

[bookmark: _GoBack]Alcohol abuse is an evident problem among college students. Being aware of factors associated with alcohol abuse could help reduce the costs of problem drinking. Recent studies have suggested that even after students move out of their family home, certain parental factors are still associated with rates of students’ alcohol consumption. . The purpose of this study was to determine if parents’ alcohol consumption, depression and empathy, factors associated with alcohol use at other developmental stages, are associated with college students’ problem drinking. The sample consisted of 151 college student participants (74.8% female, age range of 18 to 25 years, M = 19.81, SD = 1.84) and 114 of their mothers and 74 of their fathers. Students completed the Alcohol Dependency Scale (ADS), a self-report rating scale, in our lab. Parents completed three self-reporting questionnaires, consisting of the ADS, a measure of current depression symptoms, and a measure of empathic behavior.  Higher levels of father’s problem drinking, higher levels of father’s depression, and lower levels of father’s empathic concern were associated with higher levels of problem drinking in their daughters. Higher levels of depression in mothers were associated lower levels of drinking problems in sons. This suggests that fathers’ characteristics continue to have an effect on daughters’ predisposition to drinking after adolescence and into adulthood. This opens the door for further studies regarding the correlation between these parental factors and potentially other factors, and young adults’ tendency to drink.

