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This research seeks to gain greater clarity on the complex relationships of and
influences on LGBTQ communities in Palestine/Israel. Specifically | seek to ascertain why in the
same small region do we have two separate societies with multiple gay communities whom are
also divided by a number of other identities and constructs having such separate conversations
about sexuality and its place in larger society?

Throughout the Middle East the discussion on sexuality is often relegated to the private
sphere, rather than the public. However, in Palestine/lsrael, there is a wide spectrum of LGBTQ
communities of both Israelis and Palestinians with emerging public narratives, experiences,
events, and engagements of civil society taking place. Acknowledging that current Western
teleological models concerning the discourse on sexuality are not universal (thus not appropriate
for discussions on sexuality in the Middle East), and that identities are salient, the exploration of
external forces such as military occupation and cooptation of sexual identity, among other
factors, can help answer this “Why™?

What has become very clear is that these gay communities on either side of the green
line have a different set of needs, goals, and agendas as well as different resources and
strategic approaches towards their goals. By exploring the impact and reactions to the concepts
and efforts directly interacting with gay communities in Israel/Palestine such as the Israeli
government’s pinkwashing, Homonationalism, and the intersectionality between gay Palestinian
communities and gay Israeli communities we can attain greater clarity on a very complex issue
which bear immediate and substantial ties to human rights, LGBTQ discourse, and US foreign

policy.



