desawipt a family member made this
reference about Till to justify any wrongdoing on histpas if he, the half-crazed, child
was not completely responsible for his actions. ofthe other articles in the black

publications that were examined referred to him in peséind sympathetic terms.
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By contrast, seven of the fourteen mainstream préistea investigated referred
to Till negatively. In théAtlanta Journal and Constitutip one article noted that Till had
“leered” at Mrs. Bryant, the wife of one of his kile Another example was the
Constitution’sseries of articles that repeatedly called Till “wolfiigtle boy.” This
reference appeared in the headlines of many of thaslesr In some cases the writers
did not use his given name, Emmett Till, instead seeynmeglaming him “wolf-whistle
boy.”

These findings are very important as they prove theonly did the black press
frame their coverage in ways to benefit the plighfican-Americans, but some

members of the mainstream press, particularly Soutiemspapers, used their coverage

in ways which could have influenced the image of the nmectgouth.

Does the article describe Mrs. Bryant, the woman Till allgedly whistled at?

This question was added to the coding sheet because,abdéeration of the
mainstream press articles, the descriptions of Mngargr the woman Emmett Till
alleged whistled at were relevant. In comparing thoseripéiens to ones written in the
black press, the black publications’ descriptions, ifelecases that were observed,
were quite basic. The mainstream publications, agaticplarly those in the South,
wrote about the woman in far more descriptive detaihtthd the black press sources.
Any description at all would require a ‘yes’ responseh@ndoding sheet.

Of the twenty-two articles in the black press thatenevestigated, four gave
minimum descriptions of the woman Emmett Till allegeahyistled at. In those articles,

two called her “Bryant’s wife.” One called her “théfevof a storekeeper,” and another
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called her “the woman.” These descriptions were segyniised to tell who she was,
without positively or negatively effecting public opiniabhout her. Most of the articles
that were observed in black press sources did not givdestyiptions of Mrs. Bryant.

On the contrary, the mainstream press sources prirtielésthat described Mrs.
Bryant in seven of fourteen articles investigated.tioke seven articles, five described
her as “a white woman.” Of the five articles, whialled her a white woman, all of
them were found in Southern newspapers, three ifiithes Picayunef New Orleans
and two in the Mississippi papers. These findings ardfisagtt.

Many articles in the mainstream papers described MyanB as pretty, brunette
and white. One called her blonde even though she hgdiagt colored hair. The
mainstream papers, particularly the Southern papers, adtied attention to Mrs.
Bryant’s physical appearance. As she was describecttiy, forunette and even blonde,
this suggests that she was the perfectly beautiful agiefidouthern belle.  This
southern belle must be protected at all cost, evée iEbst was the life of a 14-year-old
black boy who dared to disrespect her. She was ad'wilaman,” irresistible to any

black male, even the adolescent Emmett Till.

Does the article refer to the case as a lynching or a murder?
This question was created because of the publicized dedimteen Roy Wilkins
of the NAACP and Governor Hugh White of Mississippi. IRfis was quoted in several

newspapers emphatically stating that Emmett Till's dest$ the result of a “lynching.”
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Governor White retorted that he believed the crime st a “murder.” This
lynching/murder debate was widely printed not only inlilaek press but also in the
mainstream press. As the question is applied to the atiwies, both in the black and
mainstream publications, it reveals how the black paedswhite press referred to the
incident. Articles specifically about the debate wawecounted on the coding sheets.

Of fourteen articles that were read from the maiastreress, only one article
referred to the incident as a lynching. It wddeav York Timearticle titled, “10,000 In
Harlem Protest Verdict-Mississippi Acquittal Brings Dewhd&or End to Racism.” The
title is revealing: It does not refer to an end teclyng but to racism. This is evidence
that this Harlem meeting was in fact a “civil rightaéeting. This supports the
hypothesis that the Till incident was a catalystthar civil rights movement.

None of the other mainstream articles that were eghpd the coding sheet called
the case a lynching. Five articles in mainstreapepacalled it a “murder” and two
articles used neither term. Of those five artidie®, of the writers used the term
“killing” and three called the death a “slaying.”

By contrast, the black publications called the incidelynching more often than
not. Of twenty-two articles investigated, thirteafler Emmett Till's death a lynching
whereas only three referred to it as a murder. @fabe five articles from the “neither”
category called Till's death a killing and another twiemesd to it as a slaying. There
was a range of black papers that called the crime hihgndutThe Chicago Defender
and thePittsburgh Couriercalled the crime a lynching in most of their coverafthe

story. There were also cases of the incident beffagred to as a murder in both of these
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papers. Jetmagazine also referred to the occurrence as a nchimeAtlanta Daily
World used the term “slaying” in the one article.

The observation that black publications referred tacHs® as a lynching and
mainstream papers referred to it as a murder, supporypbeéhesis that the black press
supported the NAACP's side in the lynch/murder debate. i3 fiisther evidence of the
divide that existed between black and white elementiseopress in the coverage of the
Till incident.

Emmett Till's death was described differently in blackl avhite press sources.
Members of the white press called the case a murddayiag or a kiling and almost
never referred to it as a lynching. But the casecaisd a lynching in many instances
within the black press. To beat and shoot a youngddgath, then weigh his body in
a river with a 90-pound piece of equipment was surely a lmgtdod of kiling some
one. But was it a murder or a lynching? The editans fthe mainstream and black

press made very different judgments in deciding which teruse.

Does the article link Emmett Till to other African-American lynch victims?

This question was created to establish whether othedblack press connected
Emmett Till to other lynch victims. According to Sm@nd Bender, master frames can
be construed as functioning in a manner analogous todiigaodes in that they provide
a grammar that punctuates and syntactically conneceripsittr happenings in the
world.**® In the initial observation of the articles aboutrgett Til's lynching, other

black murder victims were sometimes mentioned. Asuiiters of these articles

“® Doug McAdam, John D. McCarthy, and Mayer N. Z&ldmparative Perspective on Social
Movements: Political Opportunities, Mobilizing Structures and Culturainkes(Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1996), 139.
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connected Emmett Till to other lynch victims, thegated a master frame. The frame
made Till a part of a cause and not just an isolateonvata lynching. Framing the case
this way gave the incident more gravity.

There were certainly other black males who were medigr Mississippi in
1955, but two were frequently mentioned in black pressestabout Emmett Till. They
were Rev. George Lee and Lamar Smith, two Mississippidio were murdered because
of their work for voter rights. Lee was murdered on Mag955 and Smith was
murdered on August 13, 1955. As members of the black press Tiikexdother lynch
victims, particularly persons who were killed becausafo€an-American civil rights,
he became linked to their causes.

Of the twenty-two articles investigated in the blackgst five linked Emmett Till
to other lynch victims. Two articles linked him tanfth and Lee. One linked Till only to
Smith, another mentioned a murdered young man named TinoRlads another
referred to a nameless victim. Of the articlesstigated in the mainstream press, none
linked Till to Smith and Lee or any other lynching ined$. This evidence is important
because it shows that as black publications associatetei Till with other civil rights
martyrs, they created a master frame in their coeedd the case.

Lamar Smith was murdered because he refused to rensorarhe from a voter
registration list in Belzoni, Mississippi. He wasuadly called to the courthouse and shot
because of his refusal. This public murder, on the stetbge Belzoni courthouse, was
certainly a lynching as it was probably done to disogei@hers from trying to vote in

this Mississippi town.
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Reverend Lee was a local NAACP official and urged biggecegation to register
and vote. Lee had reported to federal authorities hieataunty sheriff had refused to
accept his poll tax payment and subsequently refused to lailio to vote. He was
allowed to vote, but was later murdered by a shotgun tadss face as he drove his car.
The public nature of this murder could also classify & dgnching.” Lee, like Smith
had been warned to have his name removed from anegistration list.

The murders of Lee and Smith were mentioned in mamgesrin black
publications about Emmett Till. As blacks nationwidad about the Till case, they
came to know these men and how they died because oiibrdi in African-American
voter rights. Lee and Smith were certainly martydyan the modern era of civil rights.
As the writers of these articles linked Emmett Tiifsching to these two martyrs, they
not only linked him to black civil rights, but he toochene a martyr for the movement.
As these three black males were connected in thk ptass, they created a master

frame.

Do photographs accompany the article?

Both the mainstream press and the black press used pyaitedgn their coverage
of the Emmett Till case. But interesting differencas be observed in the way different
papers used photographs. Black publicationsJike The Pittsburgh Courieand
especiallythe Chicago Defenderegularly featured photographs of Emmett Till that were
taken before his deathMany of these photographs showed him in his middle class
surroundings. In all of the photographs, he was smilind nattily dressed. One photo

showed Emmett as a beautiful baby. These photos inteddeaders to him and showed
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them images of his life before his death. These mtidics humanized Emmett Till to
readers of black publications.

Other photos showed his mother, Mamie Bradley, duringws periods of the
funeral and trial. These images of Mrs. Bradley ndy sinowed readers her grief as she
lost her only child but also cultivated an image oftingng to achieve justice as the
accused murderers were brought to trial.

Of the fourteen mainstream articles that were oleskrtwo articles used
photographs related to Emmett Till. One article inNlesv Orleans'imes Picayune
featured a very handsome picture of Emmett Till. Anokbeated in theClarion Ledger
showed Till's mother collapsing at his coffin.

An interesting discovery was made in the observatidheomainstream papers.
Many of the Southern newspaper articles featured photogd@ryant and Milam,
Til's accused murderers in their coverage. One attig@rticular showed the brothers
in their military uniforms, evoking patriotic sympathySome of these same papers
featured pictures of the men’s wives and toddler childegnlarly in their coverage.
These photos humanized Bryant and Milam and their &s1ih mainstream newspaper
readers in 1955.

The infamous photo of Emmett Till in his coffin wased in three of the articles
observed that were applied to the coding sheet. Two lvesieed in theChicago
Defender The third was found ifhe New York Amsterdam Newihese gruesome
photographs were also observed in other articles tbet mot selected in the coding
process. The infamous photograph of Emmett Till ircbfén was not observed in any

of the mainstream press sources that were investigated.
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Other photos in the black press showed pictures o$ filbther, Mamie Bradley.
Second to Emmett, she was the main character icdhss. One photograph in the
Chicago Defendeshowed her obviously grief stricken. Others showedhearious
times during the funeral and trial. Odetarticle showed a photograph of Mrs. Till posed
with Emmett before his death.

Much of the black press coverage of Emmett Till featyrleotographs of his
funeral. For example, one photograph showed an unknowsteniwho served as a
pallbearer collapsing after seeing Till's mutilated boéyother article from the
Pittsburgh Couriershowed a panoramic photograph of the throngs of persasisl® the
church where the funeral was held. Others showedB/eslley at different times during
the funeral. These publications brought photographs @dsaspects of Emmett Till's
funeral to the black community.

Not only did the coverage in the black press use phdto#l and his family, but
one also showed pictures of the accused murderer’s fadiemagazine showed a
photograph of Bryant and Milam and another of Bryantfe w its coverage of the case.
This is evidence that the magazine showed photograpbistb# players in the case to its
readers. Some black papers, particularlyRitesburgh Couriey frequently used full
pages of photographs of Till, his family and others medlin the case. But the

mainstream papers showed pictures of Till and his maotlheh less frequently.

Does the article link the case to African-American voter ghts?
Of the twenty-two articles in the black press, wsikdd the case to black voter

rights. Of those six articles, one located inPBitesburgh Courierreported on the famous
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Harlem protest that occurred shortly after the acquft8ryant and Milam, Emmett
Till's accused murderers. The fact that the artinleed Till's death to African-
American voter rights is evidence of black mobilizatiesulting from the case.

One article in the mainstream press, featured ilNgwe York Timedinked the
case to African-American voter rights. This artidiged September 26, 1955 is further
evidence of African-American mobilization in the dayser Emmett Till's death and
before Rosa Parks’ refusal to relinquish her seatMoragomery, Alabama bus.

As these writers attached the Till case to blackrnogéts, they provide evidence
that the modern civil rights movement was launching duttie case. The dates of these
two articles are important because they were writenst three months before the Rosa

Parks incident, the event widely thought to be the ysttaf the Civil Rights Movement.

Does the article link the case to American desegregation?

None of the mainstream articles linked the case terfsan desegregation, but
three of the twenty-two articles in the black presssti. All three of those articles
appeared in thBittsburgh Courier The title of one of these articles, “Leaders Rép
Verdict,” is important to note. These “leaders” wblack leaders who discussed the
implications of the verdict on blacks as a race. muthis meeting, they also discussed
American desegregation and black voter rights. Thisribér evidence that the Emmett

Till incident was a catalyst to the civil rights movent.
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Does the article quote black “civil rights” leaders?

In the initial investigation of articles, from botmainstream and black press
sources, civil rights leaders were often quoted in therege of the Emmett Till case.
As press sources sought these men’s opinions, they bdhamoices of blacks about the
case. Interestingly, there were only a few persdms were quoted repeatedly about the
case and its relevance to African-American civil aater rights.

Of the fourteen mainstream press articles that aepéed to the coding sheet,
four quoted black civil rights leaders. They appeared ilNgwe York Times, The Times-
Picayune, The Jackson Daily Neavgdthe Clarion-Ledger. All four of these articles
guoted Roy Wilkins, National Secretary of the NAACP.

Wilkins was quoted as he spoke on behalf his organizaiitwe. NAACP was the
most prevalent organization advocating rights for blaclksnerica in 1955. As the
leader of the organization, Wilkins’ opinions about Bmemett Till case were important
to mainstream press sources. As the mainstreamguetsd the leader of the civil
rights organization in regards to the case, it createthar master frame. They linked
Emmett Till to the NAACP and to Roy Wilkins, an outspolavil rights leader. This is
further evidence of the case being framed in a waghefi the cause of civil rights.

Of the twenty-two articles that were applied to tbdiog sheet from the black
publications, five quoted black leaders. As in the maaast publications Roy Wilkins
was quoted, but other leaders were also referred tohilip Randolph, president of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters was one leaderenjoision was important.

Dr. T.R.M Howard, president of the Regional Council®lefro Leadership, a

noted civil rights leader in Mississippi, was quoted in awiicles, both in th€hicago
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Defender He was also mentioned in articles that were notiegppb the coding sheets.
Mamie Till Bradley, Emmett’'s mother spoke of Howardigobrtance in her
autobiography. Though widely unknown, Howard was very impbttathe civil rights
movement in Mississippi during the Till case. Howanghibed the Mississippi Regional
Council for Negro Leadership, which promoted leadershipldpreent in the African-
American community of Mississippi*’ His life was often threatened because of this
position. He was an important and unsung hero of thleigits movement during the
Till case whose opinions were important to black psessces.

This observation is important because it proves #gibnal leaders had more
importance in the black press than they did in the rirags press. T.R.M. Howard was
a well-known and well-respected civil rights leader wied in Mississippi during the
Till incident, but was not quoted in the mainstream Msggpi papers. But he was
guoted in the black press in varied regions of the couAyhe black press quoted
various leaders and citizens, they demonstrated leadvsating civil rights were

emerging regionally as well as nationally.

Does the article refer to other kinds of organization/activisnilindraising?

Of the mainstream press articles, three of the fearteticles referred to other
kinds of organization/activism/fundraising. Two artidleferred to fundraising, one
from theTimes Picayunand another from thidew York Times.Both quoted a black
minister who “urged viewers of Till's body to donateatdund set up by the NAACP so

that this [lynching] would not happen again.” The thirdcke, also located in thidew

147 Mamie Till-Mobley & Christopher Bensoleath of InnocengeRandom House: New York,
2003, 155.
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York Timegeferred to African-American activism. It mentianihe possibility of an
anti-lynching bill, local political action and a mareh Washington.

Five of twenty-four articles in the black press reddrto other kinds of
organization/activism/fundraising. Worthy of notehatttwo of the articles appeared in
the Chicago Defendeand another two appeared in #igsburgh Couriergvidence of
activism in their coverage. The fifth article wasdted in théNew York Amsterdam
News All of these articles suggested increased fundraisinthoNAACP. These
articles are evidence that the case being linked to GRAAIndraising was multi-

regional.

FRAMING ANALYSIS
Does the article fulfill the punctuating function of framing analysis?

Of the fourteen mainstream press articles that weestigated, none fulfilled
any part of the punctuating function of framing analysig,one fulfiled a segment of
the attribution function. One article attributed blaiméndividuals. Interestingly it was
located in theClarion Ledgera Mississippi paper. The writer of this editorial blame
the situation in Mississippi on “politicians who run aplatform of hatred.” None of the
other segments of the attribution function were fatfilin the mainstream sources that

were investigated.

Punctuating Function

Does the writer call the problem unjust?
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This question was created to discover if the press souedled the incident
unjust. If they did, a segment of the punctuating functichecollective action frame
would be fulfiled. Of the twenty-two articles that nganvestigated in the black press,
nine called the problem unjust. Five of the artiekese from theChicago Defender
Four of those nine articles were from tigtsburgh Courier Members of the black press

defined the Till murder and the acquittal of his accused mersias unjust.

Does the writer call the problem intolerable?

Of the twenty-two articles that were investigatethm black press, five called the
problem intolerable. Of these five articles, thnese located in th@ittsburgh Courier
and two were found in théhicago Defender One piece that serves as a great example
was an editorial that stated, “No country ttwhérates the barbarous hate-kiling of a
child within its midst deserved nor can it expect ttpeet of the civilized world. There
can be no compromise this time.” Clearly the writaw the problem of a 14-year-old
child being lynched as intolerable with implicationghie entire nation. This editorial is
important because it provides evidence of a membereaje¢heral public being outraged
because of this crime. The writer went on to s@gats and indignation must be
translated into money and put at the disposal of the NAAE further evidence that the
public believed that the case should motivate blacks natéao the civil rights

organization.

Is corrective action suggested?

1“8 Blood on Their Hands....Chicago DefenderSeptember 10, 1955, 1.
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According to Snow and Bender, activists employ collectiction frames to
punctuate or single out some existing social conditicaspect of life and define it as
unjust, intolerable, and deserving of corrective actiOhthe twenty-two articles that
were investigated in the black press, three suggestecttegraction. All three of the
articles were found in théhicago Defender

One article suggested that corrective action should ¢dameblack leaders. The
piece suggested, “Negro Leaders must unite in their protése arime and begin
donating more money to pay for legal procedures whictewdllre civil rights for all
citizens.” AnotheDefenderarticle stated that corrective action come fromféakeral
level. It suggested, “A federal anti-lynching law musphssed.” The final article
proposed that corrective action should come from blatikiduals. It said, “Those who
could should volunteer from two to three hours a daydaenaihe fight for freedom.”
This statement is certainly evidence of the casagliéie first catalyst of the civil rights
movement.

These articles serve as evidence that black pressesoanigocated corrective
action on three levels. The advocacy of these@stould be seen as strategies that
spanned from the general population, to local leadetbgetéederal government. This
serves as further evidence that these news sourcesdfithis issue in ways to benefit the

plight of blacks in America.

Does the article fulfill the attribution function of frami ng analysis?
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Diagnostic

Does it attribute blame to individuals? Does it attribute lame to processes? Does it
attribute blame to institutions?

Snow and Bender note that corrective action frame® ss modes of attribution.
They also note that collective action frames fumcs modes of attribution by making
diagnostic and prognostic attributions. The attributiorcfion of the corrective action
frames attributes blame to individuals, process ottirgins.

Four of the twenty-two articles in the black presslaited blame to individuals.
Two of these articles appeared in Bidgsburgh Courier. Two others were located in the
Chicago Defender One of these articles blamed the death of EmniétnTGovernor
Hugh White of Mississippi. The other blamed the incidemfive candidates for the
Governor of Mississippi “who campaigned on an anti-Negatform in the elections:*®
Both of thePittsburgh Courierarticles attributed blame for the occurrence to fheias
and leading citizens of the state of Mississippi.

These articles are important as they demonstrateéhddlack press sources
blamed Mississippi governmental officials for EmmettsTiynching because of their
racist platforms. As these articles placed blamthese individuals they fulfiled a
segment of the attribution function of corrective @atirames.

Of the fourteen articles investigated in the mainstrpeess, none attributed
blame in the Till case to processes. Only one ohtyeno of the articles investigated in
the black press placed blame on a process. The addded in thdlittsburgh Courier,

placed the blame on “the racist political system isdidsippi.” The same article was the

199 Blood on Their Hands.Chicago DefenderSeptember 10, 1955, 1.
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only article which attributed blame to institutiongle Till case. It blamed “racist
organizations in the state of Mississippi.” Of tharfeen mainstream press articles

applied to the coding sheet, none attributed blame tituinshs.

Prognostic
Does it identify individuals who could solve the problem? Dgeit identify processes
that could solve the problem?

Of the twenty-two articles investigated in the blackgst three identified
individuals who could solve the problems brought to lighhenTill case. Two were
found in thePittsburgh Courier Both articles noted that African-Americans were th
ones who could solve the problems in the case bydhkeiractions. Another article
found in theNew York Amsterdam Newsted that Thurgood Marshall could solve the
problem of the lynching by “gathering facts and beginpirgsecution.” None of the
mainstream press publications identified individuals whadeolve the problems of the
case.

Of the twenty-two articles investigated in the blackgst two identified processes
that could solve the problem. One found inPesburgh Courierstated, “It is
necessary for us to put up the money for our [own] priotectOther groups are quick to
act, with money, where there rights are concernéde otherCourier articles this
article advocated blacks taking action to change their @@gtinies. Another article, also
found in thePittsburgh Couriery stated that the African-American vote was the psce
that could solve the problems. None of the mainstia@ss identified processes that

could solve the problem.
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Does it identify institutions that could solve the problem?

Only one article in the black press identified insiita$ that could solve the
problem. TheChicago Defendearticle identified the administration in Washington D.C
as the institution that could solve the problem statitgs up to the administration in
Washington to begin action once and for all to encctime of lynching that had
degraded our natiort® No articles in the mainstream press identifiedtirtins that

could solve the problem.

10«Blood on Their Hands, 1.
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Conclusion

The press framed its coverage of the Emmett Till casery different ways. The
mainstream press, particularly the Southern newspapansd the case in ways that
certainly benefited or seemed to humanize EmmetsBl’cused murderers. Whether
this was intentional or not, it was certainly done.

There is evidence that the black characters in theabe were written about
unsympathetically in the Southern mainstream pressorire instances, Mrs. Bradley
was written about in ways that could be described asmaing. Roy Wilkins was
demonized in some instances. (@larion Ledgereditorial blamed Emmett Till for
causing his own death by disrespecting “womankind.”

TheNew York Timewas the exception in the mainstream newspapers that we
investigated. Its coverage was overall very balancidlid not seem to frame the issue
in ways that were beneficial to blacks or to theuged murderers, it simply told the
facts.

The black papers framed the story in ways that werefioe to blacks and to
the early civil rights movement. Immediately aftex death, Emmett Till was called a
martyr in some publications. He was linked to othecliyvictims and to the civil rights
movement. When Mrs. Bradley made the decision to &pemett's casket and display
his mutilated corpse, black newspapers detanagazine printed the images to show the
country and the world what happened to Emmett Till. Tdiey linked him to other lynch
victims like Lamar Smith and Rev. George Lee and shaha&tthis death was not

isolated, but a part of a much larger problem. Mrad®y was quoted not only after
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Till's murder and trial, but as she attended speaking engagemehe months
following. These publications brought this unsung herarhé attention of the black
masses. As black newspapers quoted leaders such as T.Réid-End A. Phillip
Randolph, they brought varied opinions about the Emmgttake to their readers,
proving that blacks are not a monolithic people. Tipegsdications also highlighted Roy
Wilkins and the NAACP and encouraged that funds be donatidiktorganization to
benefit the cause of black civil rights.

The importance of the black press’ coverage of the Ethikecase cannot be
denied. As they covered the case and linked it to thbtphf African-Americans in
1955 a national civil rights movement began to take fditms movement was already in
place by the time of the Rosa Parks incident, an oegcerthat is widely believed to

have ignited the Civil Rights movement.
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