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Abstract
This study examines the ways in which individuals mediate the institutionalization and embodiment of queer identities in the Carmilla fandom by manipulating transmedia networks. The use of transmedia for Carmilla: The Series is essential in examining the dialectical relationship between those who seek representation in the media due to pre-existing knowledge of gender, sexuality, and romantic minorities (G.S.R.M.s), and those who seek out this information after discovering a queer-normative narrative. The research being conducted is still ongoing, and expands upon Boellstorff’s (2015) methodology for virtual communities. Data is being collected using three strategies: 1) quantitative surveys of 47 individuals with varying degrees of activity within the Carmilla fandom, 2) five interviews of individuals with more involvement in the Carmilla fandom, and 3) participant observation in the Carmilla fandom through YouTube, Tumblr, Twitter, and Archive of Our Own (AO3). This study challenges the argument that there are divisible proximal lines between online and offline spheres of interaction by asserting that transmedia acts as an agent of ‘spatial diffusion’, in which relationships and interactions are perceived more intimately or personally between people who are otherwise spatially noncontiguous. This then assists the ways in which individuals in the fandom internalize experiences that produce and form identity. The goal of this research is to provide a framework for future studies where media and queer narratives are concerned. By utilizing Carmilla: The Series’ unconventional mediums and queer-driven narrative, this study hopes to gain a perspective into the importance of queer-normative representation in media and acknowledge ways in which online communities manufacture and reinforce identity.       
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