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Abstract
	This research will examine the Atlanta Life Insurance Company (ALIC) as a medium to stimulate positive change by leveraging their economic power during the Civil Rights Movement. The financial capital of the ALIC single-handedly elevated the movement by providing their economic, political, and social influence in the black community and in America. Their prowess in black leadership and economic autonomy has given way to one of the largest and successful black-owned businesses in America and through their experience the Modern Civil Rights Movement developed into one of the strongest movements in America today. The goal of this research is to seek answers to the following questions: how did the ALIC develop leaders and businesses in the African American community? How did the ALIC impact the cultural and economic identity of Atlanta? 


Introduction
	The Atlanta Life Insurance Company (ALIC) is a prominent historically black-owned business in Atlanta. This company has provided insurance to the black community for many decades, fostered a family environment within the company and helped mold a black identity in the heart of the city of Atlanta. The ALIC’s influence in Atlanta and America forged a promising future for the social, economic, and political independence for the black community. As the company exponentially grew since it’s founding, the ALIC challenged themselves to serve, stimulate growth, as well as uplift the community through social and educational opportunities. Founder Alonzo Herndon strongly valued education and for his community to thrive socially, economically, and politically. His investment in the community helped reshape the trajectory of black people’s success in the city of Atlanta and as a result laid the foundation for Atlanta to become the Black Business Mecca of the world. 
	Today, Georgia State University Honors College is housed in the former ALIC headquarters building located at 100 Auburn Avenue. As a student in the Honors College, we have an earnest desire to find out more information about the African American narrative and their impact in the city of Atlanta, the “Civil Rights capital of America” (Bayor). Our goal is to examine how the ALIC developed leaders and other businesses in the African American community as well as how this company impacted the cultural and economic identity in Atlanta. As we seek to write the narrative of the ALIC and evoke the power and prestige of the black community in Atlanta, we hope to shine a positive light and provide tangible resources for the unequivocal success of this company. Today, the ALIC serves communities in seventeen states and is worth over two hundred million dollars. As one of the largest and successful black-owned businesses in America during the twentieth century, the ALIC contributed their resources to fundamentally advance the Civil Rights Movement. 	
Literature Review
	John Ingham’s novel, “African-American Business Leaders: A Biographical Dictionary”, recounts the stories of the most influential yet most forgotten figures within African American history. He attributes much of the success of black economic independence to Jesse Hill and the influence that Alonzo Herndon and the Atlanta Life Insurance Company (ALIC) played in the development of the Modern Civil Rights Movement and the history of Atlanta. Within the Jim Crow Era, ALIC was a driving force for allowing African Americans to gain their own sense of identity within a world that never provided them with opportunities to excel and grow. Alonzo Herndon’s unrecognized philanthropy to African American universities and the Modern Civil Rights Movement propelled a movement of economic prosperity for other black-owned insurance companies and gave rise to powerful figures such as Jesse Hill to further the legacy of the Herndons. Ingham attributes Hill’s lifelong dedication to obtaining economic security while also preserving the legacy and tradition of the Herndons as one of the primary reasons why the ALIC possesses a dominance in the upbringing of African American prosperity and independence. Ingham places significant emphasis on Hill due to his ability to propel the African American community and the ALIC into the modern era under his leadership. Thus it is important to analyze how Atlanta Life’s dominance and participation in the community allowed for the rise of new leaders, such as Jesse Hill, and subsequently other businesses that further established an identity for the African American community. 
	Ronald H. Bayor’s book “Race & The Shaping of Twentieth Century Atlanta,” examines the various social nuances that shaped the city of Atlanta and the impact race had on the construct of the city; physically, economically, and socially. As the “Civil Rights capital of America,” Atlanta has developed into the wealthiest destination for black elites during the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Ironically, Bayor asserts that the “… city too busy to hate” was designed for the white and black communities to coexist along racial lines. The story of Atlanta in the black community has uniquely set the stage for black-owned businesses and communities to not only survive but thrive. Most notably, Alonzo F. Herndon founded one of the largest African American businesses in America today, The Atlanta Life Insurance Company (ALIC), noted by Bayor as one of the most prestigious black companies in America. Bayor infers that the intentional separation of whites and blacks in Atlanta has contributed to the success of the business infrastructure in the black community. Nevertheless, Bayor theorizes that the racial divides that separate the social, political, and business life of blacks and whites in Atlanta has profoundly undermined the progress of the black community in the late 20th century. This book will be used to understand the parallel idea of progress and destabilization of the black community in Atlanta after the Modern Civil Rights Movement and how the ALIC impacted the progress of Atlanta. 
	David Godshalk's book, "Veiled Visions: 1906 Atlanta Riot and the Reshaping of American Race Relations" discusses the power dynamic between the White elitist and African Americans who strived for economic and personal autonomy. The Race Riot placed a barrier between the two communities because there was a lack of trust and sense of security. As a result, there was an effort to establish a relationship between the two communities to restore the notoriety of Atlanta. Alonzo Herndon, one of the first black millionaires, was one of the many individuals behind the scenes that  strived towards attaining  economic freedom for African Americans. The ALIC was an outlet that granted him with the finances to invest into students, employees, and the African American community as a whole by allowing people to do what they are best at doing. The ALIC expanded exponentially under the direction and leadership of Norris Herndon. He utilized some of the profits made from the ALIC to fund a vast majority of the civil rights movement.
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